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ENTITULE Þ, 


Chriſtianity not Myſterious. . 


-S T:R, - | 
TT HEN I ſent to borrow of you 
the Book Entituled, Chriſtiani- 
ty not Myſterious, I little thought 
+. of drawing on my ſelf any 
trouble beyond the bare reading of it; but 
ſince you have defit'd my thoughts of 
the' matters contain'd in it, I was unwil- 
ling to refuſe. Though I muſt freely tell 
you, what you ſeem to own in your Let- 
ter, - that I think my ſelf better imploy'd. 
And your ſaying, that it is nonegle& in 
a Shepherd to leave.his feeding of the 
Lambs, and go aſide for a while, to beat 
off any thing that comes to devour or 
infe&t them, wou'd not have prevail'd 
with me, if this had caus'd any intermiſ- 
ſion in that buſineſs, which 1 hope will ' 
120 DH turn 


«fe 


> turnto- better account when 1 come:>to 
receive my Wages. /Burt having a hetle 
246 p hap I. {hall Prat what yay 


LAS have Jaine chis-ths rattle; | 
that you tell me the Book hath made 
ſore notſe#and that'the Author is counte- 
nanc'd, and cn gangs by ſome Men of 
_ 1 dofit much wonder at it; for 

 Mar'of Senſe-is;not.a' Man of . true 
Rell n; beſides it'is not-every Man'of 
Reaſon and ſatcerity, hath leifure to con- | 
ſider it; and if they have, yet theke fort 
of-- abſtrated Diſcourſes, are aro 
'road of Men of Baſineſs. 
+ What you obſerves very true, hae the 
generality of Mea who write ſuch Books 
as theſe, and talk of them moſt, are thoſe 
of a mixt-ſort of learning ; Perſons of a 
miſcellaneous education, who have ſome 
inGght-into moſt of the Sciences, -but are 
throughly versd in none. - And tho talk | 
ing ot-ldeas, and running endleſs diviſi- 
ons upon them, is a cheap and caſte _ 
ſome Men now adays have taken up, /o 
appearing wie and learned to the world. 
Whereas the bottom; of it all is no'more {||} 
than this, That Men of nice heads have 
agreed to ſpeak of plain things | in 2 PECU- | 
Gar dialeft of their own; which-if they 


were 


TED 


 bNbriftidrliy ct Mylerious.\.. 


were:fript ab.thoſe terms of Art, and,par 
rao plinLangoage,bave nothing inthem 
more than whatus obvzous to-the common 
ſenſe and reaſon of all Men., And the'con- 
ſequence of uſing them ſo frequently in 
matcers-of Religion is generally, what is 
fo viſible in this Author, that they darken 
the Subje&; ſo that the Queſtion is_Joſt 
ina multitude of Words; and then Men 
wander farin purſuit of Truth,when they 
left _ it behind them at their firſt ſetting 
out. | CES 31 
But before I come to the particulars; 
I can't but take notice of! that unreaſona- 
blenes of. People, who. never think!'g 
Writer fufficzently confuted: yoleſs, we fol- 
law bim mall bis wandrings; whereas un 
a-fubject of this nature; ir - is; enough to 
fhew where;he left the Road, and that he 
js nor-'Fer cecurn'd into jt... If a Man 
were to, demaliſh a Fabrick,.;there js,no 
neceflity of doiog it ſtone hy ſtone ; It is 
abundantly; engugh if he undermine. and 
deſtroy thoſe Pillars which are the. maia 
ſupporters of it; for then it. falls co- the 
ground; apd is:no. other. than a heap: of 
Rubbiſh, though many. of. che materials 
were very-gdad-in themſelves... | 3 
{.;To:any reaſonable conſidering Peſan 


it were a-ſyfficient Anſwer to-this whole. 
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oF </'This wou'd: fatisfy them that'he 
_ all ;the whileupon'a falſe ſcent ;'and' 
wou'd"not takeitill, thatwe lefe him: fc 
wander by hitnſclf,” But becauſe theſe ard 
but few, in compariſon of tholewho rake 
x things in the groſs, and can't 16' well 
cern the connexion ' and depenidance of 
A ofie-thing'upon' another: An indeed: be. | 
2 cauſe: Anſwers -are deſign” for” ſuch as 
| are-not able to'ſce into the" fallacies, and 
not'for thoſe who care ; therefote [ hall 
trace him ſtep by ſtep, and leave 
in. him unantwerld; that hath'ar þ 
A ranice-of reaſoning. 1. 04:05 24+ 
| I ſhall be-1o farifrom: cndinopon 7-to0 
 Tontradict him in every rhing, that ſhall 
grint hin all that poſlibly T'can;”* work 
go EA a 6 wor 
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ſciences, in opp6fitiory to the ogy of 
the Law; which was ſo-perplexd'with a 
multitude of Rites and/Cirevmnfttnees of 
Duty, that it was troubleſom_ and tedi- 
ous to learn and obſerve them ll: Wnd 
therefore it is ſaid in the ſame Text, 7hat 
they ſhould not Yhew teach every Ma his 
Ne mhbour; ſaying,” Know the Lordly'' Be- 
all the neceſſity! knowledpe 6f him 
ry his Laws, was" then to-be” PERtTRed 
-Plain.and eaſy; ''And/ gecordingly rhis is 
-noipthe glory 8f-0uF* Religion; Wnd'its 
-plainneſs is one great Wrgument &fiits Ex- 
.cellence and Divinity» not I 
.are;forne things revealedin the Golp 
which- we are* not Raw capable Cay 
clear and diſtint 'knowkdge-"-$d "that 
there'is a great deal of difference" between 
theſe tio expreſſions; Chriftianity Hit” 
ſterions,” and, There 'are no My} pies 74 
Chriſtianity, The firſt isvery true; ant] 
the perk is abſolutely falſe. 


- Ora 'T reatiſe ſlewing, that hi Fs ; 1h 
thing in the Goſpet o__ to Ron" 4 


Who among us ever faid theie ws 
but if:this had not beet1 "added; this Book 
wou'd have been the ſhotter by! :Fourteen 
Pages; and were it not for: this,.aBd ma- 
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" And thus the le Title Page i 15:No- 
thing gle, but:equiyocation and ſephiſm. 

eve "there: 45*this.to be. ſaidyforit, 
that'it ſuits the Book very well; the:main 
J | _d:ith gf,which! is; 440 ſet up NatugaliReli- 
EF: 8100 in, oppoſttjonits! all; Revelation; and 
| rheſe ame Equiyotations begun in the Ti- 
tle Page, run through Every thing he ys 


in... Ms 
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Hanity:nos Myſterious: 
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_ His\lntroduction, wherein he pretends - 
to ſtate the'Queſtion, requires no Anſwer; 
for we grant that the notion of a My- 
ſtery-is tor be taken fromthe Holy *Serip- 
cures, 'and:/\not from/the opinion>iof ary 
private :;Dottor, or 'Conncdl, 'or 1 any iufalli- 
#le:afend2iSo rhereiare Six Pages vj tm- 
-pertinenceceut: off alreadys.n vs 36912 
8 --1-ſhall only taker orice; howhes fer 
out with a fling at:therDwines, >the Men 
he'salbalongſo angry-with, who gravely 
rtelkubþ ac 51 ou 251 t 233mm 7 21.9900 
© 106 186:150 bins Soog4q $01. ot Hel 
-:Thatiwe: muſt atone; what iwe can'tiroms 
prehend. LSD] 
io Mails ne 4 vey 1918900 £03 wor 

- 1Yes; they |tell us wemuſtadoreiGad, 
and yet. we cannot comprehend hinu1Let 
him prove we car if:he's able;- andawithz 
out giving himſelf or us any fatthet trow- 
ble, [ we:will-put the! whole: Comroverly 
to a ſhort iſſue; and levitolie.: uponthib 
one pant.:.And/if:he-dogs not make: our, 
that.wwe.hgveasifull-and:comprehenſives 
knowledge-of the Narurei and: Attribates 
of God, :as we haveiof:any-Propoſttionitn 
Euclid, \then what: willthis:Man delerve 
for that.arrogant expteſlion of hisg4: + 


That 
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then ahe mak catemp hegrno 
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Scripture.” age 'of Pos | 
great way abovr 26 tell- us, -that the 

'  tracagotion of-a:Myftery is:to beitaken 

 n9-4ybeire buri wpbencyy: Whichmo one © \ 

&5;- - And, therefore fince! he! bath not | 

one it, 1 maſts That both. He 

peak to the purpoſe, and neither of us 


trouble: the:Workd 


Now the cleareſt way I-can think of : of 


oci_s 'inſtandge 1 


_ the Goſpel; andiin 
<= chat.ohe for all; Ro us-fee- whataChri- 
6d p I 
x Cor. 1 5 4 
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4 life; which it'was impoſſible for' ny 
eGkabw, without Divine tio; and 
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nicolel this of our being chaiphH. 
#t Ar 0b Tikelap 3p Chih. 
It1s'a Art ARE to another life, Which 
could” never hive <enter'd 'itito  ottr"Hebds 
co think of, airdikels it had been eved'd' 
ns" vin Heaven; And'now = it isire 
veaPd'to us /that we fhall'be like "i, >yet 
We know nothing of | the®' nitep. ob if 
wherein this ms will eohfifty.2!! _ a 
"$5 that in a Chriſtian gl there 
F Lanny > we = tens 
hing=thar we'are' wholly he- of: 
A Tet is + 4 LY ad: Se rel of 
bork theſe, / | Oy OE 
5 +-At © MY My oftcty in reſpe&. 5 
what We 'do'' know Sar. becauſe it- 
Ein fo hidden from vs, that!jeawas int 
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in it whictowe have; No notion. or 
all £1.30: T365t 7: W 3b 15-3] 
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Ind er now "ws 


fee :the' Qu Nt jon'is nor,” Whether, 'a-maK 
ty Believe what he! knows: not. ict 


no man in his wits ever yetattirm'd ;' for 
there is a flat contradiQion i in the terms; 
$'yer thisis'the imain [thing/ ks: 


on i, N60 ft TEA 2 
5 4 - ig So z 
eter io Roth et 
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rhas we” are. onal to gootmer 37 pag 
'":Tfthere be fck::things 5.95 as1t-apPears.1n 
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this.:inſtance* df the Reſurre 
theit I fomethingitn the Goſpel: that may: 
roperly be call a:Myſtery;;:and in fo 
tit a ſenſe, that nothing: elſe can be 
call d a Myſtery with fo great. : propriety 
fSpeech,. as will appear 1 more tully' here: 
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"The ella would ina been the A 
bad beak : ren Hare iy keyy tor iam(11+ 


the Sov or: 6 the Procaf py 
Ghoſt ; or the Union: of arg Dwmne and 
Human Nature; or the Operations of 'the 
Holy Spirit ih” the acd/af:Grace'; or ;the 
Felicity: and-Joys of Heaven, Se. and:if 
ie be requird T am ready: a9-quit this, and 
take any other- for aa; inſtage my HT 
thall pitch upon, "FC. 2365 X75 

(i >: phe 
Now this -:is the ing ak lays riport 
him to-{difprove; but; be durſt not go 8 
bout proving or dil gany: 
he has hows the matter in hand, and 
amus'd his Reader with fantaſtical rerms 
and diſtinQions. \ 'I& h& had: meant*ho- 
neftly, and: thought :hinelf. able va\g 
through” with. what. he undertook. he 
_ would -haveſpoke plaitrundifguisd: Real 
and proceeded immediately $0 the quoof 
of A Queſtion. (But: inſtead of this he 
finds it neceſſary to ſpend:above one third 
of his'Book in dolinge=s fit: whereforeT 


muſt take my leave of-'it for ſome time 
as he doth, to reſcue the ſubject from'ob+ 
feurity, and force this Man toſpcak Ho_ 
ly' and CY | ; 


Ard 
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SE ET 371 5 IIB Y 0 INE LIES 
,  Andifirſt. he tells us,.7/ hat F eaſon is no# Þ. 8,9,10, ; 
the wanthat. hath: it 3) nor the things tobe: 
reaſon'd about ; nor .is it our appetites : 
- aud: defires; nor 1s it authority, What 
crifling this//is,2 he'ſhould have added, 
that it was not the Head that formsthe 
Thoughts ; nor the Fingers that write 
them ;/ nor is.it the Brain it ſelf; No! nor 
is. my: Reaſan, - the reaſon ofanother Man. 
Our Readers are like to; be much the wi- 
ler for this, 
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After this he proceedeth to ſhew: what P. 11. 
ſt 15, in his ſecond Chapter; the whole 
ſubſtance of which in other words is only 
this ;: that. it is not Simplex Apprehenfio, 
nor J«diciam, but that it is Diſcarſus that 
is properly: callfd Reaſon: Which laſt he 
will not expreſs by Sylogiſm, the word 
for it that is commonly receiv'd:; but he 
mulſt.cal{ it, The application of intermediate 
Hea's ta other Idea's that are diſtant from 
one another, and ly too far: aſunder in the 
mind. And this he explains by the mea- 
juring of two Houſes with a line ; becauſe 
you can't take one Houſe in one hand,-and 
the other in another, and fo clap:themor- 
gether, to find out which is higheſt. What 
is this but making a Syllogilm, by apply- 
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\ Yes; he hath' adrift in it, whichis ve. 
againſt reveal'd. Religion 5'for untefs'he” 


. ” 
* 


firſt laysdown falſe rules of reaſoning, 'the 


conſequences he wou'd make, 'willnor ap- 

Wn Dt | 9 » BY  ere a 
pear to-be true. "Tho he's-in the-right'of 
it thus far, and it is no more than what - 
is in every common Logick ; Yet what 


follows is his own;and is both trifling and | 


falſe. 2 


.*For firſt, his four- ways:of: coming to- 
the knowledge of any thing, 'are very ill 
put together, andthe diſtinion frivolous. 
The" Experience 'of the Sences, the Experi- 
ence of the Mind ( i.e. ) in ufual ſpeaking, 
Senſe and Reaſon; Human and Divine: 
Revelation. Now at firſt ſight who does- 
notiſee, that- any revelation: by ' God or 
Man; 'muſt enter into the mind :by one: 
of theſe two ways, either by our- Senſes. 
or'our Reaſon ; ſo that there are but theſe” * 


the 1 
a—_ 


Si. IST. Fa Y 


"Obriftianiry mot Mans ER 


*\Andthen'asto his making being ia Þ, 16, "A 
Men only of Information, ant} * -Buidence | 
the only creek ' Perſwafion i whidcti#s" the 
fundamental Error ' of his Book/'and- ins 
deed' of all theſe” 'thodern © Writers ' who 
| make«fuch a Nir' about Reaſort and Evi: 

| defice;; we'ſhall fee the fallity of it if we 
" conſider Authority in reſpe&t/ bf 'the Perſont- 
who”! 4s infornt'd, ang of him! wh gives 
| the Information! 


"JL ti reſpett i of the Perſon whe is 7 
form'd, I grant it is'a means of Triforn 
tions for how ' comes any oft "he 
knowledge ofa thing he was\'Whally' 1p- 
norafit of before, arid which he' covld not 
attains of himſelf + why; by another's re- 
veuling it:ro him 

'2;: When crifidierts in- the Faſoretier; 
it's 4 #ground of- Perſwaſion/ : " WOO do 


A 


* Tomake wl 3 he Fd upon this ph more 
MS Cs, the T4 ad upon thi "that by E- 
vidence he means nothing more than rhe knowledgd 
of a thing in the Mind. - So thar theſe rwo Expreſ- w 
tions... are the | ſame.” Evrence 45 the, ont. ground of >. 
| Perſwaſion, and, Tou can grve your aſſent to nothin "5 ; 
* | but what you know. All- the difference ts; thar o 
 isplain, and the orher- affectedly obſcure. | Bur 5 

mutt, rule bis. o IL, Cant, ocherwile though. I ſp 
Hes fo much te 6K Jarp Rs he wil Ix ink þ = 
ff attfwer' d, 


IO ES C { 


fleo x to any; Swopaſitions: vela- 
Of other 7. 'becauſe, ofthe 
'* the. Dorlomzidhes 


minde L.4a wer, Y is: «mn hes 
i5,i0-mae'of his ability-gnd yeracity 1s the 
cauſe of my. aſſent. © The ground of this 
-- opinion indeed is Evidence : But then this 


byidragess «ground of perſaſion:in,re- 
ect afehe worth of thePer 


only 3.and 


& RBRgr of.) wins, he relates to--ine, 
From: whenceit is plain, that though-we 
- grant that . Evidence -in-+the Mind. ;is-9 
SFOUng Of putforaſings: Fet-1-1S nottheon- 
god. And: therefore to make. this 

r and undeniable, let us take an 


fv; wo found ny by evnlie diep 
—_—_— 2.25 £E T 


o_ 


: g GEESE 5 © : 


- * 
_ - 18 IE J 


nor —_— Pe 33 8s of it 
in ods Mind iFor-thereaſon:why-he gives 
his afſent/to-4t is;]: becanſe he ngsourthe 
agreement of 4he' extreams -by-cinterme- 
diate [dea's, and rhus as he ſpeaks; thede; 
monſration at 1aft becomes ſelf evident. 
But. as to > the IC of this Propg: 
ſin L { FF co? | 
£33 4 ; 
{Hhew Gini. appears. we bal be like 


himor1- Fe k Wh 


i he —_ J al the Perſon: \xclating 
Sax is the only! ground of perſyaſian.” For 
as 4.ſhouldrnever have knows this it had 
nat: been reveal'd;c and. therefore.in this 

Autherity: as. aimeans:of:informa- 
tionz:& 1-fhould never have believed its 
if had 'not; known: that this: Revelation 
had come from 'Gad. And' therefore Au- 
therity iconſider'd/ 13n- the Revealer, 1s the 
only-ground. of my :a\fent tothe my 
of this Propoſition. 


"But to make this plainer, we muſt con- 
Gderehar all-natural Truths which do not 
neceſſarily requireRevelation, need no 0- 

ther ground of perſwaſion bat Evidence ; 
but thoſe which do , have both theſe 


= of perſwafion, Evidence and Aw- 
; C 2 thority; 


truth | the revel '_ any pa : ol 


the Diviyier the 
0 the:Saiftance ofithat- Propofition; 
2turbortyi is/the onlyiground of- Penifws. 
Gore, 'a&indeed it is in\gll relations ;aw} 


ſoever. oy SER 1 


” To prevent all: amibiguie . 
word... Subſtance. here ftrictÞ 5,28, It is oppos'q ro. 
modes. and accidents of. the thing, , but as ir thc Udps 
them. SPEER EN AS | _ ; als 2 4. F, 


a And therafars.* tis.now. plaj 
wine and: Humane Authority ; 
in degrees of Perſpicaity. as) of Cert; 
And why 2 becauſe when a7 meer man re- 
lates any thing to me, though I allow the 
veracity of the;man, yet it is impoſſible 
for him to give ſuch. proof to.my Senſes 
and- my. Reaſon of the reality and ſub- 
ſtance " what. he relates, as God.can; 
And therefore cannot raiſe ſo great' a de- 
gree of Evidence in my Mind. ' Though 
I ſuppoſe this mans relation to be true G 
that this relation of his, and one of God's 
ſhall be upon Sul Terms as tocertitude; 
being both alike true) yet. this aſſent of 
mine to what the man relates, is more 
precarious'and worſe founded than_my 
faith of any divine. propoſition; becauſe 
this is more clear and diſtin, as having 
a degree of Evidence | in the mind which 
the other wants *. 
I ſhall make this plain by an inſtance. 
A man tells me. that Rome is ſwallow d up 
by an Earthquake; I have fuch an opint- 
on of the veracity of the Man, taat I give 
my aſſent to it and believe it firmly. 
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*'Thar which may; make this Paragraph: ohne; 
is the miſtaking Evigente in the Mind, or Knowledge 


for thoſe proofs which are only the caufe of it. **- 
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© But it will be yet more clear, That 4u- 
thority is a ground of Perſwaſion, if we 
confider, rhat all Evidence' in” the Mind 
proceeds ' from Evidence in the "Thing. 
Now all Truths in thernſelves are equally 
evident; but in reſpeC of us they are nor 
ſoz for fome we are capable of knowing 
diſtinatly, and ſome we'are nor, becaule 
they are not ſuited to our preſent capaci- 
ties. In reſpe@ of thoſe divine truths, or 
of that part of them which is ſuited to 
our preſent © capacities, Pvldence is the 
round of periwaſion; but in reſpe& of. 
that part of it, which is pot ſuited to our 
SITES an We ave lOuh, Arbor, 


4 3S2 ; And 


__©Chrifttanaty wot ' 


--And- thus we lee, how [oy hy 

ourafſent, to many hropodiinn 

ſubſtance of which we have no pe ion 
in the mind. Why then fays he. a man 
ſhall believe what he doth not k now, and 
that is giving his afſent to nothing. But 
this is a quibble and to remoye' it effety- 
ally,” let us take up the fame FO 
ons again. 


The three Mall if a Ti age are equa 


zo two right ones. 4 


2 Hors FL 


'Tis plain a man who knows what a 
Triangle is, and what it is for, one Angle 
to be equal to another, may give his af 
ſent to this propofitionz thovph perlia ps 
it may be utterly impoſſible ever. to beat 
the demonſtration into his head, And 
though he .dorh not comprehend it, yet 
he cannot be faid to be ignorant of jt. And 
the only ground of his affent is, che Au- 
thority of fome perſon who is able to de- 
monſtrate it. 


And thus it is with a | Divitie ropo- 
ſition, When C hrift appears we "Gab ba 
like him. Any one' who knows what 16 
is for a body tobe rais'd; and for one 
thing to be like another, may Five his 

C4 aſſent 


ent-to. "his propofrions ang; ie be 
flible. pr. him to know, wherein-this 
Fe | nſiſt,,. Or, .tQ demonitr; 
that it will, certainly, be-ſo. Ie 
fore the, Autboruy of God .is the pr 
rounds, of. perſwaſiog ja this propoſition; 


| Evid nce. Is necella ry any; Jv ea 
_ ro -underſtand the meaning of the 
words, and rhe truth' of the revelation-it 
ſelf. So groundleſs i is that main principle 
of his,...that-a:man can: give his aſſent to 
pany ue: but what he comprehends: wherg- 
as. hy contrary is as: clear as the light, 
ſro what. hath been Gid. - - 


'from.. this + aka of 


A. thi 4. authority i FL only. .4 means of Infor- 
£16 We and Evidence, the. only. ground of 


Perſwafon, theſe ty9 ablurditie will dis 
realy follow, ;. Wks ro 


$f That a man can "never be deceived 

in any. thing; for if Evidence in the Mind 
be the only ground of Perſwaſion, a man 
can neyer give his aſſent, but where there 
is this. RYAIpEr. for;if-there be but;one 
nly. cauſe, the ce can, never proceed 
ut irom NN cauſe $1 and. what i is evident, 
that is w I is KYVY: known, can. never 


% 243.2 


m_— + = hl adiattoas ati ihe. atcds ao - 
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.-He hath no-way of evading'this, "but 
by ſaying that. the cauſe” of error is the 
giving aſſent where there is none, or not 
\ufficient (Evidence in the: Mind; which 
deſtroys | every- thing he fays upon this 
head; for this:ſuppoſes that 'there may be 
ſorne' other cauſe of aſſent beſides Evi- 
dence. ' .But if! we ſuppoſe Evidegce:to'be 
the only cauſe of aſſent,” then it muſt va- 
ry 1n degrees together with it's cauſe ;/ fo 
that a clear Evidence ſhall have a firm 
aſſent, and the leaſt degree of Evidence 
ſhall have but the leaſt degree of aſſent; 
ſo that ſtill a 'man'can never be deceiv'd 
in any thing, or in any degree. And 
for him to-ſay that we may think we have 
this Evidence when we have it not; is 
ſtill ſuppoſing that there is ſome other 
ground of aſſent. Nay worſe, 'tis ſuppo- 
ſing that a thing nay be Evident to us, 
aud not Evident at the fame time. 


2. [t will follow that no Perſon either 
God or' Man, can be believ'd on their 
word. - For what they relate is evident 
to the Mind, | or it 1s not; It it be, then 
they give their aſſent ro that Evidence, 
and not. to the Perfon who relates it. If 
it be not evident {1. e. } according to 
tum, if he doth not know it pertetly, 


he muſt anery reject i it. Aadthooin afew 
$all Faith, both Humane 
2nd Divinns? For thus he iproceeds;. 2 
Man can believe: nothing}. brit what he 
knows; and-he knows nothing but what 
he comprehends ; and then he is ſaid-to 

comprehend a thing when he hath a 
clear and diſtin Iden of it, (.ie.) when 
it is as clear as a Mathematical Demonſtra- 
tion ; or as evident as-what he fees with 
his Eyes, for you know ſceing inbeheviny 
all the world aver. _ 

Having thus made it plain that Buds 
dence is not the only — of Perfwaſi- 
on,' I come now to confider his c/car- aid 
diſtin Idea's which he lays down as the 
ground of this Evidence. This opinion 
carries a face of fairneſs and probability, 
and-infinuates it ſelf by the common in- 
clinations of men, who are naturally a- 
verſe to all reſtraint in thinking as well 
as acting, and are as uneaſie at any fet- 
ters upon their Mind as upon their Body. 
They wou'd not willingly be. oblig'd ta 
give their aſſent to any thing but whar 
they have clear and diſtin@ Idea's of ; and 
if it be not thus in the Chriſtian Religion, 
eyen well meaning people are apt to wiſh 
it.were fo, ' 


Now 


-::Now beeanſe I deſign this Letter iman- 
wy not ny to this _ ne to all the 
oÞpoſers of Revelation and Myſteries; up- 
os principles of ng -up for 
Reſon and Puidence, and clear and dis 
ſtina'notionsof/ every thing” they give 
their aſſent to, I ſhall be very' particular 
in the conſideration of this point. - And 
[ hope to make out plainly to them, ' the 
deep deceit that lies at the bottom of all 
this; and to convince them that God} 
by requiring their aſſent to his Revelati- 
ons, doth as little violence to their mind 
as to'their body ; and thar he leaves their 
Reaſon as fl a ſcope, and as preat ali 
berty in matters of Religion as in any 
thing elſe. So that they will find us as 
oreat Sticklers for clear [dea's, ſtrift Req- 
ſon, and: Evidence as they can be for their 
hearts. 


Theſe Men fpeak much truth, but make 
' falle inferences, never conſidering the 
difference between theſe two propoſiti- 
ons, but confounding them in all their 
diſcourſes. 
Clear and diſtin Idea's are the fountla- 
tion of all our knowledge and aſſent, which 
conſiderd ina right ſenſe is undoubtedly 
true. 


Tha bats WE\ Can Sons mthing tat what's Ng 
Fi0uh a.clear and diftint-1 Tdea tx = © 
clear conceptions we. have of ſome things, 


give -us a confus'd and imperfet..know- 


ledge of others ;-/:and it/is upon the. ac+ 


count of [thoſe things whereof. we have 


clear and-diſtin&t Tdea' s, that. we givera 
firmaſſent tothe exiſtence of things where- 
of. we have no. Idea at all. ,.So that theſe 
twoſayings widely differ; as muchastruth 


from falſehood. 
F can give no aſſent without clear and di 


ftindt Ideas, And, 
1 muſt have a clear and diſtind #754 f 


en thing [ give my aſſent to. 


Now becauſe this 1s the Cnlepacachl 
error of all our quaint Reaſoners againſt 
Revelation, and the fallacy whereby they 
impoſe upon others, 1 ſhall expreſs my ſelf 
as diſtinatly and plainly in ROWS matter as 
] can. 


- Bur by the way we muſt mg that 
fince it - appears undeniably 'from what 
hath been ſaid; that Evidence is not 'the 


ly ground of Perſwaſion, it is a _ 
an 
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and: immedrate confequence/from-thence ; 
that'\thereisino necefiny of 'havingia 
clear and{diftin& Idea of what bgive:my 


aſſent to-/® Not but that I allow:there: is a 


neceſſity !of [clear and” diſtinct: Idea's:of 
ſome'things; ito make us give: .our-aſlent 
to othersizi\And therefore though Aurho- 
rity be a ground of Perſwaſion, 'yet what 
this Marn'wor'd infinuate::doth not fol- 
low; -vizi That therefore: a/l-its Relations; 
or any; of  them*are” to be receiv d without 
Examen.: For all the Revelations of God 
admit of the ftriteſt enquiry," and feve« 
reſt ſearehi-of- our reaſon rand it 15; this 
that enables us to diſtinguiſh-them from 
the wild .extravagancies of Enthuſiaſts, 
and the deluſions of the Devil.: It. imby 
the help of this that]. now-ſhew the. diffe> 
rence between: his. fallacies and the truth 
of God. - And in order to ſet, them both 
in a clear light, I ſhall fix the ſignificati- 
on of 'this:moſt ambiguous word, which 
he- hath-:compelt'd-me to'\makefo muck 
uſe of, for otherwiſe.-we ſhall-but | grape 
for truth in the dark. 

What is: meant- byi\an:4dzquate Jilea 
is fare andifixt-:(i. ce.) avfulliand:compres 
henſive knowledge of any thing, ſo as to 
know all-thatus knowable.anir. \:Byt how 
far ſhort; what Men call a clear. _ __ 

you! jack 
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than we-bave clear aud 


ition to which, J ſhall 
propoſitions. 
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World which\are revealed tous, that we have 


And; tx TLESE . 40 _ 2; $a $4.54 | 


2. That: though we have no proper.or im- 
bound to believe them ; and that-our "aſſent 


: 


to them, according to bis own , principle,..as. 


founded upon clear and diſtin} Idea's. p 


1. As to the firſt by.a proper aud im- 
mediate Idea I\mean, a conception or uatzan 
of the thing as it'is in it ſelf. By a mediate 
or amproper Jdea: | mean, a notion we forus 
of | any thing | in our, Minds by: Analogy.or 
*  Samilitude.. Whether this: diſtinQion 
hath been 'made-uſe of or nol know. not:; 
but ſure I-.am,'tis- a very--neceflary one, 
and of excellent uſe to ſet :the bounds and. 
meaſures. of our knowledge, and. to-lay: 
open the true nature of our Chriſtian Faith: 
' that we may clearly apprehend where 
Knowledge: ends,. and Faith:proceeds alone. 
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is thisz*that: we hive 


Sa 


And to make this appear, let us 
ler that there are AT 


6 - God's reveal 


is that it isnor by 4 givingus any new 
ies;' ainkcchrretorg: ſince this-is'done 
prin elf” to: thole faculties 'we 


© 


"ak words and notions as fall 
ain their proper ſphere;-7 194 $f 
«ret 799 T7 F46410. Wathi 25/486 8 
is that vielGatk have #162 phopes4Bi 
immediate Idea from Senſe or-Reaſon,. of 
& real nature of any ,thip 
another: r: life 4884 is 1 in it k 


fs els op 
HEN 


kn, an 20 have wn ct -_ 
vr an it:zhao 8 gock or 6 dave, wy 


Silica or. pode 75 org as: it 
<nm-do of material and ſenſible Qbjets z 

.efore theJſraclites were. forbid to' 
mpireſent hira--by any -figure;or reſer-- 
blance,' becauſe;.they ſaw. no-. (imilitude: 
And to the-ſame purpole are many. expre(- 
fions in the Scriptures as Wai 4018.4. To 
whom then will you-liken God ? or what like- 
neſs: bar you compare unto, him-,2 So that 
L hope 'I-.have gain'd thus--much, that 
God i is more. myRerious-than'a- ſtock-or 
-a ſtone, becauſe we can frame.ſome .imp+ 


gination of —_— out none at all of him. 
"A87 : Mer tw = 

aries But, 25 We'can "Hh noifimilitude 
from the Sences;-fo neither hath the Rea- 
Jon-any the leaſt glimps of his real Nature 
as;he is in himſelf, tor the-only way we 
have of. forming: an Idea of him is-either 
- negatively, by- removing from - him all 
_the Impertections of the Creatures, or by 
enlarging thoſe excellencies we find in 
theſe, and attributing them ta God. So 
that he-is now: /incompreheaſible / to us, 
9b Rong woke no clear and diſtiat 
knowledge 


velition” bo himſelf. it was ND by-ahe: L. 
OO which denoted nothing” 
of hint® than barely» his Exiſtences 

ard 2 pltichpilitiented thar-ivwas 4 + 
Me for thetiy To corcetve' ny thing | 
cher of bx" For this lon”tis faid nn 
tvefhall fee bim' as he:#s, becaufs 
we'kave xn pres 1 of him' now, 'but 
by: rhddiation' of thoſeAdea's we have of. 
chethings'of this Workd®! And'to. make” 
this farther wppear let-s--confider Hhiny- 
 Aithoſe 'Atributes of his; whereof wears 
thoughtto live che molt'clear ur diſtige? 
Ha8's 7 And, LI ELM | 
43S: 3-3& O03: 33 "agree cer 

x. *Tis-reveal 'd to us that God is a Spix" 
FN by whith 'we really *underſtand-mo- 
thing more; than thathe't a Being [that 
is'nor/ matter; which 45: fo far frofm 
proper immediate Tdea,-that it is not'a 
poſitive he; for all the-notion we have 
of: Spitit-is that it thinks, and thatvit 
moves. - AzS*to-che firſt of thele, theonly 
reafory why *we' attribute" it tolls; Spirit; 
is becauſe' we can demonfitrate thari meet 
rijatter canget think ; And-thereforewe 
rp ad muſt-be ſomcthiog elſe that 


can, 
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can, {though we havern no > notion-at) all of 


whit :rhinking' 45 :4n a pure)! [Spirit ;-\we 
know! nothiog-of the true.menger ef t 
operation ip-them, which is anſwerable tg 
knewiedge'in05/) We can'compeivethinl- 
ipg now , only as. it | is: ;perſerm'd - by 
help of: material Qrgans, and mpre. imme 
diately by the Fibres of the Brain. But 
when we: fet or delves to..confider it-ab- 
ſtractedly from: theſe, we-/have/notIdea 
at all:of its: So that- WE-: ; DOW. form 4s 
grals/2-notion of thinking in-a pure Spirit, 
2$3\wei da'iof ty :motion, when | we: — 
bþ-dragging dne Leg after another. ;_ 
2:1tAnth ther as tories motion, when: hn 
iſay'a Spitit .maves,. we dan'e. make this 
-mference fromiany knowledge we have 
'offthe true nature of 1t, but becauſe we 
can:;prove that:matter, can't | move it ſelf, 
ancthus:by denying| it to matter, we. rs- 
ally do otatiig more--than; give, ito 
ſortething elſe ;; bup what that-fomething 
1$wxe. know-not.': For wei know notihow 
it moves, -or how:it communicates; this 
{mHtion to. matter.; Nor indeed can we 
diſtinguiſh Thought and' Motioa:in.a Spi- 
rit:; and; as:far as-we may. imbke:;4 con- 
jeture of what we have no Ides 0f,- in all 


Likely hood abey. are the ſame. And there- 
D 2 


fore 


ene it »i8« Beſides 'we cant} conceive. 


4 4 


[4 ew obor worker athus- any mb 
GaoEE Mm, that we'hdve ascleay ahd 


we Hoveras good: provf ifbrae's exiſiiaes; 
6 vOUav for charof « matter = 1gnotr 
vo if m *0UP4 =_ 'S gs their: 


7 # & fi. 4a N 
Yn q=7) 


VUEa 3} Rfor-h Tufftiey another” Attribute'of 
Geiptheonly: way-we ateifaid tof6rm/a 
Þ cots of: _ Keen I oeeninhy revue 


Plain pr not: gener ji peak na 
*Hat:75 fanere aero te bet f 


EY 
girth e'World carryith id for 
 Sheſt© from 'ithe. reab nature of it.” p53 
How litcleithis: will help:us to any.imme- 
_"iate-pofuiveTdea offit is plain, '/becaute 

- * Uſhat when wetiave imagin'd all the Atotns 
G -— hae b40=the bmpolitioni of | the:Kai- 
Yuorſtitoldas manyslimes: over as weean 
reap unbers for-/it, we areas far 
For an =x ie idea of-lofinity; as.when 
- - "Wy bepaliroQ: eckors Two, Had 1 ſaid Oe, 
WE hodd:  likely-hood: have been 
[ncareric rg anſtanvof time hath/been 
"unde berrey: EIN of Oy. 
| than 


* \Chniſtiquitynot Myſtevions.. E'Y 


than the. luccethons af numberle Ages... 
Ang therefare: 1 1t were more contin PEOL oc of 
tug; knowledge, to own. our. ignorance, Hum. = 
and ſay. at 15:Ar.PEr feRtion which we Koga Underſt, 
ofthing: of, but. we form a g a ot 
notion-of it by perpetual additior 
wideſt ſpace, or greateſt nur Xr, A M8; | 
LEN we can think of... -.. : 


bY As to, his Onnipreſence. WE, TO na. 

Idea at all of i 4t, for it is utterly. npg ible 

| for us. to., conceive, -how. the Ss 
|. ſhoud be: here, and: there, OT every, 
| where,in the ſame inſtant: Gal then fore. 
we; frame to our ſelves a 3H Nfl MN F: 


it. by that of continued extenſion ;; on 
at.the ſame time we are ſur this. mult be 
AG inconſiſtent. with the 0 Nap 
ot, Go 


wo And as for Fi FRSoL> of. God, we 
are-ſo. far from having any, notion'of it, 
that it cannot enterintoour. heads to think 
how God ſhou'd actually ſee a thing that 
hath no. being: | for , God. ſees. things to 
come, -4S$ we fee what is now... 50 that 
we can no more concelve it, than WE.Can 
conceive; how / a thing may. be,, :and 
not be at the fame time ;. and theretore 
we frame- to our ſelves the beſt Idea we 
_. 4 3. . 


Fg 


Ton 


Ho 
gat Mine i 


5 AY | og 


'F. * Fy 


very crumb: 
d f, year: x before they cam 


Fe + 7-2 


pre whe tions of them, by 
, Jar ping thoſe Sore wet Jer 
ble Dje v2 bo LE opera ib 
4 nds nq thus we repr 
Fs es and Power, and 3hþ 
and Holmeſs, and Mercy, &c. © 
from the. ſcanty notions we have of theſe 
things in onr felves, though they exhibit 
to us no more of the real nature of theſe 
thing | as they : are in God, than co:ftifiu'd Ho 
on $46 of his "Ocrinipreſence;. of + 
- 2 6g number ol of his Infinity; or I 
. ages of his Eternity. So that in J: 
f thoughts of thar divine Beiog we %J® 
proceed thus. The nature of God 1: 
: on ch, Þ,. * rherefere theſe thin s follow, But | 
things are rhe preate | perfections 
we 


* v bw 3 I. A % & 


by jelp of cheſei we form the beſt and: moſt 


us. inthis condition of inf 
neſs that we are now.in. Nor but that af- 
ter_ we have fram'd the biggeſt Idea''6f 


A 0:conceiye, pn Fs: 


is poflible for 
mity and bliod- 


God our Minds' are capable of; bythe 
greateſt enlargement of thele-perfe&tions, 


after all, 'tis as groſs a repreſentation. of 


-him as Darkneſs is of Light: and expreſ- 
ſeth nothung 'of the real-nature of "that 


jncomprehenſible Being to! us, nor: do 


they give us the leaſt glim _ 
4 is in himlelt. No 


>. But Secondly, As. we.can Boat 


FE + proper . and immediate idea of (God 
 chiroſelf, fo neither have we ſuch Idea's of 
any thing: relating to' another World. 


And therefore 'tt is that the Glory of Hea- 
ven is reveal'd to us under- the notion of 


Light; the greatneſs and ſplendour 'of 


that place, by that of a Kingdom; and 
the joys of Heaven by lenſual pleaſures, 
ſuch as Eating and D-7 ; "the operati- 
on of Grace, by. rhe noorthatent oF our 
Bodies, Ec. and. when God: himlſelFf -is 
ſpoke of, 'tis always by analogy with'the 


Members of a Human Body, andthe' ope- 
-rations of-pur Minds. Thus he is'men- 
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—_ Sw a conbink-or Or. ſake 
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-not EY of hs Fords ANC -vnia6 comin 
monly receiv'd and underſiood;' bur lik 
wile of thoſe common notions in the-minds 
of Men, of things in this World, to repre- 
ſent Truths," which .are 1in- reſpect of us 
now unconceivable;. and: for: which there 


are as yet nb-capacities in'our-nature. $0 


that in truth all the Idea's we' at preſent 
have of the things of another World, arc 
no other than a fort of Zypes-and: Figeres 
of things, the real nature of which 1s to- 
tally obſcur'd' from us.” 
And this is the literal meaning of thoſe 
. words of St. Paul, ER ing through 
a: Glaſs: darkly, (i. e.) by analogy only 
-with the'things of this World.:: But:zhex 
Face te Fage. (1, e ) we ſhall have as im- 
mediate a view of:thoſe heavenly Objects, 
as we have oe theſe. chings which an- 


ly 


__ Chriſtianity: not Myſterious. 


L—— 


ly repreſent them' to us.” [So'that when 
we-are faidto have theſe divine Truths 
reveal'd to us-in part, the-meaning'is nor, 
that any real part of the thing'as it is in 
ir ſelf is is exhibited ro our view; and the 
reſt obſcur'd; gr that we haveany indi 
io view of the thing-it ſelf, as 'we ſee 
an"Object 'ar a great diſtance.” Burr 
meaning is, that the whole is reveal'd to 
us under the reſemblance of ſome things 
in'this World, whereof we have clear and 
Gdtind Idea's. '! 43 
-And 'thus it is plain char though we 
may be faid to have /dea's of God and/Di- 
vine things, yet -they are not immediate 
or proper ones, but a fort of compoſition 
we'make up from. our Idea's of Worldly 
Objeas; which at the utmoſt amounts to 
no:more than a Type or Figure, by which 
fomething in another World is ſignified, 
of which we have no more notion than 
@ Blind-man hath of Zight, And. now 
that Iam fallen into this Metaphor, which 
ſeems + well to explain the' nature of 
the \thing, let us purſue-it a little; and 
ſuppoſe, that to a Man who had never 
ſeen-of heard any thing of it, it were to 
be reveald that there was ſuch a thing as 
Light. This man as'yet hath-neither'a 
nante. nor a #0#40# for it, nor any-capacity 
of 


to- rig (mc og of Light, 4 wor 
wholly poknown to him; nor. by; 


the thing-it (elf +. for then it were utterly 
impaſiible for him to comme, th 
Revelation.to others as blind as | 
for nothing: bur the lame Almighty, i- 


preſſjon | 

velation myſt be made by Words.and No- 
tions which are already in him... And 
cordingly when he is told, that it js a 
thing which can diffuſe ic ſelfin an inſtact 
many thouſands of miles round; and oy” 
ble him to know in a moment what: 
der all things lay at a great diſtance = 
him,. and what proportion they bore one 
to anather; .nay that it cou'd make him 
know where the Heavens lay; and by the 
help of this he ſhou'd there diſcern at 
once, « vaſt-and almoſt infinite number 
of very pleaſant Bodies ; and ia ſhort that 
without the help of his Stick or bis 4{and 
he ſhou'd. h_ every chi 
fore rw. After all, *ris pe oe this Man 
wou'd form to himſelf an Idea of..Light 
from his: Touch, he wov'd think ..it hat 
ike feeling, and perhaps call it by 


narne ; becguſe this was the beſt, ny 


ping.on his Mind any immediate Idea of 


cou'd do that. So - = this Re- 


that lay be- 


{ 


chk ger wn he heard of, muſt —_— 


Aoaſting one t toned 
fore onrting home: 


3 


tons fofr and ſmoorh. / 


- Joſt thus do we conceive: he chings 
of *antother World, fo that 'we may rack 
our invention, end turn 'and'windallthofs 
Idea's we have into'ten thouſand differenc 
ſhapes, and yet never make up any Ghe- 
neſs or - fimilitade;; of the real Nature of 
tholeObjeds of another World. Vis 


And now I hopey he: will grant it'a- 
thing poſſible for God tomake ſuch a Re- 


velation as this to a Blind'Man. Ani yer 
| by this conceſſion he deſtroys his whole 
Book. For upon his Principles it were-a 


thing uttcrly impoſſible for any Manthar 
was born Blind, to believe there is ſuch a 
thing as Light, uponthe teſtimony either 
of God or 'May, For without the ule of 
one of his Eyes at leaſt, he's fo far from 
having any clear and diſtin&t Idea of it, 
that he cou'd have no Idea'at all of it'as 
it is in it ſelf ; and therefore muſt never 
believe thit there is ſach a thing. Now 
it were"a very pretty way of revealing 
the nature of , Light to 'this Man, by o- 
penity of his Eyes. Then I muſt —_ 
e 


7 + : 


Py Lig a no las Madery 


a:him. : And when this Map mekes us 

nderſtand'.(as he) hath uodewakep) vhs 
nature of God,.and the thinggof another 
World,., as perfeRtly - as that 'Man doth 
the' nature of ;E:ight when this ;Eyes are 
open'd, ;} will yield; - But tillthen; Imuſt 
freely own outs:;to- be the,caſe--of that 
Blind Man, in. reſpe@ of all the. Myſteries 
of our Religion :;: and before this wonders 
ful Book of his comesout,'.Lam: very po- 
ſitive that nothiing-leſs rhanthe Almighty 
Power of Godis able to perform; what he 
| 5 ſifice it-requires the alteration 
of our holed, and the enlarge mect 
of all our Faculties, ON TAP 


But perhaps he will object here, Fir he 
a thing thus ampoſlible for us to haveany 
proper. Idea's: of - theſe things of. .another 
World, what-neceſſiry was therefor any 
revelation at all of them 2 wou'd not the 
immediate Objects of Senſe and; Reaſon 
have done ſo welk-without farther. refe- 
rence to any thing:beyond them? 1 An- 
(wer, go. For thediſcovery of therhings 
of another World even. thus fan, is abſo» 
lutely neceſlary. to make Men good-and 
vertuous. _ Though we had ever ſo great 


a convidion of the innate -excellency of 
E Vert ue 


Ich injry not Moyterious.” 


45 


Nis irflf,, yet _ _— _ -us bur 
like #' Spider's We might Fl 

have admir'e-ir for - it's Jehiouts: op 
cellertTontexrure; bur itwou'd havebeen 
- of no ſtrength; 'to reſtrainche upruly-in- 
clinatiogs "of »obp: Nature. + The-:excek 
lencics of Vertue; without theſe Revelati 
'ons; had beerv'a fort of Bonds and Fetters 
which iwou'd have'fat-as looſe upon- us as 
the' Air:z they wou'd: have ſerv'd- at beſt 
only to have raisd-onr: adrhuration, | 'but 
never to have influenc'd our pra@ice. 
'And+tlietefdre fince-they were -thus" ne- 
ceſſary, an&:bat-we-are nor :capable of 
any knowledge of them by dire and im- 
.mediateciutuition, there was no other way 
-of revealing. them to, us;..but. by -axalogy 
with the. things of this. Wotld. Any this 
Imperfe&tway: of. Revelation; is ſufficient 


— 


'ro anſwerdlliahe'ends of.,God, fince'it'is * 


'\abundaqtiyenoughts all the purpoles, of 
\Vattue 4nd Holineſs: as,#he' motions; of 
the theavenly;s Bodies repreſented ina 
Sphere, is ſufficient to-anſwer all the ends 
of humane life, though the Hypethefrs be 
all veny; chfferenc {rom»4cy,,and repreſents 
nothing lels.t0.us, ragn the realty SHIRE 
thine» 5 RT athts; j yy» yer: 

-* Jr beingye,as L bilge by. this timeyery 
Plainy ther-we have-no- tuchproper or.im- 
: mediate 


fical Brains, tn) their ants 
o'bri x down'theſe hidden things tothe 

vel" of our ? capacities of fenow- 
ledge : whereas the finding out a way of 
commerce with rhe Moon,” or-/how to. 
mdke' a 'viſit to-the fixr Stars, with: 
os oa. <4 1. By wats 


| -1The other Propoſition 1 laid down in 
hy erm to —_ _ Ws 1; 


1 4 
£43 


Ielief of chews is founded: per clear aud. di. 
- Kind 1dea's. Not of 'themiſclves/#but of 

thoſe things by whieh'the oafrnad 
-tos;-and becauſe of thoſe thioſore have 
From thence of their OSLO Set 
Tes and our go-rocool TTL LIAR” cont, 

And here we are to obſerve whask made 
Hitbaore, viz. That in every; | 
there are two things to be conifiderd.- 
2.' Something that- we do comprithend faby, 
*nd Secondly, - Something that'we'rhave no 


notion 


PR IP 


notibn at allof> ' 'As to this latter partof 
it, 4©:iis wholly exempted from the -difs/ 


quifirion of Reaſon, and: Faith alone+can- 


reach it; \for:our Reaſon fails us | where: 


we have no Idea's. So that in refſpe&t of 
this-part of the Myſtery, -theſe and; ſuch 


like expreſſions of his are very true, wiz.” | 


: That the intermediate. Tea: can be mo P. 14. 


proof,” where the agreement with both Idea's 
of the queſtions not evident.” And again; 


That: when we*have no-Notrons or Ided's 
of a thing wo 'canuor Reaſow about'it ati alt. 
For, as I have ſhewn, we-haye no'proper 
immediate" dea's of the things revealed to 
us-4n the Goſpely [and therefore: we can'e 
ſpeak one word of ſenſe about the real as 
ture of them, as they are in themſelves. 

All beyond: this World; as yet, us but 


2'\dark and empty #oideto 0s3a0d we may. 


ſend out. out. Reaſon to rangentbackward 
and forward inceſſantly, till Soul and Bo- 
dy" part, and" never difcover' the leaſt 
glimps of light, into the-4rue nature of 
any thing beyond this ſcanty Sphere of 
ours.” i''We have- no : zterinediate: Jdea's 
to\make:Inferences concerning them, and 
if-/we-had; there-cou'd be noapplicationolt 
chem to things \whereof'- we have:no' no» 
fs tion. 


pants Socket 4hvs far crubing of a- 
- Bother Wonkd 15 & Myſtery 6- 4s, -and a 
£w-borw tyfant: knows as-nwch-of them, 
\ bating their ekyfraro randy, anctheilearned{t 
chart 1nthe workd: abt rn Sao 
{iP as:to that other pate ofithem which: 
_ is knowable-byrus (4.. 6.) a8nfar as.we are; 
able to conceive theſe divine things, by 
analogy withthe things of-this World; ti- 
"uher under the:;fmzlituderef Srofble Qbjedts; | 
orithe Operat ions.\ of our..own<Mind, they. 
fall entirely under the conſiders tion of our 
Reaſon... [Thudfar. we liave avicleariand 
diſtin&t-Ideas;of them). AS.3WE: havoiok.0- 
ther ordinary: worldly Qbjedts., ; Apdyi 
reſpect _ £ L $1 | | art Ha | HER Y}, 


"Ws; | 27" 3 07) + bros mon, 
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"= - T1092 1h. lm dab 4 be nc ns: 
1; - hat habe Goſpel 15 Kantng'y _ 
er or :.14 4-10 757 
$302 Fe VYIned] 744-7 I AJ 
1\.For a rclatiogs of God: are-in-a 
way fuitabletothoſe powers of knowledge 
wei:havescandhe requires-1s to: believe 
clog gbrs Juſt and reaſonable. 


For 


For as he FROM To 2th tyramnically IP RESI: | 
iy: ibacome the Devil; In refſpe&: of- this 
rof:the:Myſtery, all that he contends 
for holds 'true. We muſt have clear and 
diftintt 1dea's of the things; ' we ' muſt 
have #ntermediate tdea's to find out the as 
greement between the Extremes.» What 
needil inſtance-in-any more-particulars ?\ 
I allow him'thus far, all the Clearneſs,: Pers 
ſpicaity, Evidence and Reaſon any man can 
wiſh. for: And all the! requeſt I would 
make to theſe Men of Reaſon is, That 
they woud ceaſe to ask for a rational ac- 
count; of what: neither they nor--we can 
have any motion of; and that as toievery 
'thingelſe in Religion they wou'dbe' asex- 
at, and critical, and ſeyere-in their Rea- 
ſonings as poſſible they cari-: ;Andiunleſfs 
they find more reaſon to believe.the truth 
of thoſe things reveal'd in the Goſpel,thatt 
it is poſſible tor: thens to have! for what 
any Man fays/:theni} will alow-them: ro 
be the only Men:0df Senſe, and 'that we 
are only ſoft and cretulous fools: {7 
'Tis every mans» native Right. and Pri- 
vaege to judge and examine every ching, 
before. he giveshis. aſlent. ro-it 3.) and-tis 
thisalone which diſtinguiſherh our Chriſts- 
an Faith fromblind Credulity,becaule itad- 


ants of :ſuck-enquiry.. For ; though we 
E have 


: = no otion.: ng nai 
yer. Sfuficictly aſh dof choc 


4 is for a: Body to corrupt \and rot ;:and 
| likewwifeilknow: what an athletick haþitof 


v 
AL wn! 
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tra in roach things i is > lia Code 

again di we hive c/tar: and: diftinit 
tele#s,: we-nfer 'the-exiſtence of-.thoſe 
things whereof we have: no- Jdea at all. is 
for inſtance in this Propoſition. * 


{-\ 1This Corruptible [hab | put. o0n-Tncorrup- 
k S, t; $55 FL 


we oak 'S, INE YE! LCA EET 
 Thaveaclear and diſtin Idearof what 


-body i54td fora perfonto/have a firm con- 
Ningtion/andeo remain —_ ia ut- 
4nolt 3 autyi\and wigeur "ot a mpg 
Yohth; which is: the beſt-Idea! of ncor- 
awprionthat:T canfrdmeto my felt now. 
And>therredſon 4 give my-afſentito-this 
Prop6fition,: is \not ibecaiſe I haveiany, 
the leaſt notion of that immutable fate of 
Perfettion which a'Body ſhall be-rais'd to, 
and which” is here: repreſented under the 
notion of Arcorraption : But becauſe[thave 
cofficient-proof. for thetrith-of 1t:in-this 
"Type-or Bigure-by which \it1s repreſented 
20 ls thar it is Paroge tor ne WO 
5 (z.e, ) the 


and 


WITTE ot Myſlerius." $2 


_ ery 
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( e:)-the contutring teftimonies iof Pro- 
cre," Miracles," and' the» Excellency of 
Ihr 'DoXrine - which they 'preach'd, who 
wete” made the inſtruments 'of revealing 
this rome. | ; e112 
' And thus likewiſe, though we have NO 
Idex of Godashe is in himſelf, 'yet-wein- 
fer his £xiftexce from thoſe: clear and idi- 
ſtin@ Ideas we'have of the things of/Na- 
ture ; which is the 'very 'meaning of the 
Apoſtle when he'fays, 147 that: was 'torbe Rom; i 
known of 'God was manifeſted "in them, for "9. 
the inviſible. things of him fromthe creations 
of the World are clearly ſeen, being under- 
food by the things that are made. \'It wis 
for want: of is 1dea ' of  him-as he's, 
that made the Heathen'World:run into /- 
dolatry, and repreſent him under the fi- - 
militude of ſome:ofthe meanec/t of his Crea- 
tures. And' now by "Revelation, what 
we come to'know' more of him is, "that 
-we can have no l[dea at all vf him as'he 
iS in himſelf : and” as it follows it is this 
will-one day render all fdels withoat ex- 
cuſe, 'becauſe though they 'had no clear 
and” diſtinCt Ideas of the things of another 
World, yet God did notleave them with- 
out 1ufficient proof of their 'exiſtence'; 
nay'greater than it was poſlible for wn 
to have of any 'thing elle. 
E 2 From 


Divine Pory -becau ſe he Gf on Which 
ane... is grounded: is fallible, and thar- of 
the: other infallible ; and conſequently's 
greater degree of knowledge in the.” one 
than.in.the/other. This '1s one reaſon 'of 
ufing theſe 'two words Faith and Xuowledge 
{/ipromiſcuoufly in ſome places of the 
New Teſtament, becauſe our belief of a 
" meer. man; is but a precariousaſſent, but 
- the, Chriſtzan. Faith may be called Xunt- 
dedge in a more peculiar ſence, becauſe we 
are obliged to believe nothing, but what 
we have. infallible proof for. Whieh4- 
gain ſhews'the falſity of that ſaying of his, 
Awbich he lays-ſuch a ſtreſs upon. That 
Divine and Humane Revelations do not dif- 
fer in degrees. of perſpicuity. For where 
here is a: greater degree . of "Anowledge, 
there is a, greater degree-'of  Perſpicutty, 
-but in the Chriſtian Faith there is agreat- 
er degree of ., nowledge, Ergo. 

And now/we' ſee plainly the error of 
thoſe men, -who out of a miſtaken zeal for 
the My/ſterigs of Chriſtianity, have fer 
themſelves ro defend them, by bringing 
them down to the /zvel of a man : and 
_,endeavour by thi Spun notions, to ſolve 
The ny difficulties 1 in them vpon the 
Principles 
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raſh and inconſiderate attempts; ;and;when. 
allis done, their, failing in:what.ghey aim 
at,.yis . the be{t:defence ef aur.Chriſtian 
Myſteries. If weihad. nor. a-determinate 
ſenſe for the wards wherein - they/ are re- 
veal'd, they. could:be no Artzcles of Faith. 
And.if they, cou'd..be fully folv'd. and ex- 
Plaind, they. wou'd ceaſe ta be-Myſteries. 
This hath givet the Enemies: of: our Reli- 
gion a great advantage, for. when they 

1dthey: are not to be throughly-agcount- 
ed-for (as indeed they are not) upon 


the ſtrength of Reaſon, together with-the 


aſliſtance of that degree of Revelation we 


now. have, they utterly 'rejeRithem, as 


inconfiſtent with. thoſe powers-of know- 
ledge which God hath given-us;-/ Never 
diſtinguiſhing between - that part of a 
Myſtery, which we nnderſtand.;.clearly 
and: diſtintly, and will admitof the 
ſtricteſt enquiry .of the morge/t ;Reaſorer ; 
and:the ſu&/tance of the thing {ignified by 
it, whereof we have no Idea'ar! all, and 
therefore nothing can be more abſurd 
than\ro raiſe any Diſputes abour it; 

-lt wou'd certainly be very pleaſant, to 
hear--two ſuch quzck/aghted blind men as 
[ſpoke |. of, "diſpute warmly - concerning 


the nature of Light, and how many ſcem-- 


E 3 ing 


 there''was' ſwob a mhingy- 


'ſtence ofvit, then they!-wou'd have ſult. 


gonething frocm-another, Sohn 
| 7 about -_ Ay Sf 
rior; thaticit-2was reveil'd: ation that 
which ſhood| 
make” rhe very happy: fome'time i oy:04 
ther,' when! God ſhou'd-open their eyese 
Their buſineſs was not to conſider, whes 


fo compre mens >the nature. of this kin 
but wherhe 4 


under <hoGHEcioiN of fucty things whereof 
they had*tlear andi\Diſtiaft "Idea's. If it 
were diwjely" reveal'd,- and they. had faf- 
ficient-teſtimonies for the reality and &xti= 


cient realpn to believe-it, without ahy: 
ra andiſtinct Idea of the thing it 

5% 1930; 
YO thats WE Nip a TOM methotdj.a- 
oainſt all-rhe Oppoſers of | Revelation and 
Myſteries," when we goabout to explain 
to:them whar is really: inexplicable byus: 


you maby ſuch. prophane and irupious 


Books 


Books 2s:thele have been therahtequence 
oft We. are neitheriable.:to- gppretiend 
anything of:theſe Myſteries, nor.if we 
knew: them; cou'd; we! explainithemilſo #8 
tomake other-people-underſtand'ns;: Tis 
the- greateſt Fob, becauſe it-is inpoſitle; 
andthe greateſt Boldneſs, becauſe it is fear- 
ching-into : what is hidden from us; and 
all-theſe elaborate: Iutricacies.are\but mik 
chievans trifting. And when: Men talk 
ſo/much, 'ofi:'what they have! wv ea ofi 
It. muſbalways end&in darkneſs and'cpnfh- 
fion.. ” That ipart-of a: Chriſtian-Myſtery 
which is inte/igible and plain, wasiever 16; 
that part whnch.is my/tercous, notwirk 
anding| all their-vain endeavours, will 
ever»be fo-till we come to anotherWorld. 
'Therefore: our-way - to deal, with theſe 
men'is,to fix:the right /er/e and\ndaning; of 
thoſe Propoſitions;: wherein the'My ſterics 
of the Goſpel are reveal'd to us; and then 
to-infiſt uponithe Proofs we: Have for the 
truth of the Revelation, and'ſhew'thar 
they are ſuch as ovght to convince any 
reaſonable unprejudic'd man; ! infomucli 
that \if they do not give their'-aſfent to 
them; they ſhall be without excuſe: when 
they come to: be try'd for. their Infidelity: 
_Thus/'we ſhou'd:turn the; conrſe wofionr 


a into a right Chanel, 'and cony 
; E 4 _ Topng 


;mportinent Objections | 
Ge that-bur QbriſtianiFaith 
however:is-:n0 lazy credulity, or vlind:im- 
Plicite:dfſent, fince ir-is bailt-apon a better 
foundation;:than; is paſliblytor ane:man 
to lay; without the: concurrence of the 


7 Himighty: Pawer of God: momuch::that 


we areteady' to join [ewith-them, ups 
- on'thePrinciples of Reaſon; invevery: poine 
of our;Ghriſtian Faith as far as the: nmngs 
reveal d'tallwithin thecompaſs of jeiks..-? 
' And:therefore were I to \give a reaſon 
of my belief .of the - TRINITY, Jaying 
aſide all offe#ation of hard;words, and: ah< 

. er ff as apt Notions; { wou'd.do it 
+3 INES, _13-*55 

Fam: fully. perſwaded of: the neceſſity 
of- Revelation . in general, in -order to all 
the purpoſes of Yertue and: Picty inthis 
life; and T am convinc'd that: thoſe:Reve+ 
ations. of the: things "of another” World, 
' which are-made in the Goſpe!, have bet. 
ter. proofs of:: their Divinity: than-any+o- 
ther whatſoever. 'They have ſuch'ze/7i: 
Moniee. of their com ig from God, Ap 
i _ Froph Ce 


= hes - 
pr of the Dodtg therein” coa- 
rain'd; to our-common Notions, char if if L 
uſe' my" Reaſon with the! ener wet 
in- theſe that I doin other Hibgs, 1 
give my-aſſent to them. ++ 157 ++>7S)pods 

In thoſe writings Ifind this Propoſition; 


ky 


Thire ave Three that Irar Bacurd:iib & 


ven, the Father; the Word vawd the: Hgly * 195-7 


Ghoſt, and theſe Three are one*. _ 
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bo 
ry 'Fh War; on err 
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| _u Though we grant this Text was fiot «mk 
the Nicexne- Councs{ againft the, drr3aus,. and. 

found in man ancient C opies, , NE thoug 

fhou'd grant'thar it 'was' et. originally4n the 

of S:. Fohn,' 'in'is however a xord Argumen for the 
Doctrine of the Tinity,-.. Er, 

It it was a Marginal Note, and (c bc rept 1nro the 
Text, this howeyet ſhews it ro have been the' Opi- 
nion of the'moſt' Ancient arid Primirive Chriſtians; 
who put this/Comment to the Ter... 

If they ſay. this was pur in by the Orthodex, it, 
was done in fition ro Herericks, and this was 
a ſafficient ov ence'of their firm belief of the" Do» 
arine'of rhe T-inzty rhen. 1 

- Bur if this. Texr was expup SE *by. the PR, 
who, as St. Ambroſe obſerves of them, * were retriat= 
| kable for this ſort of fraudrifent dealing with'the 

Scriprures, 'rhen there was a grear deal of reaſon for 
reſtoring. of it... + 
hough, it be not in n ſome Copi ies, yet ir is in 
os and thoſe very ancient, ” And thar' w 
may 


EE 73 


embtne Fr the ces FL 
expre Fin £ r 
enume. And we DArh. no po bur if it _eT 


g 
in wer of our modern Herezicks of the ſame 
we BAS *ou'd be lefr ont vf Alt choſe Copies, 


T-? 1 a notre w prdecny. 


C* 


- 


3% £ 


"aldicin wheoce and Pal: many other 
paſſages in the Scriptures, 1 find that 
there'is'a Diftinftion made in the' Godhead, 
rider” theſe” three. names of Father, Son, 


_ altogether | by: the ward Krinitys 
anc J he! word nt And't 


_ + 


Wh 


ugh, to cx- 
eſs" Myſtery. + 
. Now 1 nds + arwngs of the Manner 
Vature of this Diffintio if the holy 
Scriptures, any otherwile-than that the 
Son was otten, and: that he Hoy: 


conclude: the here is. ſomething more than 
a: meer Nominal. Diſtinition, becauſe we 
are ſaid to be Baptized, in the: name of 
fs Father, and ef the Son, and of. the. Hi 

Y 


© Chntionnyanr Natorious. 53 
ly Ghoſt. Whieh ent needs tmport-ſomic- 
thing more than if: that, Commiſſioni hag 
ran thus. -. Go -Baptize ab o'Nattans. in the 
name of | Jehovah; and of Mohim, and of 
Adonai. | Arid:if there were:not fomethi 


more intended, than barely:thatithey ſhow 


doitinithe name-of God,thus wares oteidy 
les tautology. 

Again, 1; conclude that - they: are \nab 
three diſtin# different Spirits, for; -thew 
there muſt , be. three Gods, contrary toi 


Reaſon and Sorjpture. From:-all whiek:Þ 
infer, there is in the Godhead ſomething: 
more than,a meer-nomindl-Piſtinition,: and 
ſomething {e(s. than that of three 4ifforent: 
Spirits. And\becauſe 1 find each Perſan, 
ſeparately :as\ well-as jointly. mention'd an» 
God, and; Divine: Worſhip allow'd and! 
paid to them. Therefare.;as/ that excel» 
lent Creed-expreſieth it, {\uporſbip the Tri: 
nity in Unity, aud\Unity.im Trinity ; neither 
je the Perſe on, w dividing. as 
Subſtance. 

Now at the.ſame time Lenght chiaupton 
feſion of my Faith, 1 alew!I bave nov the! 
leaſt knowledge how ftriQithis 1/9149 
nor how'great the Diltindliov. It is 2s; 
much beyond my Reaſor, as the Glory, of: 
God is beyond my Szght; and any Man 


who trives to conceive it himſelf, or 
takes 


Arh: Ing * 


wins p painsto obpli it to windich, is SY 
y-offucha folly, 'thati Fean't- think of 
any aQion 1n-nature extravagant. enough 
to march it/\oWfave faw s Mani tretching 
> his hand: witha great deal of Yehe- 
down a'Star, we ſhou'dcer- 
eainty conclude! him diſtrated x: 
tis utterly impoſlible for him to rearhs It, 
or 'graſpiit if hereou'd. *'Tis the very:caſe 
of e Men,*who go about'to account 
for Bos manner-of that.Z/aity, and Diſtin- 
#;on- for Wi: they -have neither ae 
nor:7dea's. ' DE 1 
izAnd therefote' fay it again, 41n oppo: 
Aition to this Tnſolent Man,-that-I thus 


adore what 7" eanvot comprebend: © This is 


one of thoſe Myſteries reveal'd:in the Go- 
; and it is never the leſs a Myſtery for 
a thing he: thatt®:yer ſaid, .or' ever will 
a 
will be ſo'to'the end of the World.  How- 
ver my afſentto this is not precarious and 
mmplicite, or any eafte blind Credulity; but 
1s-founded -uport clear and diſtinf Tdea's, 
For! there are eos things to be done by 
oy reaſonable:rhinking Man; -+concern- 
ing any gh 0c-eroh Whois Whefery' is 
reveald. 5 IE 


for - the: Union is inexplicable, and 


+ Fd wt x it a. 


E ACE ot ' Myſterious.” 
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wy To 0 be ſure that he mderdand wel the 


meaning of the Words. :; 1 
2. /That-be- difcern 1 no C Kana Jo in 


thein 


3; T hat bs hath ſu << ihes ak of 4 the 
Revelat ions coming from God. 


1. Asto the firſt of theſe, in reſpect of 
the 'Myſtery I am now. upon, I under- 
ſtand very well. the meaning of the Words 
wherein it »is/ reveal'd ;- and they them- 
ſelves who oppoſe this DoQrine under- 
ſtand them as well as I ;. for if they did 
not know what was meant by the Words, 
they.wou'd-never-ſet themlelyes to argue 
againſt itz: for-there is no other: way | of 
confuting Nonſenſe, but ſaying it is ſuch, 
So that- thus far, if it prove to. be true, 
theſe. Propoſitions. wherein the Trinity is 
reveal'd, will hold good againſt them at 


the day of: Judgment, and render them 


without Excuſe, 


4. 2: As to the ſecond thing, I ſee no Cor- 
tradition in it; and it there were, I would 
utterly reject-it.. For. to ſay that 7hree 
are - One, 1s fo far from being a-contradi- 
ion, that there '15 nothing more com- - 
mon 1n ordinary diſcourſe, than for any 

| one 


. rraditions; were'carch/drupinimetiarely; 
and forc'd toexplain himſelf upon allfuch 
vecaſions; it wou'd make: corver/ation® ve- 
ry troubleſome. As \if' -one ſhow'd* ſay, 
that there are three diſtint things in a Man, 
a Body, the Animal Spirits, and'an Jm- 
material Sabſtance, and yet "theſe 7 hret 
are but Oxe;; andihe' ſhoud' be forcd' to 
explain himſelf and 'fay, that his meaning 
is-not, that: 7hrce Men'are One Man, 'or 
that'One Man'is:Zhree' Men, They who 
cry there 'is a Contradittion' in this My/ſte- 
ry, ſeem *to -me neither to know 'what a 
Contradi@ion is, nor whatis the Chriſti 
an Faith concerning -the Trinity.” For 
we'dowr believe thar' the Divinity is' One 
and Three tn thefaine ſenſe 5 "then'indeed 
it wou'd be a contradiction. But' we af 
firm the quite contrary,” v/z. that the 
Godhead is One and Three'in diferent-res 
ſpefts. So that all this noiſe of Contrad?- 
&;on vaniſhes, and the whole forcei'offthe 
Objection amounts to no more than this, 
viz. That we are'not able-to conceive, 
in'what reſpe7 he is oe; and in what res 
fpe& he is three; and therefore 'becauſe 
we'have no clear and diſtin Idea of-this, 

we 


not4 able to vceeint for Fhisg and- it-is-this 
that amdkes it's Hy/ſtery,@.and if 4. cou'g 
clearly-ſolve the manner of this 7n;onand 
Diſtinition it wOu 'd ceaſe to be ſuch. Thus 
muck.:6þ\i6.-is -purely / the: 04je of my 
Faith, and- the: Authority ,of God is the 
_— greund.of ny alles to: this Part of 
Ceeenaety 


F nd Frome cllentomnt of this Reve- 
lation's, Cn, from -God. -I haye for 
This; :all tHe proof that I have. for, the 
Freth of. the Scriptures; and the Divine 
Milhonef; the Perſons who, wrote then 
ſo thatzh guſt either] r4jeZ all reveal'd Re 
ligton, or Milow This-to bg.jan Article -of 
my Faith; =: 
- But pethaps this Man will Objecs.chat 

chiakhe thou'd grant\irita be an, Article 
of Faithj:yet it 1s [0,110, farther than we 
can. eagle it;-,;But 1.+have already 
made-it{out-at the beginning, 'that both 
'what \we-do,.\and what. we-cannot'know 
are both in groſs, calld-the ſame Myſtery ; 
and: that my.aſlent- ta; what: 1,do not: ap- 
\prebendl,..is-founded ;ppon, the Antbortty 
of 'God, -but:my-afleat-to,what,.I do.ap 
prehend is tounded-ypon-Eyidence : Ih 
fitſt-afſeng is |propesly; Faith, che lafl; 
Knowledge. 


we mug vatesly rejecQ; i 1 grant. weare 


NE nn re yon 
- OF FIR: Ms = ; it ſhou'd-be 
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= EY ri by the -Conpltied of 
Plbphecics the Miracles he wroughe; and 
the agreeableneſs-of- his Dofrine” toithe 
natural ſentiments of -our.'/Minds;:-thas 
| _— Feſus Chriſt was, 'He-came from 
- I find hini'in many -/places aflam- 
no bimnſelf the Name, and/Tiles;-and 
ip of G6d--Tn diſcourſing with: the 
ey be uſeth'this form. of- Speechy Befor 
Abrabam wis'T AM, on purpoſeito 
Nifie to them, thir he was that very. Dis 
wine Being Which *was reveal'd:'to Moſes 
under that Name. And ſometime after 
he tells them; thit 'as he 'was the'Son of 
God; fo He ahi the Father were-vit;, That 
the Jews underſtood him in2his> ſenſe 1 
am ſure, becauſe'they took up+Srones at 
each of theſe ſayings, to None him-as a 
Blaſphemer, -becauſe he made. bimſelf equal 
with God. if *theſe/expreſſioris were not 
to be underſtebd in the ſey/e they took 
them, he won'd' certainly have undeceived 
them, and-have made it known, ithat he 
was not God i* the ſenſe they: underſtood 
5 but that Hewas ooly: #: God by 
yATE? -..  Deputa> 


PE ICI 


* he. was eternal God. equal with the Father, 
the very ſame God who was ſignify'd-by 
that: facred name I A M. _And:he: hath 


never-undeceiv'd either them or:u5 to this: 
day 3: but inſtead; thereof hath 'us'd many 


Exprefſions to countenance and encourage 


this notion of him; and therefore if I- 


act like a reaſonable Man, I am under a 
neceflity either of giving my aſſent to this, 
_ or of awtrerly rejecting him as an Impaſtor. 


-'Now- had he. been -an/ Impoſtor, "God. 


who ſhew'd himſelf always very jealous of 
his Honour, wou'd never have confirm'd 
this DoQrine of his with fuch repeated 
Teſtimonies. If we ſuppoſe him to be on- 


ly a \Meſſenger come from God, and: a: 


meer Man who ſpoke only by. his Spirit 


and Commiſion, he wou'd never have usd 


ſuch;Expreſſions as muſt naturally:be miſ- 
| underflood, and lead thouſands: into the 


; groſs fin-of /dolatry, which of all others: 
is:the moſt deteſtable to God.. Moſes 'was' 
never ſuffer'd to enter into the Land of. 


Canaan, for a much Jeſs ſuſpicious Exprel- 
ſion; and 1n the heat of paſſion roo. 'Muſt 


we bring water out of the Rock ? which: 


Was. a vat-2/0rious infinuation,' tit they 
| *Þ wrought 


ration, according to theiwild:notion 
ofthe Socinians; But he ſpoke rthe Truth, 
and the Jews underſtood him right, That : 


! 


proper _ This 
| theſe Expreſſjons'of 
our. Sadone? Y Lion this T emple,. and. in 
three: days 1 will raiſe it iagain. I. chavs: 
power to lay. dawn tvy life, and: 7 have;power. 
to takerit ug » And. before Abraham: was 
T7 am. ; And-indeed that paflage concern- 
ing Moſes, - ſeems to-have. been upon: Re- 
cord by the ſpecial providence. of God: 
for this very purpole, .that it might be a 
good argument of conviction tothe Fews: 
of the Divinity of the Son; ſince this/in-: 
ference. was very natural . and obyieus 
from it, 442, ; rad 


If God was ſo FE? with Moſes 4 
making uſe of one Expreſſion, whichſeem' d. 
20 encroach upon his Prerogative ; then bow: 
far wou'd be. have been from £700g, 7 eftiy 

of much more frequent an ater: 
_ to.a Perſon who by many 068 
Expreſſions ;, afſum'd to himſelf. the. Jul 
__ aud perfeftion of the. Godbead 3 if. 

__ wat really | py by: gave habits out 
f 0 BE, | 


For this IR [ fay TOW I can't res 
jt him as ari /mpoſtor, therefore |-believe: 


His Propoſition, gog confeſs, the: bidſd 


Jef us 
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Jeſus"'the Soh of God'to be'Erernat God 
equal with the Farher.' a0 ME Tres 22m lon 
"Now thus' far” } proceed in'this 3/2 
py upon the ſtricteſt rules of 'Reaſonrandl 
Pvidence, 'and my Faith of -this Propoſt- 
tion is founded upon clear 'and* Jiftihilk 
tdea's; for I know clearly who T mean 
by Feſas Chriſt, (4. e.) that Perſon who wias 
born of the Yirgin Mary, and Cruciffed 
under Pontius Pilate; I have a clear and 
diſtin Idea of what it is for ove th7#9 w 
be equal to another ; and 1 apprehend ve- 
ry well what is ſignify'd by che name of 
Go# here, (z.e.) that Divine Being whoſe 
. neceſſary Exiſtence, T infer” from that 
clear knowledge I have of: his Creatures: 
And of whoſe Nature, though 4 have not 
the leaſt notion as zt is i» ſelf, yerT 
form the beſt Idea of him' 1 'can by ens 
larging all the PerfeQions'that are diſcern- 
able in the Creatures. And 1 have a clear 
afid diftin@'idea, of what it' is for' vzd 
Perſon to be the" Son of another. Thus 1 
underſtand the meaning of the'wmords; nor 
is'there "any thing in thens coutradiftory 
to. my Reaſon. And laftly,' 1 have 
clear and: diſtin Idea's of thofe 17raca- 
tous proofs to'the ſenſes of Mei; and of 
thole completions of Prophecies; and' the 
excellency' of that Doftrine"they on” 
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ix | els of..4t ta he CO 
The: agreeableneſs ot..it..ta the « 


notions of Men, and i nature 5cndp 
ey:to-make-Men. cafe and pleaſant, and 
uſeful to-one. another... . All -which T aiſe 


ſuch-an Evidence or Knowledge in _my 


mind:of the Divinity of his Miſſion wha 
reveal'd this Propoſition. to me, .that I 
mult do wo/ence to my Reaſon, if I da 
not give my-aſſent ro it. And thus far 
it-is not ſo properly and. ſtrialy a My- 


ery. | 


-» But when I think of this. P-opaſition 
again, | Feſus the Son of God, is God equal 
with the Father. 1 muſt own at the ſame 


time I give my aſext to it, I bave.na 


knowledge at all of that Eternal Genergs 
t20u, which; I form an zmproper 1deaof 


. from the Procreation of pne Man from ano- 


ther. Nor [have I any notion, of. this 
wonderful: 7nioz of the Humane nature 


with the Divinity.  Nor.can I in the 


leaſt imagine wherein this Equality con- 
fiſts. Theſe and all other things relating 
to the manner of -it, are wholly out of- 
the reach of all my Capacrzzes, and.total- 
ly obſcurd from'me. Theſe are the things 


which make-ir a My/ery, - and in reſpet. 


of this part-of it,, the Authority or Vera- 
city of (God, . is the pnly ground, of my 
Perfpafion; and my Chriſtian Faith of 


Chriftianity not M fte 


this FEY confiſts, in thus! giving my 
aſEnt to the exiſtence, of ithings which þ 
have no_notion of, when-he-chath'taken 
care to give me ;undoubted-Teſtimonies, 
of, the Roadeinals coming from- him. 
And L truſt he- will accept. of 3, becauſe 
"tis no. raſh inconfiderate-aſent,; but that-I 
uſe; rhoſe powets:of knowledgel have; as 
Rrittly, and #mpartzaily-ir.thiss; as I-woud 
do in any-aftair.. which immeliaely can 
carp d my. life. .; 

.;And thus'] hope it plainly aPpean 
little reaſon-:theſe People have to talk to 
us-of a blind implicite aſſent or. cafie cre- 
dwulity, ſince in our Chriſtian Faith we pro- 
eced. upon--the ftriQteſt; rules. of Reaſon, 
and.build our aſfent upon no foundation 
ba. what we-know to be'firm.. - - 

+ And'now before I proceed to the other 
part. of his Book, I ſhall.repeat in ſhort 
the! Principles he. lays down. for himſelf 
to g0. upon in this, . and the, following 
ons which he! threatens the World 
WIT 

The whole fame of his Logick i in 
ſhort then is this. 


Evidence is. the only: _ of Fu 


ſwf 7on (1. e&,) you'can never give your aſ- 
ens eyen to the atery or/ exiſtence of 'a- 


P. £3. 


P;- 23. 


pays fay;":you 


W "thing, buy <ERODOIIN as wah 
EEE poltdo+ of anyorbilg in! the 
1 andCotmpreheid it-as: BY! ark 

ks ect mh 


bing, Jabiwhewtr Birys retdkrdp —— 
- that oli kane rs > ing for 


p' betteving; that'2 and: 2 ond 
A thing may be very true-indeed,- ai 
You' not 4dizvo 1 it; but/4f: this trutÞbe 
evident to you; your a(tatimuſt gecellk/ 
rily follow? *So'that yowearrbelieve:ne- 


_ thifig, | but» whes | you Jcans (help! it ;\ ah 


when you &in't avoid-itz then you maſh 
belitve it; for God' bath" + ken 7 \ouÞf 
our. Power ro'tliffeut from: an eviddent-1 
Min. © AS our” kind: : Diſpaſer hath pay us. 
#Hdler a Fig; of * ng! before the” Liytt 
wid Miſety"of© Evidence; nd therefore 
this: Dilated atake" och! an 1dob of 4t 
as 'totallyi1ro exclude all difference, oval 
ſent ro the Word of the true God. For ws 
fother:Principle of his is -/ ITS S 


—\ 
a> 


2. That Authority is Ree a means + E He 
formation;4(iE.): you cat believe neither 


| Gbd; nor/Martupon theisWord, forthey 


can n only rela Ling ev you, bur = 


—_— PY 


: h Chriſtizniny m0! Myftevibus.. by. FT J 


ther of them can'influence your Mind to 
an'affent. So that to ſpeak plainy,. "tis all 
ape: in _reſpet of -your aſſent - whether 
-God;'or Man, or the Devil ''tells you a 
thing,” for though you are convincd that 
God always tefs truth, and the Devil is a 
Liar; yet ſtill-you-believe-the-thing-ne- 
ver the more becauſe it comes from God. 
_ Alas! the veracity of God isnot to6(beire- 
arded-in the caſe;/ no, you muſt -bow 
Pikiro re.the Light and Majeſty of Evidence 


But ſuppoſe .'God and the Devil ſpeak 
two'contrary: Propofitions, 'as itt the caſe 
of Eve. Is the day that thin eateft thereof 
#hou:ſhalt ſurely'Pie." And; 'T howſhalt not 
iſaxely Die. The words of theſe' two Pro- 

poſitions were'equallyclear'to/hev;- the un» 
derſtood the fub/axce of them alike ; and 
her Zed's of the things ſpoke of were 6 
qually clear and diftintt.  What.then'was 
the ground. of heriſſent to the'latrer ?/ it 
cou'd'not be+Evitexce, for according to 
him, 'both theſe | Propoſitions,” had 'equal 
pretence to her * aſſent upon this ſcores 


«+; E Þ i 


'*Ir tay be thought thar T have raken a wrong 
Inſtance, becauſe ar firſt. fight; ir! lopks as'if ir was 
the conſens only of her Will, withgur any deluſion 


of her Underſtahding. Bur on ſecond thoughrs you 


E _ oy 1 gt. _—_ erate ginger worn 7 tre" AP; POIROT _ , 
» . ®» 
! ws , Na tains 
| ſer) a:Bopks, 
7 1 S One < bY « X Y 3 E253» ; 4 © " * 


ER mes 


COND nn nnd 


= og nh, oh his,is no. other thanto dj 1eve exhe rut ; 


fry, 8 which records this alle perſw: far 
- hef Underftatiding as rhe te ion which prevaite 
- pon ber'; fot theconſefit offher Will did no-follon 
till the ; exit hag, remoy A hex Objedtion-froms has 
" aying's s, 1n the « day that rhou eareſt rhereel 
-rhou that: farely die, | 


i 


, : ; $ Lf 
Ly 


wn —_ —— 
oe" A—— __ 


—_ 


and chardfore. cothing.s remains to he tho 
.ground-of her. aſſent,. but -the Authority 
ira of. God or of the Dew/l. - And-find 
by fad. experience it was the AUCOONNE 
þ;£ latter "that (way d her... 
-But;'tis plain; ſhe bad\a greater dogred 
-of Evidence or Knowledge of the truthiof 
the farmer. Propoſition, becauſe ſhe\knew 
_it.camefromGoud who con'd nat lyeyand 
yet we-fnd-ſhe rebell'd againſt this. Evi- 
dence, Mhayegs had ſhe been under ſuch 
a,neceſlity of Ponies before:the Light and 
Majex, ' of cu, dence, ſhe wou'd not: inall 
g9gt.-.bave tranſgreſsd- as ſhe did; 
and. theo-;be - had , not:now-been.- falling 
down: thus, proftrate to: fan acce and 
STrOArs;:.: x. 

[That which ſhews the ridiclbulpe of 
thele—two- Principles is, that upon them 
we. ,can:,never; believe. any ; thing: :that 
is to. come;.! though. it -were 'the ext 
hour, Fe of "though. we underſtand the; mea 

FARES. cy ning 


nBatred nocd. -———_ 
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Oh ftianity nor My o 


MN 


te be concerning any of the moſt familiar 
Objeds of Senſe and Reafon, fo thar you 
have'the'cleareſt Knowledge of the thing 
foretold: yet unleſs you will allow Authort- 


ty to be a ground of Perſwaſion, you can ne- 
.ver believe the truth of the Relarion;* for 


no man can have any knowledge or Evi- 
dence of this'till the thing comes to pals. 
So" that/as 'to the truth of the Relation 
there is nothing left to be the ground of 
aſſent, but the Yeracity or' Authority of 
ſome Perſon or another. And thus he 
atterly 'deftroys the Faith'of all Prophe- 
ces ; for though they 'miay*® be rrxe, yet 
we can never” believe thern ſo, till the re- 
lation" is evident to us; 'and* this can' never 
be-evident to us, 'till the things aRtually 


Fore to paſs. So that this is'a ſhort way 


of deſtroying the credir of every thing in 
the Goſpel, which for the moſt part ſpeaks 
of i chings:to-come. © ff wo 

-T' faid before that in. Divine Propoſiti- 
ons, Evidente' was a ground of Perſwaſi- 
on 1n reſpe&t of the Relation it ſelf, or aft 
of Revelation; and here I ſay that in re- 
ſpe& of the very ſame, Authority is a 
ground"'of Perſwaſion. ''They are both 
true; and therefore to'miake this whole 
Diſcourſe more clear, and prevent all mi- 
$1217] lakes 


ging ofthe Words, afd that the Prophe- . 


| and Pa bis, Lew! l Sk wy - of i "4 be ein 4 
three things, which 1 aid/wereico. be cor 


met in every: Revelation... wh 7 


415) ?T, 4s fo the: meaning of the Wards, S 
vige and Humane Revelations -+.are upon 
equal terms... They muſtbe-both incelli; 
iblealike, and ef far Evidenceor-Koaw- 
©is __ ix ground of Perkwaſiog-a in 


ach of theme; vi 5 os 


"Si PT 0-2 > eh chepkigreacal f | 
inmany caſesthey-both agree in-this too, 
2c: That they -are' equally intelligible; for 
fore ofthe Revelations ot-Gad;. are con» 
virning thingy as:knowable by us, as:the 
rs Bpengemena! of, Naralne” Bur * 

OfF- a;C0eVER y cry, ine2 
oh Revelations are dixectly oppoſite, 
for the ſubſtance. of the; thing; intended 
bythe revelation, in one muſt be always 
| intelhgible, but. ia the —_— _ totally 

| Rage 0. ke | 


s: Oy As mite trath of [herRelatine 3 it elf 
or the very-att'of Revelatienthere' is this 
forncet ; thatinall Zum Revelations 


Axthorigy is: the only-ground-of _— 
' fon; 


 Chriftsdnity.z0t Noyfterions. \' 75. 


ſun ;>broauſeind meer Man:can give any 
proof, which ſhall amount :to:more: than 
a:probability or ſtrong preſumption. 'But 
in Divine: Propoſitions, the: truth of the 
Relation is\ founded both -apon Evidence 
and Authotity. T7. Upos Evidence, as 
the: truth, of it is: confirmed by Teſtimo- _ 
nies  which»are certain and: infallible, as 
Prophecy;. or. Miracles, \@c. . which can 
come: from--none+ but: God; and therefore : 
create :a degree of Knowledge beyond 
what is-poflible. to be had-of-any relation. 
meerly Human. / 2d/y. /Upon| Authority, 
ds this Knowledge is .notidiredtly of the 
thing - it. (ef; and therefore that we do 
not:know-the truth of it/by: any dire op 
immediate intuition. So: that'theſe Teſti» A 
monies are:only to-cornvinte 'us-that the 
Revelation-comes from! God,- and them 
we give» our aſſent to the\truth of them 
purely-uponithe account) offs Vorecngs 
A Jes Oro of his 15; Tanks; ICOLW 


" Divies and Hamas Ho ehations differ 
mot. as to Perſpicuity. (i. e.)) You muſt 
underſtand: rhe meaning; of the Words in Pag. 42: 
Divine,Propofitions as well as Humane; 
for as for «ninte//igible Relations, we' ran 
no: more believe them from the. Revelation of 
God, than from that of AK. - A very ” 


til Piece. of 'Lo WI if = had de 

fign'd no' more; than he. ſpoke. _ But: 

bath a farther drift in it; he knew it \ was 

not every Reader. wou'd: de De 

| ' tween the Senſe and Meaning of the Propo- 
2 ſition, which we grant muſt/be equally 
elear and perſpicuous in both, in order 

to an aſſent; and; The reality: us exiſtence 

of the thing, -and_. truth of the Revelation, 

'n relpedt of. which, the Revelations of 


always carry a greater degree of Per- 
fientty; becauſe: of that Evid i in the 


Mind "occafiontd/by ſuch proe 

is impoſſible-:for: man to''give./, Whar 1 
ſpoke of this before, 1 levell'd atthis WT 
rather than his words, as I am forc'd 
do'in ſeveral other inſtances; .. _ 

-But he: will-fay perhaps, theſe proofs 
may make.'the Revelation mare certatn, 
but not more clear. I grant they don't ex- 
phin.the-words.of-it. But *cis plain the 
Proofs make the; Revelation;;never the 
more true or certain in it ſelf: But it is in 
reſpect of us they make it more certazn. 
And to make a Revelation more certaiy 

in reſpect of us, is to make, it more clear; 

and. that is to add a greater degree of 
Perſpicuity- rot. 

* 4 We can give our aſſent to ave gs but 


what we have Wear and diſtinit fa s of: 
12 7.6.) 


——_— 


_  Chriffiantty not Myſterious.” © 97 


(G. e.), We.can believe nothing but, what 
we have the. immediate perception of 
Senſe, or Demonſtration for, or know by. 
dire& and immediate zutuit;on. 


Me. IM 


_ + Such ſtuff as this he lays down for-Lo- 
gick, and if you will argue with him, it 
muſt be in his own Merhod, and upon 
his own Principles; and then to be ſure 
he will be too hard for you. But if you 
put him out of his Biaſs, and keep him to 
plain undiſguisd Reaſon, and the receiv'd 
rules of Arguing, you ſpoil him quite. _ 
-. -Now by this time who fo blind as not 
to ſee > That the deſign of this Book is 
To ſtrike at the Root and Foundation of all 
reveaFd Religion. And now I have thus. 
brovght this Man our of the Clouds, I 
need nat ſpend much time in ſtriping him: 
of his diſguiſe ; for the inferences he 
wou'd have people make from theſe Princi- 
ples, are ſo glaring and open, that every. 
body may ſee them. If Authority be no @ 
ground of Perſwaſion, then we muſt not 
believe the truth of any Reve/atzon or Pro- 
phecy. And if we muſt give our aſſent. 
to nothing, but what we have clear. and: 
diſtin Idea's of, then farewell-all Religi- 
on both natural. and reveal 'd.. For we 
know all Religion natural and reveaF'd is 
pee aka. aaa canned 


\ 


ani Jeluf of rraprarerty 
Immortality"of' the Soul, "and 'of "Rewards 
arid Punifhmints in another World 5 bak 
is impoſlible' for 'us now'to: have as eledb: 
and diſtin Idea's of theſe, as we have'of ' - 
_ a'Stock or a Stone; but we infer theſe truths 
only from thoſe'things 'whereof we have 
clear and diſtin&Idea's ; and thereforewp- 
on” his Principles we muſt utterly refer 
them all. 

And then fince by clear } and diſtin 
Idea's he means; As exat ani{' gear a noti- 
on as we have even of ſenjible ObjeAs,"iti 
one ſentence he excludes all aſſent even to 
the reality and exiſtence of every thing" 
the Goſpel that reſpeQs- another World > 
and reje&s all thoſe Methods of our” rag 
vation, which are ſpoke of in the Bible} 
as fo many Dreams and Fiftions. . 'Fhitis 
- muſt disbelteve the Reſurret:on ar 

on of our Bodies ; the Flappineſs of 

ſt in Heaven ; the Tcatwation ind 
Drvinity of the Son ; the Trinity of Per- 
fons in the Godhead ; the Operations of the 
Holy Ghoſt, &c. nay the whole Chriſt ia 
Religion : Becauſe, as I have ſufficiently 
ſhewn, we''have nor ſuch: clear and 'di- 
ſtin& Tdea's of theſe things, as we have of 
the ordinary Phenomena of nature. 


o ay 4 hs '* roitges > Rn ; TW 2 _ og 


He coud not but ſee:this;.and therefore: 
we-may well-iconclude this was his' drift:: 
But he did.not-confider-at the ſatne rime;; 
that'this wou'd: cut off : all aſſent ro :the' 
very Being of God. And though Iamrfule: 
ly nd that he is the moſt: invetes; 
rate Enemy toreveald Religion, that hath: 
lately appear'd in Print:z; however 1 can” 
ſcarce think he is arriv'd tothar heighr-of: 
Atheiſm yer, as to deny the exiſtence'of 
God, though he has not as: clear and'di- 
ſtint an ldea of him, as he hasof a Stock' 
or.a Stone. 


 Asfor his ſecond Section, 'tis all  foreigw'seg. 27 
to the matter; and all that he: ſays abour: 
ſeeming contradiQtions, is-plainly levelFd: 
at the: Doctrine of the 7ririty, though- 
Tranſubſtantiation be the inſtance he makes; 
uſe of, And he proceeds upon the -ſame: 
fundamental Error he hathhitherro done; 
That we-can believe nothing but what we 
haven clear and diſtin Idea of. FATE. 

We-fay as well as he, That there i 19-2 258 
thing conttary.to Reaſon in the Goſpel. Ti buf? 26. 


| - *here is mo contradidtion in,any point "of Dis 


frine in it.' That C briftiagity i3 a*Ratio- P. 46; 

wal and Intelligible Religions which arethe- 

_ things he inſiſts upon m this'SeRion; #ad: 

ROes a great way about to prove very! 
aukwardly. 


's haticar” he 
' mean by it, unleſs it-be ro make” warhar 
ing People' fancy.we deny»all this: If he. 
hath any thing to-objeQ+ againſt our Ds- - 
arine of the Church of'- Enz/and or Tre-: 
land, let him ſpeak plainly : but nothing. 
is more vile and difingenuovs, than for a : 
Man to fpeak'thus indiſtintly-and con- 
fuſedly, and''talk 'all in the gexeral with 
deſign to make People think us guilty of 
thoſe errors we deteſt and abhor. If he” 
has any controverſie with: us,” let him 
deal honeſtly, and inſtance in any! one 
point of Doftrine we believe or” teach, 
"that is contrary to Reaſon" or 'Scriprube;; 
and make it our as plainly, as1 have done: 
his Principles'to be ſuch. It not, Jethim. 
own he had no other deſign "but' to ex- 
poſe the Chriffian Religion, and'its Tea-. 
chers ; and gratifie the Rancour of ai ſort 
of People, who becauſe of their lewd:and 
debauch'd lives, muſt naturally-hate that 
Inſtitution, which they ſhall one-day-be. 
 condemn'd by ; and - which: -promiſes 
them nothing but Damnation in. another. 
World. GT BIA 
- + This Book which goes under his.name, 
is exactly calculated for them ; there is a 
little ſuperficialſhew of Learning to make 
| plauſible, byt' not one inſtance OR 


he 
- 


the Book «of elole. Reaſba: 6 Pun 
Letitn ſhew' me where.one link of-my. 
Zegforivg tails;-and 1 wilkmake-iciup a- 
gain. firms :that; he ſhall never be-able: 


to-undo 16, Whereas all. his mhole-Dif- 
courſe is a. meer Hope of: Sand;-mariy; bold 

acid rt yreatx fly ——— and 
leveral things, .aQthing at,all. ro tlie que». 
lian; huddled-up; together-on purpole to. 
patch.up aiBobks and amuſe ach perſons 
who have juſt Logick enough to be im- _ 
pay d upon by. a allacy, but [Qt £0 ſes 


bugh it: 
++:Now. alter this: long digeeddivo af 7nd Sed 3 


Sefions, in bis,'third. avd.claſt; S&Qtion he 


comes at length to the matter in diſpute, 


bbt with: whas:ſacceſls we thall-ſees- +. 


Here he begios £0-ſtate; the'queſtion a2P. 66; 


gain, and fays a Dofrine above Reaſon, or 
ty tary —— one * ane two things. 
Bites inn no 3 vi ads wr a 
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2377 Be 1 met nl 2h. Fw i ſelf but oo P. 66{ 


werd with ſucha Heil, that Reaſon cannot 
penetrate to _ what is under i, 4ill it be 


COOL: 'd. 70 6:4 S [ 


C: +&*41 

Which Fir pre 2orees. perfectly fo 
the Mytcriesof the Goſpels: far-they are 
all things aneSglnig :thenſelves; but int 
3y this 


 anthif he will admit of his.ix 
ment-of 1r;-1we-are borhyagreec 
definition” he finds fault with, is his,” 


P. 66. ; 


RO. 
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ture unconceivable, and not to be Judgt of 
oe . our ordina 


-frunghe ard asthis 6.” 'Fory: » 


For ever 74 Myſt ery 1s in its *own-nature 
-* conceivable\; 


Eo Orr Se Ke along 


thi t1lithts. Peil be ren d; :and rhew 


wettall- fee; thetn clearly;>>Now: this'ls 


«the -defiiition that he:=c 


FbeS wks 
of 2s pwis aa 


=P A: My ftery 2s a thing 


yiRaculritsa an #-ergr ——_ 
mers ——a reveal. & 


$5 OUR, 
"377; wy cf 73” 


20 In. by + Be) { ws { Ning 
4: It feats a thing itt its: own natur# 


nee Foals _ 1S a dowr-right faldey! 


\ the” moreveruth any ing 
hath in'it\th6- more. contetwndbve it 1 is in 
ſelf z the : Myſteries of 'Chriftianiry- Ge 
the Eternal Truths of God, and therefore 
are in themſelves conceivable. But it 1s 
i# reſpe# vf:usthat they-areinot ſo;beatule 
of rhe-fraiband-limited: oe rg FOGINS 
ARC thiskifey 2-125 ons 
2. 0f 


heath gooey t mY Judged of ron ,0u, ; dowry 
Barmities and -{des's;/ though, it het clearly; 
reveal'd.. Now: or. »ahing 19,tþe-elearly 
reveal'd to a Man, and yet that ſame Man 
know. fiothing,okit which, s.Nisdenſe. of 
the-words, and whichihe.. "awd. faſten, 
upon-us) is a perfect contradittion. For; 
iSm otheritban ſaying; #ras dd Jame 
Man:j1ay, endrmay vt hnaw 7 
at the ſame: Hawal 55 -He can never.come off, 
by:faying thas.h ang May! be.clearly res 
ved; and-yxtthe Perſon may . haye YY 
thilicy\fo apptebend any;thing\of.ics fax 
all-\tve/atzon. kippaſes. 4 caparity in- þ 
Perſon to whom:16"1s-made, 104pprebend 
Goxching-of -is51- and) therefore "ris. Ta, 
pan? on that; avy. thing:eatt be. clears 
aww binye 6.0 a awe PF # 


dow £854 
4n\ji Beſides in) -ig- - dalascls ale, that t 
Spſaca of; our Religion, are ugt9,he-judg _ 
ofs.6y; our | ondingry, Faculties and . Idea's, 
lt:cbath alreedy- appears) - thatas, to.the 
thing Ggnified and intended 18; the Reve; 
lotions; we have:no Idea, nor faculty. 
pallge:of it as it drin; it ſelf.; Bux.as to a 
thoſe + »weavs;, whereby God hack. dilcoy 
verd-the reality, and: exiles. of tho 


ings to us," we 6% jaggeie \them... - 


rn, Pay. Hr R074 


Ne 
MPS 44+ 4 


ny 
PA 
#* 


= 4 ga 
* 3s 


be AE 
by. 
247 =» 
= 


lets - 
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ded $5 
vch 3 is kno! 


4 if 
ts Mragteb'n 
f believ® ;at- this! Im 


frame Vhlenigus 


Ire we. are .bound.'to beligye, that, we 
all-be.like Chriſt, though WE, kno w.Nn 
what this likends 15, or ; hen ut-- a 

conſiſt x 


wh -On this ſappolition, that a "ng i 
in its own nature unconceivable, how 1s it 
poſlible for. it to be reyeal'd? This i iS anor 
| ther flat Contradidion ex Parte-Reg, as | 
the, firſt was ex Parte Hominis, A thing 
15.4n- its own nature uncenceivable, 8 
yet it, may. be reveal (3. e.) the Yor thing 
may, aud. may not be reveal d. 

7 ” He. makes a thing's being #, its own 
natare nnconceivable, and not to be  perceiv'd 
by our; ordinary Faculties and Idea's, to ſig- 
nifie; the ſame thing ; whereas they are 
jolt as different as Light and. Darknels, 

ough our capacities are now dark and 
ſhallow, yet they will her eafter be im- 
pray'd. and enlarg'd;, and then we ſhall 
have-extraordinary Idea's to repreſent. tg 
us what we have no notion of now ; . And 
then the thing will be no way anconcezva; 
ple ether in- it ſelf, arin reſpect of us. 

. Theſe are not all-the abſurdities in, this 
ſentence ; and-yet it is the. very Monſter 
this. Kyzght errant, ſets up for hirplelt ro- 


e0ga with, It is che ſpurious oft-ſprj 
_ W45 ot 


'W ne It Brain, 2K0'Fet Ye fi 
tipo 0 iGrrodutin t wi 
Kr made to 6 


E never made to ſignific this by 7s 
beſides himſelf. I ſboud have readth 
2 Million of times over before this Fu 
I a Myſtery wou'd ies come Puts han 
re h&hath 'made his own words'p, 
That Contradiition and "M ſyſtery are, wo . 
emphatical ways of ſaying Birth He lays - 
down this abſurd definition of a Myſtery, 
and theh'{ers himſelf with a great .deal of 
Solemnity ro encounter it, *whithi8/in 
truth no other than for a Man to put him- 
elf into_a ridiculous autick Poſture, and 
then quarrel with his ſhadow for (£2 
It is hard to tell tw td * CEA 
this Man, het has been running away Wi 
the (Queſtion ever fince he bepah ;* and 
| at | he put, us in hopes of us | 
1Pain, you ſee "0 ofsly "We" Are 
diſappointed. I wou all my Heart 
ſtick by the firſt definition of a My Dfary: 
which with a little addition | alloy to be 
| yery good. B2- ; . wel, FRF £ + Tc | 
A Chriſtian M lyſfery is a Divine a 
= intelligible of it ſelf, But fo covi# d and ob- 
E cur, 7 f from us now in this life, that Reaſon 
(ant penetrate the PHI to fee what 1s Uh- 
der it, Hl this peit be remoo/d th awbther 


fe 


[4 = Pew A = 
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= of TI bf on onr "Bodies, >J&t 
un pe fure this definition if he can,» for 
er:fall out with hin} abouti:the 
"o_ -. nl ſhall; have it all:to; hifnſelf;'ms 
+his. owh Creatare, 1ct ;him:be as ſevrte 
upom:it as :he pleaſes. t:becauſe hie has 
9 blindly! miſtook the matter; 4-muſt tell 
.bim once more what-1t'is he is. to\ prove, 
if he. has. any controverſie with us1n-this 
point. He is to Prove. theſe two' things.": 


INT) Cf That, thite} FA) nothing Ga,” d:to MON 
the-Goſpel 'butwhat we have-clear and Wiſtiutt 
Tdea's " (4.e;) either a-full-cothpreheh- 

:five knowledge of ;- or asclearand diftinet 
notions, .28/WE have of any ordinary Ob- 
@ in nature. , e And, 


of 


© 2. That. we are wot oblia'd by Scri ret" 
helieve that there 7s any: thing, ant Mo. 2 
ſome points reveal'd, beyond iphatuwe are up 


able thus to comprehend, 57 ana 


| TheGnrathothingonhick "7s +Biim 
-to prove,: if he you'd have' ipoke9 che 
purpoſe... | o12.yd ol 
It. is npoſſible that any Man ſhoitg 
argue cloſely, who miſtakes the Queſtion 
.8s he.does;; however: 1ihall conſider what 
there 48 iT the-reſt .ofrhis Book'that:tooks 
| G 4 like 


LE, A: play, 45x ears "hes: | 
MY among the Genres. But 
ep to:us/?':Jt ſignifies quite another 
d [thing among the Chriſtians, But: he lays 
.not; for 7n: the New' Teſtament: ; * 
P. $3, always usd in the firſt fg of the word, 
that. of the Gentiles ,- viz. 

For things naturally very intelligible, ws 
ſoucovered by Jgurative:fprds:or Rites, 
"that Reaſon cou t/:not difcoverithem without 

ſpecial Revelation. This is the deſcription 
"Whicly he givesboth of the:Gentile, "and | 
Chriſtian Myſteries | in COMME. ts 


But takin «Chriſtian Myſtery. e even in 
7h mg len 6, (7. 6.) As it was mvotv'd in 
Fewiſb-Types.aud Ceremonies; yet they dif- 
fervery we from thoſe wFUnacy 2 the 
Gentiles. For, 

* I. The Chriſtian Myſteries were not 
;\Aiſcoverable but'by the'ſpeciahiRewelation 

-of God, whereas ithoſ of the Gentiles 
were diſcoverable 2-0 the Arvelgtits Y a 


Mas, 


EV Beſides tix atfolurely fy falls Thet the 
things igvolvd in; Fo Jewiſh, Types weie 
i 


* their own 3 Nagird every / mel ible. For 
were all of fach a Nati” that'men 
cou'do never —o arriv'd tv the leaſt "J6- 
&of knowledge 'concerning' them” by 

gth of* n; whereas there' wis 
ning in the” Heathen' MyRteries butt 
"what' was in "it "ſelf very obvious to 
ny pert 


AS 


3. The matters contain'd'in' the Jewiſh 
Myſteries and the things intended © by 
them, were ſuch'as concern'd the Erernal 
falvation of Mens Souls, whereas the things 
contain'd in thoſe of the Heathen were to 
a-quite contrary purpoſe, in'order to. /do- 
| Tatry, and many other groſs fins.” And 
4t is not without very good reaſon I take 
notice of this difference here, for rhough 
it doth not hit thisdeſcriptionof his imme- 
diately; becauſe he may perhaps ſay thoſe 
were thought to be the concernment of Soubs 
zoo: yet it 1s levell'd at the main deſign of 
*his Book, which'by this time no inan 
can be ignorant of. 


: The things contain in 'the Jewith 


M1 Feries, the Prieſts themſelves were if- 


wyorant of ; whereas the Heathen Prieſts for 
the moſt part knew the bottom o theirs, 
ynd conceal'd thent induſtrioufly from 


4316 the 


4 & _ 


'we fully comprehend the.me 


theſe. things-our ſelves,;and-.; 
| .ypon. the People for .Myits - Wahugh 
is the - occafi * of; thoſe. virylent i xprel 


Lons of lus in this Ct apter, . That. t 
ignorance or paſſion we maintain, what; zwas 
- introduc d by the craft or ſuperſtition of our 
P. 73. fore fathers, And calls it a Gaznful Opinion ; 
as if the only. deſign of Chriſtian MyRe- 

ries,. were to bring .in; Money. to... 

| Prieſts. , He calls FE; as 1t15; o 
P. 73. receiv dan Implicite Conflitution; "and br 
the Venerable Teachers, play at. this ſu 
game to amuſe the People. But: he, liken 
ſharp inquiſitive man.it- ſeems, lc 
out our Myſteries, .and is relolv'd jn.his 

next Book -to diſcover them all, and;lay 

us: open...ta, the World, like Heathen 
Prieſts jay "IN hone Fes —_ 

+ And:pow 1 come. to his.ſecos abter 
P.74 of and ed Settion, where there. 1s = 
firſt appearance of any, thing like. a. 
ſon; there is but one argument in al that 
Chapter, and indeed in all the Boe#; 
becauſe he delivers it confus dly,. L, ul 
duce it-to form, and. then we | 
clearly. what force there is. in-ir. . And: if 


he thinks I don't do him juſtice, ler 1 him 
manage 


P. 74- 
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Row it-berter for” Himſelf if he-can. 


The-whole borenes og of -his arguing is ws 
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on If we Jews as clear and diftinf Hed s of 
every 'tbing 'reveal'd In the\Goſpel, as "we 
havt of any thing in Natare, they there are 
mo Myſteries init. 

But" we have as clear and diftintt Ted s 
of every thing reveal d in the Goſpel, as'we 
have of any thing in Nature: Therefore; ' 

There are jo Merle in the Goſpel. 


The Minor he proves thus 


F we have as clear arid diſtinft Ted's of 
God and” Eterwity, as we have of any thi 
in nature, ther we have as clear and diſtin 
Tdea's of every thing reveal'd in the Goſpel, 
as we have of any thing' in Nature. 
' But we have as clear aud diftiuft Idea's Pag: 86} 
of God and Eternity, as we have of any my 
7n Nature. Ergo . 


- 


Now do . but deny'this Mor, and he 
puts yon off to another Book 'for the 
proof of it, and rhis is the whole ſubſtance | 
of his reaſoning here. 'Brit to'paſsby'the 


Fo 


Impitey aid Prophantiefs of that/ſayi 
of his,” That the Divine Bbing it ſelf 93 
mote M lyſterious thin"the moſt conrempeibit 


of 


$1. 


Fg 


naman —_ ———— —— 

v2 4n.Anſwihf6 avBagksntinled, 
of his: Creatures; will give tim :a:\reafon 
' why it'is impoſſible for him-ever #h«prove 
what he pretends. - And that is;1becauſe 
'even' the moſt. 'glorious of bis Creatures 
are infinite and limited, whereas: the-nature 
of. God is'./yfinite;' and therefore even 
when we come to Heaven, che: will' be 
myſterious to.ts:tn:2\more proper fenſe 
than. any thing elſe; becauſe! we ſhall 
not even then have as full and compre; 
henſive a knowledge of him, as-we:ſhall 

have of the greateſt of his Creatures. -: 
P. 75; That which he-builds upan is' this, Zhat 
wothing can be ſaid to be a Myſtery, becauſe 
| we. have not az adequate Idea of it; iand a 
diſtin view of all it's properties: at; once. 
But who ever ſaid that the: Myſteries of 
the Goſpel were ſach only for this reaſon? 
I grant him - it this: were all, -then-as he 
.. ſays, every thing in nature wou d bt:a my- 
Bery, for we have not a full-and perte&t 
knowledge of any thing. The ; true rea- 
fon why our Chriſtian Myſteries are ſuch 
in amore peculiar--and proper; fenſeris, 
becauſe the 'Idea's:we have of: them. are 
more imperfet and: lels adequate,* than 
thoſe we have of the ordinary-phanome- 
na of:Nature: This is'the point in;diffe+. 
"rence between-us, Whether we have as per 


feft and comprehenſiue.a knowledze.wf-every 
Shah | | Ze t bing 
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thing 'reveal'd in the Goſpel, as we have of 
avy chin in; Nature: This 1s what heat- 
firmspand'wedeny; and for proofias1. 
faid before;:the refers us toranother: Book: 
| in'reverſion=.Here he only.affirms it bold- 
ly; and infliead of proving thatioar notions 
of theſe: Aivine: things are as exact and full, 
d43i rhe. mitibris we: have even of ſenſible Ob-: 
jets; he! fpends this. mhole Chapter in 
\ proving: by-ſeveral inſtances, as of the 
Table he::writes. upons;\of:Rain,. and-2; 
drop of Water; Gc: that: we«bave;ngtian 
adequate: Idea of any thing}. But why 
does he- thus: beat the Ayr 2:who-ever.de- 
nyd-itzand:yet this poor b«#g7y thought, 
is: the only:appearance:of an Argument 
through his:Book; it wes for. this only: 
| the whole :wwas wrote; and::the only, gall 
he has ſhewn in it, - is in beating vp ſa lit+ 
tle Senſe, -1moall this Frath; i144, agen ] 
«Now becauſe there .15 No; Proof here, 4 
there''ican be: no farther Anſwer :--Hows 
ever ſince he: hath order'd the mattex:{af 
as:to: make i look. like Reaſoning, toiama- 
ſe-rhe Minds of unthinking People, I ſhalk 
ſhew the :diflerence between/' the things 
reveal'd/tqus in the Goſpel; and the-yſu- 
al:Phznomena of nature with reſpe&t-to 
the» meaſures: of . our knowledge. | And 
therefore,. | 4 Faity ©? 


_ x. Thovgh 


» 43%. 51.5 #13 of ug © DI. uv Wk. MO : Fad © 
*4-1'Thoupts © wei ſhow's: Stant' what.cin; ' 
gr aura falſe; and what hewasitohave;- 
ven ſome"proof for.; if:he hathbeen'a2 
e, that the thiggoreveal diinthe Goſpels 
andthe ordinary Objeds of our-Seuſes, were! 
wpon. the ys level asto.our: Khowledgey. 
that we are equally: ;gnorant:of:both, hog. 
chemalike; yetthis Inference. 
Þnot followifrorm hencey wiz." hat; 
things -Feveal'd: in the Goſpeb are not 
A Perics, '#n "a more proper: ſenſe than. by 
Spire of 'Grafs;" '4 Stock: or. Stone; 
though we- ars ; "hually ignorant. of o_ 
things, yet. there:may be much; more:bes. 
aind't wr inone:thanin the os. 
- and: 'therefore upon::thisſcore,; 
 muctrning ly- be. cali{d- a-My- 
- For: cerchinly thoughrwe:knew as 
much of God nbw'as we do ofia. Stock on. 
aiStone, yet (are-he will alow-there is'in- 
finitely ore yer to be known-in'that 
Fauntin of: þ-Perfetion;| that rich 
Fredfrire « of 'Wik om; which is ſo'tar from 
9g com wikgads now, - that; he ſhall 
never be exhauſied: to all eternity. cages 
*We way lay-the-ſame of albthe other 
ries of *Ohriſtianity;:*though we 
ſhou'd orant- our Idea's oÞ rhem! -were-as 


perſech, and that we knew 'as:much of 
"ESD! them 


” 


| adds LAS 


© Cludſtianiig-aot Mytentous. « 


them now as we-do- af 20% thing i in na- 
ture, 1:yet: becauſe: they: are [:nfipitely more: 
excelent:in.themſelves ; and: that: there is: 
rauch more behind to be known:in them: 
yepthey wau'd | deſerve the; name! of My-: 
ſteries in. 2.much.more. proper ſenſe thana- 
ny«thing in nature, Eſpectally.if we add: 
that they are not only. more-.eerceSent in 
themſelves, but they are of much greater 
concernment. t0.:05;: as. they.- relate. to the 
ſalvation. of, our: Soufs, and\our-w 
forever. in-another- World: Which makes: 
them deſerve more regard, ..8ad+ conſe-! 
queatly. a rn name ip we haves togive: 
them: 

»\Mharedore.y we: may well cada: what: 
end1any. mag.cou'd bave in-ftarting ſucty. 
2 aat70n as/this-is;i unleſs. it-were. ovilify & 
and:debale the; Dotdrines oh\\ the. Goſpel; 
and-cunningly £0. leſſen allirevea/ 4 Relin. 
gzonandit's7eachers in the bptnionof men,: 
azif they,already.: wrrSot ren 
of:Ged and his Rewelations;!7 22); 71 

4114. But therei4s\a. yet preater: differen 
than.this,»for ' the things reveal d in-the: 
Goſpel, as ito;that -partof. them which 
makes allow : My/terious,' ate: luch as &xe. 
ceed: our-prefent (Capacities of Knowledgez 
whereas allthe things of Nature fall with 
_ 007 ts 'and:are.mn themel ves.iqH 


mediats 


fach, Ta :we- acihenidheaion —_ 
aftually know:rany thibg.of them.- And: 
to lay this:difterence open tovall; wemuſt 
conſider that this of 46mg above Reaſans. 
an equivocal expreſſion,-and1ignifies: two: 

ep vn: things. 10024 <2oh883 
PR -11emads 

IF 4 figuifers thing whos Mines noti'ext>. 
ial our powersof underſtanding ; bat-is can. 
ceat'd ply and lies outi of0our reachyby ' 
ſome accidental ::impediment or: eb/truttion, : 
which it is impoſſible for as to remove. And. 
1n this Senſe it is above our- Reaſonito 
know certainly;. what z5:at the:center of, the 
Earth; or:wherber there be any Tubabitante: 
in Saturn,oor'wof: what; ſpecies :they- are 5: 
what are rh6trie motions'<of the-#: þ 
Bodies, and'what. order they obſerve amine; 
themſelves;cand the different. coofiguration. 
ef #be litthepprts of matter; "Ge; 1; That: 
which makes theſe thingsabave out Res-: 
fon; is not: atry thing ec ſextalta them, but 
_ ſomething: urcrdeantal. : And ithereforewwe 
find our knowledge very:inuch impravid, 
me oh ronnnuat the: helprof iGlaſſes, 


_— 
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diſcoverable by. Reaſon. . So that we may 
fay, many things were above our Reaſon 
before theſe: helps were found out, which 
are. not ſo now. ; and if theſe helps cou'd 
be-carried on and: improved to that de- 
gree, as to lay open to our view the ſmall- 
eft parts'of matter, andar the greateſt di 
ſtance; or'that a.rational account.were gi- 
ven us, of all the Phznomena in. Nature, 
by any inteligent. Being ſuperior, ,to ours, 
Wy, owls apprehend it diſtindly and per- 
, and then nothing in. nature wou'd 

abroe our Reoſon. TETTETTY 


by 2 To: be above. .our "Hake Agnites 
4: hing which. 'in its own nature . exceeds 
aureproſent Capacities, and js no proper ob: 


teth:of rhoſe fe jarnlemes of knowledge which we 


Are yow-endu'witball. And Hes Senforks © 
ure of- God. i is more properly.above our 
on- thani-a, Stock or arzStoney;;Fternity 
hag Time's Spirit, thag, a Bedyz the 
Jays. of .Heaveny,than Senſual - Pleaſures 3 
hs eternal.Generatzon- of the Son, thag 
the ordinary. Procreation of Man ; the ope; 
rations of the Holy Spirit, than the now 
xiſhment of que Bodies, S«. / There is as 
yet-mo-proportian. between theſe: ls 
and aur. Faculties of Know ledgnar intel 


lectual- ers are not-.yet. form'd and Fa 
pn "aw adapted 


Hy w 9 :Bak Epricaled, | 


Xdapted for : them; as: they: are for thi 

Fe in? Nature,” which are the prope 
es of our Senſe; and Reaſon now?: 

t if I54 _ ore improper way of (pedk+ 

; to fay' hat hoſe rh 74 ; ful hectear- 

NEbueir. to us' now; fs they are mn theh 

fetwes; *thin'to lay that'& ie point ii Dz- 

pov or "Philfopby, fioid bt dlearly tx 

yy an" Infant; i They: are ' indeed 


y revtal'g' to wet as fo- their relity 

joa Haiorce tor rordleabty as to'the'trt 
re the things”. Nothing ig Thi 
 World''is' more evident" than that fuch 


things eveald to.us; b Lage 4 
Moe LINED 


10W in chenmſelvess i png 
Fus to Wthprefiend;: "Ark ri this 2s 
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Faatanrh off it; he is cheriſÞ'4 by it, 
Hives and thrives by. the ſecret influ- 
| CES of it ; but he neither knows where, 
nor me ir is: and if he had 'been ever 
fol that all this was the immediate at 


, he ou: have thought, fo, for 


EY Ta noth ir of the' San belides the 
name. Now upon this Dn ao 
the' nature-0 the. In, and rhe nature of 
30d are bork: equally a Myſtery "to this 
Blind Man. Thathe is ef Flere 
of the true nature of both 1 grant, how= 
ever they are.not 6 ually 1 yfſtery to 
him. And that. this may appear, let ns 
ſuppoſe this Mans Fycs were opened); thert 
F wou'd ſee clearly that the Sug is 2 
. Found, Fo Bady i in the Fi in nt: 
ret wou'd'be here enable, Now 
nothing more of the'true j 
t ih be did Beige. " And bye ch 
This is beyond the reach of all hjs'naturdl 
Ke of .Knowtedpe ; antd'if all his Sem 
es wete. inprov'd is be « thouſand tim 
niiter than they are; though he woo'd: 
mo ors ito the/nature of all thing! 
et the nature of God, and the thing 
26, avgther Life wou'd fie as rm 
ets his reach as Ever; he Boe 
know: ee f the Glory of od; 
bor id of the'Stmbeforeh 


H z were 


\ 


Eyes 


EEC 


FS 


PG by 


of rs in Heaven. is | 
+ But je Ob, is & 


le M % 
us.t 
k - &-7F 
9 by weP; n el % 


poſe an iliterate'per- 

ard of, Chyi/Hianity, or 

j a y nora 'of 

theſe ewo opt | pj ; 4 4 

The three Angles of a Ti Tp are equal 
wht ones... And.this. 

x [ball be Le hat the, leg f 


i 


wie him GERD then 
zhend all thut 35 t 


Fog it+ is Wks Ut 
wiſe.. But teach - is 
make him as roving os capal 66 
the Chriſtian Religion, he ſhall were 
thing-more: of that Propofition -( (rhougt 
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of it)ithan he did at' firſt hearing! And: 
why-z becauſe the one was a truth-in-na- 
ture* within the 'ſphere of his intellequal 
powers ; the other is ſupernaturaliandhe 
can'fiever have any notion of the'man- 
nerof it; till he has new Facultiesor thoſe 
he already hath are greatly enlarg'd; 
7:But this matter: will clear up farther, if 
we'compare ſome of the Myſteries of our 
Religion ' with thoſe things in Nature 
which bear the greateſt Analogy. with 
them, and by which they are repreſented 

to us in the Scriptures. : 
If we ſay a Son is like his Father, we 
immediately conceive in our Minds the 
ſame Stature, Countenuance, Lineaments, 
and Complexion; or the ſame Fumoar, Difſ- 
poſition, natural parts and Inclinations,&c. 
ſo' that we very well apprehend! wherein 
the /zkeneſs conſilts. But when we ſay. we 
ſhallriſe in the likeneſs of Chriſt, here'we ſtop 
and\ our Thoughts can reach no' farther. 
Again when 'we fay one Man is the 
Son of another , ' we apprehend very 
well the manner of natural procreation, 
and” how it is he came to be his Father. 
But when we fay Chriſt is the Son of God 
by an Eternal Generation, weknow nothing 
of the manner of one Spirits producing 
another nor-can we. tell- how he' came to 
H 3 be 
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a Man. | 
( heh fay the. Spirit of. God hag! 
a renl-influence upon 0vrs'in the operotit 
of Gratezi we know much leſs of the- main: 
ger;'of.it; than we do of ore Bodiey:s 
ving adother-by contact: and we: know! 
the Fond: we Fat nouriſheth vs by ynder- 
going ſeveral alterations, and then being 
converted into the ſubſtance! of our;Bo# 
dies; but we can t know thus much of the 
manger how Grace adminiſters rength 
and comfort to our Souls. | | Be 
- Again we know of time thet. it id Fit 
2nd ſucceſſive, 8nd we can meaſure ttrin. 
certain proportions by: the motions-of the. 
heavenly Bodies. But as for Brernity; for, 
want of 2 clear Idea we frame « notion! 
of it from time, and. thus by @ limits 
thought. we do little Jeſs than deſttoy\ir's. 
Being; . For as for faying it-is 8 porpetual 
Now. thouph. it be the pretvief though! 
we have of it, yet if we attend to thiswe 
ſhall od, we ſay nothing more that: that 
he fame” Inſtant ſhall- remgis for ever; 
and thus artiibute that: ſucceſſion te ane 
oftant” of time abſtracedly ' conſid: 
which weusdtoattribute to things which, 
Fxift in-4e;- And they ore it wh 5 | 


a de- 


—Ho- ok Mletiens..'. 


*. 1 ER 


0 > —— 


a deſcription of. Ecerpiay , as a. 9ying _—_ 


is| of an Angel. . | 
And yet it is very pleaſant t to "hear how 


our; Reaſag becauſe we-can't: apprehend 
it, than-a Cixcle.is becauſe we. mays, But 
why > becauſe Reaſon, goes as-far 25 itcaq 
in-both. . The. Circle is to be'imagin'd, but 
Eternity 15 not <ſſegtially ip1ginable; it 
the Cirele, yes. that--it wou'd: but you 
wou'd .not haye Reaſon to. imagine, any 
thing, that. is / a9-/ 40:- be .lmagined: 
And. yet but a few, lines after hewill make 
Us. Magine it, inhis. next. Book as perfect, 
hy as that . 3:and 2 make-5-; Bat Wn 
a-ſtrange Circle in,arguings to-praye. ghas 
Spy y is et. abgye.our Reaſon, becanſe ih 
And you {cs ;the caule;of:this bluns 
| is, becauſe he. confaunds tea. "With 
Imazination, one of the. beft diſtintigns 
we are: beholding.. to the modern Logicians 
for- Tis plain there are many things we 
haye Heed's of, which we Are not bp to, 
imagine, and. Eternity is ene, of, them, 
And, becaule we cant frame any imaging» 
tion, of it; 16s; doth not follow. that we 
can't, .apprehend is at..al,. for Reaſon 
can frame;an.1des of it.4s.Þat doth of the 


alas things of Sk life -(, e..)..by 
Anal, 02.Ys 


this.man talks off; lt; ng, more adove 


£ Myſtery than a Circle which we peeſe@tly 


:-Once-more, dhooghy oe Hfemenf's Pas 
rers lies hid/from-us, 4s well-as that of a 
Spirit, yer we know much: more-of it's 
_ properties, as that it hath Gravity, Ex- 
- tonſfron,  Solidity, Im enetrability, Diviſe- 
- Bility;-and' this Table on which I write 
7 though I can't aQually divide it into infl- 
nite parts,yetT can carry irofriinmy Mind, 
and. conceive it diviſible, - ' Now theſe/are 
 Properties-of matter wh ch agree toit'in 
neral; and are -not -meer- modifications 
of it. But we know no'more of a'$; yed 
but [that'\it thinks (3. e.)/juſt enough 
prove ifs Exi/tence; andno'more; hs - 
toall the different modifſeations of Thought, 
it is but, "thinking ſtill; and therefore is 
anſwerable but to that -one property” -of 
Extenſion in matter. Pf 
+ Beſides we dor'r attribute this of This 
king immediately and poſitively to a Spi- 
rit; for we don't lay a Spirit thinks becauſe 
we know ſo much of-the real nature of'ir 
asto diſcover this: but-we' ſay it thinks 
becauſe we can prove that matter can t. 
Now when:Lay the Idea we: bave of a 
, Spirit | 1s NOt poſitive, I mean-thar it js not 
foi in reſ} pe? of gur underſtanding; becauſe 


ibs 
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wehave no way of attributing it to a _y 
rit;*but'by a negatzon of it to'matter. '] 
muſt” confeſs if we take a Spirit"iny the 
fenfe that ſome men do © mr "only for 
a Thinking Bring, then ii Jed we come to 
the [notion 'of it*by Refle#on;' we fihd 
ſomething in us that Thinks, and from 
thence we' immediately artribure it *ro 
that Being. 


"But for any thing that i TH yet NL 
Ss; this Thinking Being may be meer 
matter; and when we proceed-to infer 
the exiſtence of an immaterial" ſubſtance 
(which is the true notion of a'Spirit, "as 
it is diſtinguiſh'd from matter, and” in 
which” ſenſe God is ſaid 'to' be a S rit) 
then the Idea we have of it, is as far from 
being poſitive, as the words by which we 
expreſs it.  Then' we have''no other way 
of conceiving it, but by removing from 


it | Extenſion, Divifi bility,  Solidity, &c- 


which are the properties of Body: and we 
conclude that the ſubſtance in 'vs that 
thinks muſt be immaterial, becauſe this 'ope-' 
ration exceeds the power of meer matter, 
ze; while it is ſuch; for if God ſhould alter 
all the properties of i it, ſoas to makeit ſome- 
#hing "elſe; "and not matter, then no'6ne 
can.deny'bur it may think ; but how far 


this 


Letter ro _,M b; Notion of a Saul is 
- fn oh of that of a thinking ſubſtance Pow om 
P. 69, 70, Tegard either to the materiality, or imma- 
71, teniality of it;;though one wou'd rhink;he 
inchnes | tothe former, .whep he ſhews. 
ms -to þe-the ſenſeof the word Spirit both 
SHOPDIanR: and Divine Authors, |Haw- 
orer; he. ſays afterwards. that. the ytr oft 
roof we aan have for the imm: Me 
f-it-will gmoynt only [QA Prohabi HY. 
d.thus much concerning it he ps aks 
deducible , from his Principles, 2nd. partls; 
alarly from his ſuppoſition of a Sy/tem of, 
matter;.and adds that he would 85 mY LI 
a-better proof of it. cither from.che 
of Worceſter gr any ane elle. '; To WE ca] 
to-this. now wou'd be no other, than a. di 
goxicn frog ah beljags Tam ppan, buf, 
1.do not ak giving hi im | 
ftration which he wou'd fo gladly.kez and 
ſhewing him-withal how very... much, he - 
is-out in his application of. thaſe Texts of 


"ipers O__ ule of, Ikogw 4is 
Faſig 


= for: a A TR to. deny any ki to 
be. demonſtration which 1s not. matheman 
tally ſach;;.but if it appears: that we have 
2s good-provf for the ammateriality.of, the 


Soul;: as we.can reaſonably expect for-.a- 
ny natural or moral truth, this 1s ſuflici- 
ex fortheconviction.of any, except thoſe 
who-by od Principles are obligd 1 to- P: 


paſo it. 


But to return, it is Evident from: whas 
bath been ſaid, that we are ſo far from 
forming any Idea of Spirit as clear and 
diſtin. as rhav we have of matter, hat 
we can't forma ſumple Idea of apy. 'prox' 
perty 1n-/it, which is pofitive i in reſped 
of ovr underſtanding; and therefora dine 
imple Ided's are the foundation of all-onn' 
knowledge as they are laid dawn by that 
Delicate and Curious Head,, which his 
Man of Forehead only has ſo grolly mſta-, 
ken ; that. defect in the firlt, principles 
ſhall run through all our aftex:Reafonings 
about the real nature of ir; and- — 
them much more' confu'd. and. I 
than thoſe concerning omiter/ 


I might ſay the fame of 2 Soria or. 
Glerified Body, that we can frame no Jdea 
of It, but by wegation of thoſe imperieQRir- 

| ons 


'n! , Ss. ijeident to): us/in' "this | 
conditions- of : mortality, end-'thole:ff fry 
paſſages related of. our. Savionr's, Bady 
after. his ReſurreQion, are: Pala Di9e- 
countable by us; at leaſt -minch;.more 
o_ the ordinary* appearances of Nature; 
y S997 hr his vaviſhing out"' of | their 
all of a ſuddain.;; and appearing "tn 
” midſt of them, at a time when the doors 
were ſhut, &c. and that theſe things were 
mot any miraculous operations, but the 
real properties of- a glorify'd Body,- is 
more likely to think; than that heſhou'd 
have rarify'd the Door, or the Walls of the 
#lnſe to get entrance ; or have ſecret- 
ly convey'd himſelf in a long with-them, 
as ſome learned Men have endeavour'd to 
folve theſe paſſages. Nor can- we-con- 
ceive how a body ſhou'd be diveſted of 
its gravity, ſo as to mount the Skies 8s 
our Saviour's did at his aſcenfiop; and as 
the Bodies of the Saints ſhall do-at the ge- 
neral ReſurreRion. ' None of theſe things 
are to beſolv'd upon the common-prinei- 
ples of knowledgethat are in-us:now, be- 
cauſe we have not capacities ſuitable tothe 
nature of _ 


-'S0 that now we'may wonder whit Fi- 
Gicylows meaningthis Man. can ns 
Wacn 


3 Chriſtianity not Myſterious. © TY 


when: he fa ys that all the. things which 
are/ſpoke 0 


and Stone; ond that we-are as properly 
faid to comprehend them.; and that our 
Idea's' of zatural and divive things-are e- 
qually clear and diſtin. A- ſtrange falla- 
cious inference this, becauſe we full compre- 
bend neither;therefore weare equally ignorant 


of botb.  And\to amuſc;people.that can't 


ee. this, that he might..ſeem- to; ſpeak 
ſomething, to the purpoſe, he borrows 2 
diſtinRion, . viz. That between the Ner 
minal and Real Eſſence of a thing, - * How 
impertigently he hath made uſe of- it -in 
this matrer,, is. very plain from what = 


been ſaid; which though we oe it to be 


a. good one, yet it is nothing to the, puy- 
be hy But it.is ſo far from | 19% 4 "0 

Diſtin{lion, that it ſeems to me, not to' be 
good Senſe. For nothing can be more 


abſurd than.to ſuppoſe #wo Aiff erent tine | 


ces in the fame thing. Nor « go anyt 
be more diretly levelld at, thoſe Hori Is 


Attributes-of, God, his Goodneſs and 7] ay 
than what it- ſuppoſes, viz, That -we are 


thus deceiv'd in every. thing, and know 


* 


nothing at. all of the true nature of thinz 

by thole ; properties that” -are diſcernable 

by us. * And therefore to. uſe his 0 or 
© "wor 


i909 


inthe Goſpel, are as conſis * 
ſtent with ur. common notions as Wood 


Ni thay $ Mew ithar F 
1Phitoſo- 


oe 5 
| Ny br z Nr have be 
ma Ke e 4 My ks; fg ; 


FE: dough it” cal uric in 
PByficks, atid a da U dnce'in 
bo aha EE raptor for Erer- 


t TEE there i is h 
Pnocepr 
L poſe: 


when in the ih entrance By apain con- 
P. 96; pgs: \theſetwo Propoſitions.” "Whethet 


het there art” wo Myſteries in Chrif 
} bieteiis een The Hirrer of thei is dubi- 
_ ous 


+ 5: I mn <A. 


SY 


Rm "ad has ons Myſteky: is ey tolig- 
nifie-.ſeveral things. And therefore-'to 
remove allambigyiry, and: fhew the fal- 
lacy of his arguing we will lay aſide the 
Word, andifpeak to the ming at f#f,; (3.0.) 
Phether' we havent as cletr:and-tdiſhibt 
Tdea's, as full md: perfett a knowledge of all 
FDings reveaC Hd t0"us in Sths Herder wo Ince. Fi 


appearing of Chriſt in he chin 
none 

i!That'we hat not beſdre-wallowacaak 
therefore te pranrs "they owere: 

then, but: rigwniſince the Tarsi Chritt 


ehey are noe:: 2And the/Svhote\fabſtarcce 
wy his 2arguitigon [this -lomyCdapret "is 
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«uf althefe boſe +hiugs 'w Ftheke: fed 
vbe: Jewiſh Rites und Ceremonies are always 
dp 3d 'to vr3Yhou they ates lon 
den from: ws.2\ 51'2 2663 bet 9var 


-21 But al{thoſ@! Z I, 
Rath aint fear rr 
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yeading how a thing may-be- clearly re- 
veal'd as to its Exi/tence, together with rhe 
relation it hath to us, and yet remain to- 
tally obſcur'd as to its Eſſence and Proper- 
}ies: Now therefore what we fay is this, 

- I.:*Fhat as tothe! internal Eſſence, and 
real Properties of thele divine things re- 
vealed to-us from Heaven, we are whol- 
ly ignorant of them. ; and know as' little 
of them in this reſpet, now they are re- 
_ veal'd in the Goſpel, as was known before 
when they were involv'din 7ypes and Fi- 
fares. 

2. That all-thefe things which-we call 
Myſteries, and now reveald'to' us in the 
Goſpel, while they were veil'd in Types 
and Figures under the Moſaick cecono- 
my, were very -much obſcur'd as to their 
Exiſtence, and to the concerwument of Man- 
kind in them; and therefore the Law is 
ſaid to have had only a ſhadow of good 
things to come, (z. e.) Men had but a 
very dark and imperfe&t knowledge even 
of the reality, and being, and fignification 
of thoſe things. As of the Zrernal ge- 
neration of the Son, his [ntarnation, Crit 
cifixeion, Aſcenſion, the Trinity of Per- 
fons, Refurreftion and Glorification of the 
| Body, the Operations of the Holy Sparlt, 

&c. They had then no clear and certain 
| [ knows 


mail 


knowle 
any- of thele'things afterwards reveabdin 


. 


ledge 'of the reality and exiſted of 


"Geiipul, Encrpelpiouointat ace 


Being of the true God, 'which was reveal'd 
to them by Moſes under the name*I; AM, 


-which-denoted nothing more than his ex- 
4ſtence.' - | 


3. We fay that theſe: divine ' things, 


which were hidden/ and obſcur'd before 
the appearing of Chriſt, were all of them 


plainly and clearly reveal'd-as to their Ex- 
4ſtence and as to-the - Relation they have 
to us, (2.e.) as to the reality and being 
of theſe truths, and our concernment in 
them. . And yet they do not- ceaſe'to be 
Myſteries ſtill, becadſe' they are till inf 
nitely more obſcur'd as''to their: Mayer 
and Propertzes, than the common objects 
of-nature.'#\So that- now it-is clearly-re- 
veaFd to us- that Chriſt: is the Son of God, 
yet it doth not follow that therefore we 
know as much of the manner of that E- 
ternal Generation of the Son, as we doe 
how one Man is faid to be the Son-of ano- 
ther. Becauſe it is reveal'd- tous. that 
there are endleſs Foys in Heaven, it doth:not 
tollow © that we know as much of them as 
we do of ſenſual Pleaſures. ' Becauſe it is 
clearly revea[dto us that we ſhall be.rais'd 
at the laſt day, in the glorious /ikeveſs of 
"$9 + Chritſt; 


wy briftontty wo not "My Jeri 


Chriſt it doth not follow that "we ins 
as well what this Glory will be; as'we 
know what it is to be of a Fatr and Bea 
tiful Completion; and ſo- in all the reſt: : 

- And this is the reaſon of thoſe ſeeming 
ly oppotfie expreſſions of St. ' Paul, 'the 
onein 2 Cor. 3. 18. where ſpeaking of the 
Clearne(s of the” Goſpel, in oppoſition ts 
the Obſcurity of the” Law he ſays, IWVe all 
with" oper Face beholding as in 'a Glaſs the 
glory of the Lord. And yet in'1 Cor. v3. 
12. ſpeaking of this fame'preſent fate of 
the Goſpel, in | oppoſition to our” future 
fate in Heaven he ſays, That now' we ſee 
through a Glaſs" darkly, but then Face'ts 
Face, ' By the firſt he denotes the clear- 
neſs of the Revelation as to the Exifence; 
and Defign of thoſe things now under the, 
Goſpel: by the latter, he-denotes the pres 
ſent obſcurity of them, as to their Man 
ner and Properties. 

- But it/may be objeted here that thus 
they are bur Types ſtill, and therefore the 
things contain'd in the Jewiſh Rites and 
' Ceremonies, are as little reveal'd mow, as 
they were befo?e But whoſoever makes 
this Objection can't bur know: theſe tw@ 
things to be'true which contend for, hows 
ever we are able to recoficile them, 'wvzz. 


I. That thoſe things ſignified- by Jeet 
12 


Rites 


Rates aud Gnas je gr com 
nit arg more- oa reveal d. to m/s 
 Sheyunere-befare. i And, 2. That. now, ti 
aremore ley neared 79.455; Jet we have 
ulde's of gby real Nature or Froperties 2 
_ #hem,..which {have -ſufficiently., prov' 
Whoſoeverallows. theſe wa things, my 
be of my.opinign,; whetiter I were able to 
aolwer this objeQion or;no, But it is eg+ 
@:for-any. one t0 apprehend, that when 
Ely.ther/dras-we have \of. the:things of 
Aagether-  Warld, are no, other, L149. 2 i 
of. 7ypes or Figures, I don't tal : them 4n 
_ thetricteſk ſenſe; of the W 
are. applied to. Jewiſh Rites.an feb 
nies; which were all of them ations c core 
erfant about externalOlie#s, and deſignd 
to repreſent dame diviuetranſation wt 
was to. have-4ts-completion, in; this. life 
and:cven.then was tohaye a farther refe- 
rence to ſomething intended. by ITN -- On 
e} other. World; :. But my.meaning 15, that 
the beſt;notion.axe can frame of;a Divine 
ObjcQ,; repreſents nothingof the real ng- 
re of.the/thing to us as it is ip. it (ſelf ;. if 
- any qnefinds fault with the word, letthem 
aallchemby what other.came they pleaſe, 
Gince: it. is plainthey muſt allow. the thing, 
-And. now + he tees, "if he was really 
; lin belare,' in what. Saf this Veil is. re> 


mov'd 


_y and in m—_ nk. we avi ittq 
remain.: And if he - thinks: him(elf-abte 
16: do it, infiead of proving:  optroſely whas 
no 'man denies, that the Veil is takewte 
way in Chriſt ; let him prove the truth of 
ir-in that! fenſe which: we dehy4” viz; Fat 
 #is taken:away; not only: as to the Reality, 
and Exiſtence aud Intent, of the. things, #t+ 
oeal'd which we allow ; but aj tothe Man- 
er: and' Properties of themg fo that:now 
we have: asiperfect a notion-and commifirg- 
henſive; vknowledge of them; as wethave 
of the Mabner and Properties of anything 
in-nature:;”or in his own-cant,- 7hdf/ye 
bave as. vie edt diſtin ideas ofi-thewgs 
wy ſexſtble «Ohjetts.\' AS tor? inſtance 
7onah's beingrinreie Whales belly, wase 
pe 'of- cations Burjal and Burr 
poftide, andatitrefote dow: this is-reveetd 
he muſt makeit out;/\that;theyeis.nothing 
more myſterious in our Saviours Death 
and'RiJurvect ior; than _ J_ 
ried inro:a Vane, and yea 
vpon this:legps.\2 The: brew Ht 


wr Wasin:T af Chrith, 2nd: xeprefarty 


ed the Lords :Soppct ;/ hnd:this now is-2uk 
a Thpe'bf the joys of Hidaven, -a5-opr;S8r 
viour himfelfrrmakes- it':by-thoſe: wordfy 


Henceforth! Fiſh nit dronk iof this, fruis of Marr. 26, 
"he Vine, tl *Fodrink it thow' with; you 1t 27+ 


\J l 3 my 


- A Fathats Kiogdom. \ But rhis _—_ 


WW y Us _ real 't 'narure of t 
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ring 4. fs oak off piano. du 
And owt Pippa vis hewaira' 
px i prov'd tofave'me thelabour-ofitrane 
Feribi ng, do-but look over-every; Textche 
| hath quoted by-way of Proof; and- try v0 
"make his inference from it, andthen you 
will be ſatisfied that” Quaker, or-any other 
*Pnth ofraftneverapply'd Scnprureſo imparts 
#in Inently.” : Do burapply this diſtinftion of 
#'thing's being/reveal'd as 79's Exiſtence 
4 ben ul Defgs "and the Relation it hath: te'us 
j | OF to 34 manner pos nies af 
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heart. of Man the things which God bath 
prepar'd. for them that love him; but God. 
hath reveal d them to us by his Spirit, 
which proves no. more than waat every 
body owns, 7 hat it was impoſſible by ſtrength 
6f Reaſen to have attain d to the knowledge 
of thoſe means which God had appointed for our 
Satlyation, and now they are reveal'd it is 
only as to the truth and reality! of their 
exiſtence, as to their Intent, and the:Re- 
lation they have to us;. and not as-to the 
Manner and Properties.of them. 

\ The.things here ſpoke of which cou'd 
not-have enter'd. into the heart of; Man, 
were: the Incarnation of the Son, and: the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt ; which were:the 
contrivances of infinite Wiſdom forthe re 
ſtoration of fallen Man, and this»was 
what. the wiſeſt heads-among us con'd-ne- 
ver have thought of. Theſe things were 
obſcur'd in Jewiſh Types and Ceremomies, 
and at-length God reveal'd it clearly' tous, 
that thole were the means he had appoint= 
ed for oor; Salvation. 


Kan heard, neither have enter d- intothe. 


if, he,wou'd ſpeak to the purpole is, ; That. 
therefore we now know as perfectly the man- 
xer of that conception: wrought by the: power 
of. the Holy Ghoſt in a pure Virgin, avef. the 


l 4 ordinary 


ordinary way of Generation; and betauleir 
is reveaF'd to us that:the Holy Ghoſt works 
in us;:;therefore we muſt know the mens, 
ner 'of. it as perfe&tly, as we do thar'of 
the nouriſhment of our Bodies by *meat 
anddrivils © 44 8 

2. Cor. 3.  Themnext is, St. Paul uſed great plainneſs 
12.13. of Speech, Ergo'they had as full and-per- 
feft a knowledge of every thing he ſpoke 
as they had of a Stock or a Stone. > Nay 
whenheſpoke to them of the depths of the 
Wiſdom of God, and dilcours'd to them how 

he was caught up tuto-Paradiſe, and beard 
ſpeakable words, without doubt they that 
ard'him had as lively an impreſſion '6f 


this whole 'viſion' on their imaginations, 
as: he' that ſaw it; nay: as they had. of the 
Man-that ſpoke to them; and we may 
expe no leſs from this profound: Reveas 
ler of Myſteries, than that he will quote 
_ theſe unſpeakable words in his next 


ee? uk G9 4 ""{# -— 
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now," TY Tudgments ate ſe halls 
and his ways T7 fullbis out; as he doth 
of the dark contrivances of that Cab4/Fa- 
gainft'all reyeal'd Religion, where the : 
ſign of this Book was firſt laid, apd th 
reſt are 'now a forging. For *tis we 
know this Myſtery of 1niquity dbth'ak 
ready work ; hi he who hath hitherto bin- 
dred, we rruft will hinder, till they be ta- 
ken uilt 0 the way, and their wickedne 
be revea 4. 


And kere if I were diſpogd to be mer-. 
ry, I <ou'd' make better ſport, with the 
Hiſtory" 6f this Man's 'Life, than he has, 
done Wh the Dofor and his Pariſhioner z Page t09e 
for 1 Have" rrac'd hit th" this too, from 
the tifne fe firſt pen out he. wou'd, b be 
Flead of 2 Se& before he was thirty years: 
of Aye, till he became - an Author z 20d 
from thence to his "coming into this; 
Kingdom to ſpread his eceſes, and puſs 
his mig 1s in Execution. But T am now. 
upon' a abjett in Divinity, and of mae, 
king a Farce; and perha $ 1 may have a; 
nother 6 SpPoreoniry of Biſing the Wo Chl 
cleaf nt aiſtin(t Zed of "this man, WK ' 
thinks himſelf 6 formidable; and, ur 
with the fancy of having. run down.r ce8. 
Kingdoms wars | with one croſs (ue 10g 
which 
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meg 44 1 AS 
. I come now to eaſier how. he an- 


rs thoſe 0bje4;ons which are-made-/a- 


bi this .new Hyptthefis of his-in-Reli- 


100. F, bo 

8 The firſt fort of Objefions a briggs are 
three or four Texts of Scripture, : which 
make nothing againſt either what. he, or 
we fay in this matter ; but ſuch as Erthu- 
haſts bring againſt - the uſe. of; Reaſon in 
Religzow. Sothat they are whollycimper- 
on unleſs he diſputes againſt zhe Qua- 


ers; and therefore | have no more to 
dothere but to. rake notice of the þ, 


ingenuity of the man, who by this wou'd 
make unthinking or. pres udiced-people be- 
lieve, that we are thol > Jenvrnt. Peauneie 
Men' he ſpeaks of; Ihe, put ys upon” the. 
me level with the rankeſt Eothnſults.. © 
Vhereas he can't but know. that. we are 
as vigorous defenders of the uſe of Rear 
ſon in Religion as he can. be- Tis 
by this that the traths of all, reveal'd Re- 
ligion are eſtabliſh'd, and remain unſhg;. 
ken and the ſame for ever, in ſpight of all 
the' oppoſition of their ſubrileſh enemies. 
"Tis by Ehis we coolut his Errors, 'tis be- 


Ore 


foroeki > Re and Taghy of = a 
all\his 'Operoſe and laborious £ AJ dife 


appear like empty ſhadqws,/an van in iny 


to gothing. 


eaſe i inR IE, aligion,then. on: nk; - Yo wears 
charg'd as if we denid all Revelation, and 
when we defend: the truth of Revelation, 
then on the, other fide we.ape:charg'd with 
layingaſideour Reaſon;as. if. we muſtneeds 
ceaſe to be Mey, before we can.be, Chris 
ſtians. © And therefore 1 ſhall ſtare a righs 
notion of this matter as clear: as. beaq in 
orb: and 'that by thele degrees:  . 


1.'We allow that Senſe and Reaſon are . 
the.only. rok we have of knowiog or 
judging of any. p 2a either in Nature or 
Religions and we! allow that. God in all 
his Revelations applies himſelf,to.usby theſe 
faculties; and. UE -not either pp any 

a 


new ones, or make any effential altes 
ration in theſe we have; far then a Stock 
or.a Stone wayd beas capable of a Divine 
Gary ere ars F Fefio CPA, GM 
feos | 


2. We allow what what is not worth 
to theſe Fomens: of knawle 5 we AR 


FE 
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as 


for otherwiſe ve argiie'G "Waft* 

Wiſdom, "and* Contrroanct;"" and if oo; 
were now as* well fitted” for" 

: of bay; ile, there ou'd't 


| 3X wy Mr that cM the thibgs 6 6 
ther” ge, ever ifteF"they"ate"! 


veal d arg tc ry rn BY from 'our 
Senſes 4: Jr R pl ; 4) Natur: 


bur by Analogy with the ; things & 
{hc Thus. the, Glory and. {eng 
ight of Hedven is refear hh 


on of tha 
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F, he Saints ſhall reign for ever. 


| In this Myſtery the thing reveal i is the 
happy and g riqus ſtate of. the Saints in 
Heaven. e Analogous obj, made uſe 
of, by God ON this, 1s that of | the Splex- 
doar.and Grandure of a Kingdom. In re» 
ſpe& of this latter, our Reaſon hath full 
ſcope and. 'tis not. only /awful but com- 
meudable, nay: our duty to be, very punRu- 
al and exa@ in.our Scrutiny. And there- 
fore we muſt know the, meaning of the 
words, and. underſtand the matter of the 


Propoſition, ;, we mult be ſatisfied that it, 
hath no impolibility or cantradiQtion i. 


if, 


_ Vos 


A I I he - 
- LES Tre A . CE - Jo bY "1 EX] oF ; 
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via, TR covey have! F "clear evi- 
dence in our. mind; of" its* cortiing from 
God by fuch Proofs to Metis 48 
Reaſon of its divinity; "as tha 44 IVArICe 
vs that it could come from none bur God! 
fach as Miracles and Prighcter, 8 yay he 

bletieſs of the thing to* our "or 
mon Notiovs + [and I am not to givem: 
sſnt ' to it unleſs I have this Poideer: 
which Iallow thus far to” be the ground 
of Perfwafion. .' Thus far: we areready' to 


 joyn iſſue with any Adverſary of Revela- 


_ tion and Myſteries purely upon'the princi- 
ples of Reaſon. And to. require it any far- 
ther is no other than to demand a ratzonal 
account from us, of what we grant y We have 
fio notion of,  - 

:God-never requires our Aﬀent to-ahy' 
Propoſition,” but upon” fuch reſtimonies 
and od as ſhall cauſe this' Evidence. Bur 
as to the'thing it felf which is ſignified by 
this analogy, as the real fate and conditi- 
on of the bleſt in Heaven is in this My- 
ſtery, it is "wholly exempted from the en- 
quiry of Reaſon. And herein 'is my Paith 
that I give my aſſent to a propoſition 
which is ſufficiently prov'd to come from 
God, thongh I have no notion at all of 


that divine truth which is repreſented” to 
me 


me e-under the fimilitude of ſome worldly 
Qbjec. 

-And-+thus- you ſee. how Faith is nicely 
and. moſt exactly defin'd. The Evidenoe; 
or ?\eyv0 demonſtration of things not 
ſeen, becauſe Faith is-no' ſuch precarzous 
implicite aſſent, as theſe Champions for 
Reaſon think, but it 1s the giving our 'af+ 
ſent to things which though we have no 
notion at all of now, yet-the reality and 

exiſtence of them are demonſtrated to ug 

by ſuch proofs as raiſe up in our minds 

the greateſt degree of Evidence for the 

truth of the Relation. And it is this that 

will Qrike all theſe Oppoſers of Faith and* 
Revelation. dumb, when they appear at 

the Tribunal of God ; becauſe they will 

not then have it to ſay, That God: re- 
- quird their aſſent to any propoſition, but 
what they underſtood as well as th 
could underſtand any thing in this World. 
And for the Divine Revelation of which, 
they had ſufficient proofs (if- they, did 
but conſider them) to raiſe up in their 
minds an. Evidence as clear- and diſtin 
as they can have of any thing in this 
World. 


And "thus he ſees how groundleſs all 
thoſe Objections are, and malicious Inſt 
nuations 


pegs: "any _ our not holy 

-'Parth ; as if we in 'any point of *it- Jo 
elin#the ſtricteſt examination of Reaſon. 
Were fo far from-diſtruſting+ our-cauſe, 
or obliging Men to walk blindfold, that 
we give their Reaſon all the helps weean ; 
and Men are never better diſpos'd for the 
helief of ourChriſtias Myſteries than when 
they follow the guidance and conduct of 
it. - For our whole Chriſtian Faith is 


grounded upon: the ſtrifteſt Rattocinatt- 


"And therefore having ſtated: the true 
"Extent of Reaſon in the Myſteries of Reli- 


[ ſhall now proceed to conſider his 
©, 12G, Fees objeRion againſt his Book, w/z. 


That it As the nature of FAITH. 
A ſhrewd objection it is, and that which 
Hennever will evade chovgh he had the wil- 
- dorm of the old Serpent to help him. And 
that perſon whoſoever he was wou'd have 
been more his Friend, if he had in time 
vpened to; him all the other talſe and im- 
pious conſequences of his Book' ; before 
it came abroad to ſpread infedtion, and 
Blaſt the credit of the Chriſtian Fazth. 
Bat now alas! it is too late, for nothing 
is'fo vain as a Man of ſome parts, where 


there | is not a true ſenſe of 'Piery to ro 
ifie 


life them : | And berefors he. is. now, _ — 


ſtand | by it with his Soul, and venture 
Damnation rathet than leſſen himſelf.by a 
publick Recantation, itt the opinion of a 
bulf learned 'and debauch'd fort of: people; 
whoſe intereſt it is to- run down that 
Inſtitution, which if it be true muſt riſe 


day 


The forte of os obje@tion fiw-i in this 
If we can: give our aſſent ro-nothing but 
what we havea clear and diftin&of Idea in 
the Mind,-1o-as to believe nothing uport 
the Worth and: Yeracity of another. Per- 
fn, then there can be no -4fſext/ diſtiti 
 from- Knowledge ; - and- thus there can be 
ro Faith either Divine or Humane. F or 
if a Man of whoſe! ſincerity you are 
chrovghly convinced, ſhou'd tet you, That 
there are a ſort of People i# the Indies 
who | ſcoarge their {dois ſeverely, when r any 
thing goes croſs. to-thetr expettations; it 
impoliible for you to believe this unlels 
you. ſee it, For 'though you know the 
meanitig -of the words, .and appeherid” 
clearly what an Idol is, and what it 1s to. 
ſcourge ir; Fet if the relations of ten thou- 
ſand People and ever (0 manly cirtumſtan- 
(Enocurttl to mw” truth of itz yet you 

cant 


up.in judgment egaintt them at the haſt P, 128, 


©, E201 Neve » Gaye YOUr: aſſorea it upon. any: 


P. 127. 


ether-texms than. he did. who ſaw it, for 
pothing;oe;od give you this cyidence or 
knowledge of the truth and. reality Fi it, 


which be makes the ooly ground of.. our 


Y eroſion 


"And then if ve can't. give our aſſent. 


: even to the Reality and Exiſtence of any 


thing, but when we have clear and - di- 
Rint.ldeg's. of the real modes.and proper- 
viea of it as it is in its ſelf, then we. gan 
believe nothing [cither of : God. or- of any 
thing. relating..to another World ; For 1 
have aqoe08 ſufficiently-appear that: it,1g 
for us now to hayeſuch 


Idea's. - them., Therefore. now let, us 
| ſee how he endeavours..to;get-over-this. 
My R eader ehioks, I warrant, that 


going, 


is 
t.: to. reconcile the Chreſtzat 
f i his: Prenciples. Butinſtead of 
ths, "he ſpetds. rea pages.in. ſhewing: 
You is no ſuch thing as Faith ;..05- 
_ L ſee plainly. Lhall take kim 10.06: 
dat; and:anſwer every Paragraph, becaukc 
rhis-is-h6 moſt PRs 4 Pare of Ds Tor 
plulliy. | 36H a RA , 


HOC} "TR 3 Tr, e1 
. Firſt.he-t6 's 8 $ that to be.confident o 
any F;thigg” at atie It —_ a 
- | 64 
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Real Faith or Perſwafion but #-raſh' Pre 
ſumption,” and an obſtinate' Prejudtite, 7 
Tf he'means by not conceiving: it, #0? 
anderſtanding tht meaning of 'the*Propofition 
reveal'd, he'is in the right'of it'; but if 
he means by ' coneeiving it zhe'Baving' as 

i and compleat a knowledge 'of the thing 
reveal'd, as"'we have of any" Phiznomena” of 
nature, "tis abſofotely falle\; for as"I have 
ſhewn at hrge, we may pive'our aſſent 
to the Exiftexce *6f things * when we 
can't conetive'any' thing; at "all of theis 
real nature”: Arid" thit our: Chriſtian Faith 
ks however no 74! Mime in or d5/ft2 
Hate Prejudice; beeinle it is founded aport 
ſufficient reftitmomies of rhe:tuthiand rew 
tity of the propoſitions believy, inthings 
/herebf” we've clear” and: diſtin 13 
an 24 21.0 Fel (ft oreniriget Vit bois 
"OThis is'the thing he drivesgaty! vx. that 
we'have 2 full: and compleat knowledge 
of the things believ'd; and to make't plaw- 
(ial he fays that God hath no intereſt to 
de bis Erteatures, nor\ warits' ability 
t6 inform theitt. 'F7go he reveals nothing 
but what he'rmakes' them perfectly , com- 
prehend. - Therefore he hath'not reveatd 
fy thing of the eternal Gey#ration of the 

01, the'changeof our Bodies, the Foys of 
Weaven;/ of*the operations -of the Spirit, 
$15 768 K 2 &c. 
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ale if God Tha ae Mong hy 


| wou'd have -made you't conceive the *man- 


| MOR Inn's and if ho Yid 


Y, itwascenainly want: of. ſincerity'ior 
wlity 1 n{him:, But. let. this- B/2ſ#hemer 
now, - that it-is neither want of Yeracity; 
Ml norability 48. 'God-rhat is the. reafon-why 


| Fedor and Imperfettion. of our: preſent 
Bate, who have no capacities for them as 
yer. And therefore as we:now-give our 
- __ roithe Realicy and: xiſtence of what 

R © COnce Ive, god veracit y..of 


tus Fin atop 
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+ God wes'd be hires ' if whay he 
not agree. with .our common ot ons; (4 
God ſhov'd ſpeak Nonſes ſe to-you in his Re- 
velat ions JR who be ver the wiſer; ; for 


or t conceive theſe, things, 'but the 


|\Chriſtianity not Myſten "5 I 


could-not believe it... Now |. this:yery-in; 


tance which he intends by. way of R:4icule 
of;all the Objes of our holy. Faith, doth 
happily. ſhew the tru difference between 
a-rational 4ſſent and a blind Credulity ; and 
is {a ſufficient confutationof: his whole 
Book. Let us therefore compare. thele two. 
words BLICTRI, and GLORT, " 


. Of the firſt I know nothing more than: 
that it is made up of (even Letters, and 
therefore he that ſpeaks it is a Barbarian 
to me. And as | know nothing of it; ſo 
x.can; believe . nothing concerning/]it, but 
the uncertain:{ound.it makes to my,ear ;; 
and that ſeven Letters make two Sylla- 
bles in writing. - + . = 

As to the other word Glory, I grant. 
I know as little! of the real. nature of the 
Glory of God,: and of the Saints in Hea-: 
ven, as I do what that B/i#ri-means ; 


and yet God doth not ſpeak Noxſenſe, 


when he reveals to me that there is (ach 


a thing. in Heaven as Glory..., For 18; 
Though I have no notion of-the thing as 
it isin it ſelf, yet it is repreſented tome. 
by-the brightneſs of the Sun, and Glory: 
of a Kingdom, the greateſt Images I now. 
am able. to frame of it. 2.' am: made ac- 


quainted with the Relatiov this Glory hath. 


K 3 rg 


R "<LOme; my y- To i f expotis mein the Hea: 
$ens'; that 1 ſhall enjoy. it;/and be made 
partaker it; and'that it; Will renderme 
happy beyond! all i imagination. But yas 
_ k&-more- abte-to conceive that Happineſs; 
* than'rliat Glofy of God which thall-be 
he cauſe of it.” 7 ens 3. [t is-reveal'd/-by 
God with this deſign that it ſhou'd bea 
prevailing motive of my Obedierice, and 
41 incitement to the practice of Vertue 
and Holiriefs. 4. I have not capacities at 
preſent to apprehend the rea] nature of it 
as perfeQly as Tan apprehend any thing 
in natufe'- if it were diſcovered to: me. 
- And thus we ſee how Godin all hisReve- 
lations doth notſpeak Noyſexe to us,thaugh 
we have not clear and dittin@ Idea's of 
the things which are-ireveal'd. Nay 
though we'have:no more ldez of them as 
they arc in themſelves, mw we __ of 
ome Bart" 1. 


P. 129; + Beſides the Text he vriags to , back this 
f LEES Sophiſin of- his, explains the matter far- 
__ ther and fays'6pen the Fallacy, Heb: 11: 
6 He that conies to God:muſt believe that 

be '#s;-and. that be is @ rewarder-of -thews 

 thar” diligently ſeek him, By which we 

(ce all that''is knowable - of God by-us 

-o "as" his Bxiftencs, and the m6 
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hethath to us, viz. Thar he 7s a Rewartler 

of thew” that ' diligently ſeek him.” Fort 
hope he'will -own that we are bonnd ro 
believe all we know of God, though he 
flatly denies'that we are bound to believe 
any thing more in him - than what'we 
_— as well at leaſt as we do any thing 
elle. 


} 


Lo 
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He goes on and asks, without concerving Þ- 139% 
Paith' after this manner, ( 3. e.) without 
making 'it nothing elſe bur knowledge, 
How could Chriſt be term'd the lirht of the 
World 2 and how could we be ſaid to have 
the' Spirit of Wiſdom > (3. e.) ufilels he 
- gives \you as clear and diſtin *Idea's of 
every thing he reveals, as you have of a 
Stock or a Stone. 1 anſwer by giving us 
2 clear and' diſtin&t Revelation of their 
Exiſtence, of which we ſhould have been 
wholly ignorant but for him, for thus he 
hath made us wife unto Salvation, fin&t 
he hath given us a clear X#ow/edge of oof 
Duty,and back'd his Precep:7s with the pro- 
miſe "of future rewards, which we have 
no notion of;and the beſt thought we carr 
frame of themis, that they exceed all thar 
we can think or ſpeak. Phe: 
But ſays he, 7hat remarkable” inſtance ©: 13+ 
of Abraham's Faith will be objefled. ' Yes 
FI K 4 is ; 


Gy ne: 


— 8... 


P. 132: 


| diand the; way \he PERRY 
is mop aYing as we do,'and Jeavings his 

.Opanion »to- tbift for it; ſelf. +: God 
promiſec , Abrabans to give him-a nume- 
rous Progeny in 1ſaac; after-this,: before 
Tſaac hath.a Child, God, commands him 
ro ſacrifice his only Son; He. obeys upon 
this conſideration, that God was able to 


- raiſe him up again, by the ſame power 


that he at firſt rais'd him out of the dead- 
eſs of Sarah's Womb. Now the queſtion 
between him and me, is not Whether this 
Faith was a. firm Perſwafton. built uponſub- 
ſtantial Reaſons, which we allow.and\con- 
tend for and therefore he ſays nothing to 
the purpoſe. - But the queſtion: is; Whe- 


- ther Abraham. gave. his a{ſent to what -be 


was yot able tp comprehend, which he muſt 


- pwn; unleſs he proyes that Abraham knew 


as perfeqly the whole manner of. God's 
_ a Body from the dead, or from a 
Wom paſt Child bearing, as he did the 
procreation of jt in the ordinary, way of 
Nature. Had Abraham been able to-de-/ 
worſtrate that God wou'd raiſe his Son, 
d to conceive exaQly the manner: how 
this was to. be brought to paſs, then/in- 

feed i it were no Faith but Knowledge; but 


| [* ead af | this he bad only the promiſe 


pf 990 for it; and knew po more how 
God 


- I 


RR 
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God'wou'd raiſe him, than he knew how 
he made the World, © M1 82 Fart 
-- After this he lays down feveral-O}/er p, 34 
vations to prove there can be no fach 
thing as Faith, (ze. ) an, aſfene diſtin 
from Knowledge. 
\ x. Tf Faith were not a- Perſwafron reſul- 
ting from a comprehenſion of the thing be- 
lieud, there could be ny degrees in it. | 
anſwer this is falſe like all the reſt, for 
though 1 know nothing more of a thing 
than it's Exiſtence, and the Relation it 
hath to me, and therefore am far from 
comprehending it; Yet my aſſent to the 
. truth of it, ſhall vary in degrees cither 
according to the Proofs I have for it, or 
according as I weigh and confider them, 


2. The Subjet of Faith muſt be intelli- P, 134 
gible to all,” fince the belief thereof is com- 
wanded under no leſs a penalty than Dam- 
vation. Who doubts it ? let him if he can 
produce one propoſition we believe which 
1s not intelligible. But. becauſe we don'e 
fully: comprehend the thing ſpoke of, are 
we therefore wholly ignorant of any thing 
relating to it, and muſt we rejet it all 
as Fallacy and Impoſture? If it be faid 
He that  believeth not- ſhall be damn, 
Mark-T6. 16, then what will become of 


him 
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him that” takes all "this \pains'»tos; ſhow 
there is 'no ſuch thing as Fairch 2 >i\ 
ally ſince the Belief there: mean't is "— Gar 


_ thing plainly diſtin from- Knowledge: 


For ſure he -dpth not "think" the: "met 
ning. of that Text is this, Ze that hath 
not as full and comprehenfrve a knowledge 
of God and wy. things reveal'd, as he 
hath of any thing is Nature, hall be 
Dams'd, which is all his notion of Faith, 


| Again, '» 


3. If any part a Sciioninr's were nnintel; 
lig be it could never be rightly trauſlated, 
r= very wiſe Obſervation; who ever ques 
ſtion'd it > But! as I have ſhewn there is 
a great deal of difference between «uder- 
ſtanding the meaning of the words, and, 
having a comprehenſrve knowledge of the thing 
intended by them. As I underſtand very 
well the meaning of theſe words, When 
Cbriſt appears we ſhall be like him, though 
T am wholly ignorant wherein this like- 
neſs will confilt; fo that I can however 
tranſlate the ſenſe of that Propoſition ex- 
atly and perfeatly. And: therefore "tis 
ſuch VWretches as He who affirm the contras 
ry, that plentifully furniſh the Atheiſticat 
and Prophane, with all the matter of their 


objections againſt Scriprure. Bat I hope in 
time 


_—_— —— 
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ime God will. put it into \ the. hearts of our, 
Gowernours #0: remed ly raja di for dens... = 


OLA - ————_—_ 


4. Except Faith fanifee ay oneligitle P. 1361 * 
Per ſuafion, we. cannot give others a reaſon 
of our Hope. Tis very true; it.is an /ns 
rebigible Perſwafion, and grounded upon_ 
the ſtricteſt. Reaſon. But he with-a hardy. 
confidence . openly pretends, that we de- 
ny /people- are to examine and under- 
ſtand their Fajth7and fo runs into a com- 
pariſon between Chriſt and the 7do! of the 
* Siameſes. upon our Principles, Now he 
is paſt all Reaſon and Modeſty, and theres» 
fore [ have no. more to do here but deli- 
ver him up into.the hands of our Gover- 
zours, We may confute his Errors, but 
tis They only can ſuppreſs his Infolence 
We only can endeavour to heal thoſe wha 
are already feed, 'tis They alone can 
hinder the dyjeotinn from {preading far- 
ther. ; 


5. That either the Apoſtles cond nt p; '137, 
write more intelligibly of the repated Myſte-. 
ries, or they would not; 1 anſwer that 
allchat weare able to underſtand of theſe. 
Real Myſteries they have made-ſo plain, 
that they could :not, neither" need they: 
have made them more plain. and intelli- 

| : gible, 


ia», ww" 
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gible.. As*for the- other- part of them, 
they knew as little of it as'we do; 'and 
therefore we don't Raz! at them as he 
doth at all the Clergy, as if they had.in- 
duſtrioufly conceal'd any thing from us 
which they knew themſelves. - + 
He goes on, '7is affirm'd that God hath 

a right to require the aſſent of his. Creatures 
to what they can't comprehend, Yes he has, 
and accordingly . doth require. it. And 
again I ſay 'tis Blaſphemy to affirm that-in 
this he is guilty of ſuch a Zyrazuy as only 
becomes the Devil. He requires:ouriaf- 
ſent to the Eternal generation of the Son; 
the 7rinity of Perſons, and Divinity of Chriſt; 
the Reſurrettion of our Badies, and: change 
of them into the likeneſs of Chriſt, &c. though: 
we can t comprehend them. - And yet he 

is ſo far from aRing like a Zyrant in this; 
that he ads like a merciful God, anda 
tender Father, For he herein condeſcends 
to our capacities, and Reveals the mes 
thods of our Salvation, and the future 
ſtate of Heaven to us, after ſuch a man- 
ner as we are able to underſtand them 

- and promileth that if they have that. in- 
flaence upon us which he deſigns, ( 2. c.) 
Þ to excite our Gratitude, and make us Yer- 
: tzwous and Holy; he will at the reſyrreci- 


jon of oyr bogics, give us capacities - 
: | (ee 
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ſee them clearly as they-are in themſelves. 
Sothat-theſe Myſteries are to berunderſtood 

at' laſt; but nor till we:come to another 

World. And therefore God doth not're- 

veal them only to puzzle our | heads, but P. 138. 
for wiſe and. excellent ends, v:z. to bring, 
mankind to ſalvation by ſuch Methods, as 

are conſiſtent. with the Freedom of his 

Nature. | Eo ny 

- From all -theſe OZſervations . he con-P. 139: 
cludes, That to give our Aſſent to any thing, 

above Reaſon in his Senſe, is contradiftary. 

t.-7o the ends of Religion, whereas I hays «# 
thewn at-large that upon this ſuppoſition, 
there can be no. Religion: at all either na». 

tural or reveal'd. z. 7o the nature of Man, 

(i.e.) becauſe no Man can believe what + 
he knows nothing, of, - but this Quibble & © 
have ſufficiently removd... And,-- 3. Zo, 


4 ; 


the goodneſs aud wiſdom of God, who-as: 
he intimated before, 7s as much a Tyrant. 
as the Devil. for requiring us to'belieue any, 
thing we cant comprehend, x 
. : It God had, requir'd+us to give-oura 
ſent to what we knew nothing at. all of, 
he would have »requird /mpoſſibilities ; if, 
he had requird, us to; give our aſſent to” 
what we had.ng Proof or Evidence tor,.he 
wou'd have. requird what was; /nreaſons- 
ze ; butrwhen;he adapts-the Revelarign, 
»+44 - Fo of 


P, 139. 
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of things' which we camo? apprebend to to 
our Capacities, under the notions of things 

which we ' dv apprehend clearly and ful ih, 
it is the greareft Argument "of: his Wit- 


= dom. And when he requires no aſſent 


from us without ſufficient Argaments of 
+ norte to any conſidering unprejn- 
dic'd Perfon. | Iris a gre#t inſtance of his 
Goodneſs, And theſe Revelations of things 


x orc our Reaſon to comprehend, as they 


powerful Incitements to Gratr- 
por "fo they wilt be'che" ſubje& of 
our "Pr Je and 'Thankſofviny hereafter; 


ils 8 to op remov'd, = 


afte al this pains to: _ his 
there is Er hw Thins as Faith diſtin 
Rin He fiys. this will be ob-' 
F=—, ich. He 5s in rhe right: 

Kit will be ever 0 Riv a oaſt 
"he' rec: nts his Efror publick-" 


">" Byt how! orty he endebviir to evade 
it ? Why, 7Þ4t Knowledge which is the pre-' 
fent and tmeddiats view of a thing is not 

Fa azth. He tays well.” Bur what: "thn4 
"Faith is only the miderflanding what 3s 
lievd. BE. will tand By 3t-with Soul 
and Boy UNFPORNY" is notlting; elle. hy 
nc 
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the underſtanding. whas: i is _heliev 'd is ne- 
| ceflary 11 in order to Faith no one deryes ; 
but:any. Man of eomman. Senſe may ſqe, 
that this and the other definition are the 
ſame; Fa pray what .is, Underſtanding 
what is belieud. but having a preſent im- 
mediate knowledge of it, unleſs he will ſay 
a Man cant believe 2 thing till he hath 
forgot he knew-it. [That which conſti-. 
tutes the formal at of Faith as it is dir 
Rind from Knowledge, is an 4ſ?nt upon. 
the duheity. of of -another Parſon. But ac- 
Authorgy is no groung, 
$09: og a 


ad Faith is' only the un- 
derſtanding what is believ'd. Therefare. 
there canibe-no ſuch thing as'any Alent 
diftina from. Anewledge.. . | 

;And naw; haye 1 done-this; Man _ 
Virong, HOWE ing-him with endeavours: 
ing: to. grfiray..the Faith. of the Goſpel, 
' ad .,ta overthrow: the, whole Chriſtian Res 
Jigjon.: Inv therface of a Chriſtian Governs, 
ment, and\in Defarce' of all Laws and; 
Power ; Excighaftica! and: Civil; He tells; 
them plaioly.4hat Faich 45 nothing more: 
than.underftantling what is: believ'd (2. 6}: 
there is .n9.luglk thing as Faith- diſtio&. 
ſtorm Knowledge; - and conſequently the, 
Faith of /Chriſtians is. nothing but /mpli+; 
cite Aſlent and blind Creamery th 

An 
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And therefore here again | wou'd Jeli- 
yer him into the handsof the Magiſtrate, 
not mov'd' by any heat of Paſſion,” but 
by ſuch's Zeal as bevonies every Chriſter 
to have for his Religion, . : 7 

- For here he pleads a Tolivation, bur'for 
what 2 I hope there-is 96 Toleration for 
Blaſphemy and Prophaneneſs; and though 
Men are: allow'd 'ro believe what they 
pleaſe themſelves; yet ſure: "wy may. be 
reſtrain'd. from induſtriouſly ! ſp: | 
ſach-Impious;Notions- as aro.deftructive 
of all Religion, and from open Ne tug' VL 1c 
che'Chriſtian Faith as /mpoſture and [7 

*Agairi, "tis objeed againſt"him That 
his wotions of Faith. make Revelation uſe- 


He Lind Credulity. 


es. Yes it'doth, forthough'we under- 


ſtand rhe Wards of the-Propofition re-' 

veal'd ever fo well, and coriprebend the 
thing ſpoke of as fully as we'doa Stock 
or'a Stone;'- yet - we can) never: give our + 
aſſent to" the 'truth- of <>> Relation ; | be- 


cauſe that after" all is done:we muſt &. 


this' upon 'the Word of "another. But 
tokch more doth ir make alt-the Revelats- 
os of the Goſpel «/eleſs, becaufe we have 
o'tlear and*diſtin- Idea's:of them, and 
therefore muſt utterly reject them all bps 
en this ſcore likewiſe. - Sg = 
$a” x 13 


fy 


FT wot in op -olitlumcto all ine can 1 be 
:faid, inhis: ey tive: Hap aſſerts here; what 
he' hath been Aﬀerting from the bepin 
ning of his Book;-but gives no reaſon for 
That Revelation is only of uſe to inform us, 
whilſt the Evidence of it's Subjeft perſwades 
ks. - Then reply we, if ſo, you muſt be- 
lieve all Relations true or falſe indifferent- 
iy, when you underſtand the meaning of 
the Wards, arid know the nature of the 
thing ſpoken of. Nay: if two contrary 
Propoſitions equally intelligible be related 
he Suſt believe thera both, . - 


And therefore now I hope he won't 
fake it-ill-of 'the World, if they believe 
me-when [ inform'them, that this Book 
which goes under his name, was the joynr 
Endeavours-of a ſecret Club, who 2-4 
themſelves with a great deal of Induſtry 

to deſtroy all Revead Religion. And-that 
mn have 'thade uſe of this Man as a 
Tl only, - and have puſh't him before 
therh, to try with what ſafety ſuch Prin- 
ciples as theſe may be openly avow'd ifl 
oppoſition to all that is eſtabliſh'r. among 
us; thar'chey. might follow and openly 
maintain what they have been forging in 
ſecret Cabals. 


E -* nn 
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Fay. hen et- 
| ther the World muſt believe 1 us When 


2. 12. Where there is*this Expreſſion, 


* * 


ow this isa matterof Fat, and who- 
7E mths Holt Leteve, tt, Ts 
19e rſtand the . me i Ot : th 
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Wor ds, and Know. t : 

thi ng hat is ſpoke JET ex for, 

[4 elſe ut andetid 4 "what 5 is i 
Fer and if they underſtand W, at 1s | 
ſpoke. of! they muſt bow before the Ligt 
and Majeſty oor this. knowledge. ' And 
therefore I hope he wilt never contrad ei 
me. in Br or any thing elle I relate of 


him; if he fays the.contrar 


we relate two' contrary Propoſitions, or 


they muſt be ſway'd one way or the '0- 


ther by 1 his Authority or Mine ; 3. and Wwhe- 


ther they. believe him or me it will ſufh- 


dently confute him, for it will f ew.that 
Authority may be a ground of Perſwaſion- 
as well as a means of koformation, | It 
; ae pretty: neither, of 1 us, . then it Wl 
they are not under ſuch. a ne 
ty of PROS, before the Light and 
Aly af that vidence he contends A. in 
all Ty 


RE aſt Objection To raiſes againſt 
this rinciple of his, is that Paſſage, 1 Per. 


Which 
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Which things the Angels defi fre to look into. 
The things -{poken of here- are ' the me- 
thads-of our Salvation by the Iycarnation 
of -the-$an-'of God, . and Deſcent of the 
Holy Ghott,- and 'tis faid-in the rome pre-. 
fent that the: Angels Defire to look into 
them. | AndI think it a natural interence 
from hende, - that thele things yet are 
MyReries even. to.them in,,a great de> 
oree; which we need not much wonder. 
at when they don't ſo much as know 
way the day of Thagnent wHl be, : and 
therefare we may- the leis wonder they 
ane eats to Us. 


. But we will ſyppole that this Expreſli- 
oB is mean't of -the time paſt. And then 


 let:me ask him theſe two Uunſtions cone 


cerning It; 


r. Whether the Angels. did believe 


thak things they are ſaid to enquire into; 


ar no? if they did belieye them, then we. 


find *tis yery poſſible- to believe things 
that we can't comprehend ; for if the” 
Angels underſtood them fully when they, 
believ 'd; why ſhou'd they dcfire to (eaxchi 


into 0 them ? ; f 'S 
7 is +. Whes 
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 all'as the Angels have. + If-we-have not, 


- 2. 'Whether,now theſe things are come 
to'paſs,” he will afſert that we'have. as full 
and comprehenſive a knowledge: of them 


fieri we may - believe” things we' do fot 


_ comprehend. If we have 'then there-is 


fo difference between ours and -the ſtate 
of the Bleſt in Heaven, at leaſt in-reſpe@ 


of knowledge. . 


Kin | 
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The laſt 0je#:on he brings againſt his 
own Principles-is 7hat which is-drawn from 
the confideration of | Mirasles.' Aril this 
likewiſe is ſo ſtrong an objeion againſt 
him; \that the very ſuppoſition of one 
true Miracle wrought'in confirmation. of 
any point of Dofrine, quite overthrows 


% 


his whole Book. For 

x. The thing it ſelf is in a great degree 
Myjierious, and therefore if- he will allow 
thele things related of our Saviour tobe 
true Miracles, he muſt allow there are 


Myſteries in Chriſtianity. - But he endea-- 


vours to evade this by the ſame (Quib#le. 
he- did the DoQtrines'of the Goſpel beirig 
Myfterious, viz. be ſaying the miracy- 
lous ation muſt by fomerhing in it ſelf 
hritelligible and Poſſible. Who denies it > 

RE Sy bue-,. | 
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but it is however Myſterious ſtill. And. 
to lay open this Fallacy we-muſt diſtin-- 
euiſh the two things that 2re.to. be conſi-. 
derdinevery Miracle. And.1x. The ſub{tance 
of the thing perform'd we grant muſt be ve-. * 

ry Intelligible and Poſlible, for as he ſays. 
Contradittion is only another word for Impoſ-. 
fible or nothing. 2. The mamer of per- 
forming it, which is totally obſcur'd from 

us, and lies out of the reach of all our: 
Capacities. As to inſtance in that Miracle 

of our Saviour's Feeding five thouſand Peo- 

ple with five Loaves. We underſtand ve-. 
ry well. what it is, for a great number 
of men to eat and be ſatisfied ; and what 

it is for a ſmall quantity of Bread to be 
encreas'd to a mighty bulk : butas to the 
manner how this. was perform'd, we are. 
wholly ignorant of it, though we know 
wellHow Corn.is encreas'd in the ordina- 

ry way of nature. "> 


But he will obje& here.as. he did con- 
cerning the Dofrines, viz. That at this 
rate A4 the Phenomena of Nature are Mi-. 
raculous, for. we know not.the true man-. 
ner. of any one-of them. - And: this as the 
main drift of this Chapter, .to give us 4 

wrong notion of a Miracle, viz. That it. : 

is nothing more than the dextrous ma. *: 250- 
| L 3 nagement 


ima by "PR FM and not/ai 

immediate effc& of Almigh gy God ; 

re ic ghe' cloſe he rells*us; That wo 
« racles- are atht actording.. tb the laws. of 

Nature, though a above if's ordinary Kor turt 
oks, which. are thereff, fore re (Peradwal of a 
ſited. Antiihis is v 6f rh#t boft? 
and arrogant.cxpre - of his: That cold 
be tell how a \ rat was Fs ot, he: ber 
Hewes he. kr 


er enoupt 
po "92 
" Bur the Hs notion " cb: is; chit 
if is Au "operation wro T9 by hb intmedtare” 
power of God, not.by . only, Bur Of 
ver-ruling” the lajos of Nature; alovorly by 
_ baſtnine atid. accelerating © its. "Operations; 
| but ſometimes by an inftinrancous pro. 
duction, of, what was never to be effected 
by the united” force of all'r xttral' catiſes. 
to inſtante in the Raiſing a Body from- 
the Dead, 4ll-the united force of nt Ire 
with' the moſt' dextrots” managettittit 
_— 'not be Oh to 9 # this; FF 
 #Extra Mol, ing, in,” fu 
__ WAS 3s &c. a And the' Ms * 
only I Thoafands but ff Illions at w_ 
wou'd 
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' Wou'd not be able to unite a Soul.and Bg- 
_ dy again, when once they are ſeparated: 

nothing lefs. than, the Almighty .immedi- 
atea&, of God; is able to effect this, ang 
that without. the concurrence of any na- 


tural cauſe. 


METS: SE AY. SSN TIC VISA AR Vn EA BOY 
.: Again there are ſome Miraculous Opera: 
ons which: are. ſo. far from being accord- 
ig to. the, laws of nature, that they. are 
confrary.to them.,, As that of the Sun's 
going back or ſtanding (ill all the. lays of 
nature are diſposd tor. it's motion, or 
at leaſt tor the motion of our Earth which 

makes it ſeem to us to move. 


Tn 4 Goa 297580 3d] £062 iis 308 
Again, T he. mating Ir onto ſwim: Were 2. Kinzs 
this effect  produc'd,; by Mollifying, Cone 5: 5: 


fo idating, ©&c., or ,any. Operation which 
ſhou'd convert the ſubſtance of; {ro int 


it the water were condenſed. to ſupport. its 

they it wou'd, be, /ce, and not water; and 

Ce thing of this nature weredone: of a 
i} £ 
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1s not only, above 
of nature.” 
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Andſolikewiſe for Fire not to bun, 


3.2 


is contrary to nature.. Indeed if there 


were nothing more in-it than what this 
Man ſuppoſes, that it. is done by repellinz 
the Heat, and keeping, off the Flames, then 
it might be according to the Laws of Na- 
ture, and there are many things which 
by an inſtantaneous application might ex- 


” 


riyguiſh "che Fire. Bur" 30: hinder. Fire 
from burning. while ic remains fuch, and 
combuſtible matter actually gin it, this is 


contrary” to the laws of nature... 


-* Barall thoſe Miracles which.are not fo 


. direQly* contrary to nature, can't howe- 


ver be faid'to'be according to the laws:of 
nature.” And 1 take theſe two expreſſions 
tobe direAly oppoſite, Which he makes 
the ſame, © Miracles' are according to the 
laws of nature. And, they are above. the 
operations of it. ' For to inſtance in rhe 
ſt Miracle our ' Saviour wrought, that 
of Turning Water into+ Wize. . The: pro» 
duction of:Wine' according to the laws of 
nature,” muſt have been by accelerating 
the'growth of the Y7xe, and ripening the 
Grape ſuddenly,by application of all choſe 
L . & $7 op $4 ch toes pO OTOL}. 2, © oO ev 
; Os BY. things 
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things in nature which could forward it : 
but to turn Water immediately into 
Wine, without any of theſe methods, 
was to' produce it after.a-manner wholly 
different from all the laws of nature. 


Upon his Principles we. have no way; 
from the nature of the thing, of diſtin- 
ouiſhing between the Deluſeons of. the 
Devil, thoſe celebrated Feats of Goblins, 
and Witches, and Conjurers which he ſpeaks 
of; and thoſe which are wrought by the 
Finger of God. For without doubt. the 
Devil is a great Philoſpher, and can ma» 
nage ſecond Cauſes, ſo as to produce Ef 
feats according to the .laws of nature, 
which ſhall appear very ſtrange to. us; 
But we are ſure nothing leſs' than | that 
power which is the Author. of Nature, caq 
work any real efte& contrary to it, or a- 


- ih 
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bove it. The Devil indeed may delade 


mens ſenſes, fo as to. make them think 
that Real which is only an Appearance; 


as it is likely he did to mimick that. mira-. 


cle of tur nin Aaron 's Rod thto a Serpent ; 


for that of the Magicians was not a real 


Converſion, ' but 'cfieted. by their En- 
chantments, or as 'tis in the. original by 
their Wiles, and Fugling. For we find 
when they endeavour to imitate loſes, 

| 12 
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real thing with Life, there, the \Diy 


in the inſtantaneous prodiittion of Ip 


faild thier, and they were? - to oWH 
it was the Finget of God.” \eEE-y; 


{And thus we ſee Þ ily, "Sie this Man 
ſtrikes at' the _ of-all Reveal, d 
Religion, ' by undermining one Fthe main 
Pillars on which the Faith and Credit of it 
is:founted. You ſee by drift Malo! gt in 


every thing he ſays; is to'take away” alt 


Operations above the Laws of Nature, ang 


all Do#rines above the reach' of Reafon; 


* ,and then alÞ the Religion of Men is. conls: 


ntly refoly'&into Tnffdelit and 7 4 
ty Sd tht any one ahi lh 
ftianity tobe true, Newt = i iſt th: F 
this'Mans Principles ate'falle,” ſince thity 
are {0 utterly inconfiltent. Neth 


x. But Secondly, As algal being in 


a great degree Myſterious is, an unaritwe- 


rable' objeQioh "againlt tim; 'ſo "icy" are 
altogether uſeleſs Bit impertinent upon 
his Principles. He owns bat God does 


. wot work thew"at random, but for ſome end, 


and this end he owns #s for the confirmation 
of ſome Divine Dorine.., But why for the 
confirmation*of a' DoQrine? for he hath 


$0ld us over and: over, thart'it is only the 
Evidence 


OTE Inn oo EEEEPWWRREgT warn, 


" Clriftiantty no? Myſterious.” 


Aaklence Us immediate, knowledge " - 
Dottrine it ſelf can" perfiade us; 

Faith is nothing more than the hripwing whit 
x belies d, &c. And therefore'all Miracles 
| for the confiftmation of by DoErine are 
weedleſs and ſuperfluous." If they are i 
evident to! "che Stef or '0hr Roaſon' th 
we know themt to be' true; Whgt nece 
is there of farther coivition®if/4 t 
be fo evident | to my Senſes or Rez 
that Fknow it" t6 be write, png in 
moke-me farcr oF it. TEGT'T'9 {EIB 948 


: : 
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So that we the rea ſn No pnvie 
is, that they may be a'pros hich 
that we Gund compre wy . 

38's nA .n 

- But it m may be object here hiv l 

this rate, if both the Doftrimts and 


+ aft <__—_ - 


as'to the miner wt bye Rate Bf the "hi 
Snified," a It iS in it ſelf. But in'a' 
racle the ſubſiance of the'thing'18' Abit 
and” intefligible,” and the Maher only of 
the operation'is'conceal'd. Ai therefore! 
in fo Cong: that which* is more myſteri-" 
ous is prov'd by that whit iF- Ki. 
2ut 


by 
z 


P: 150; " Bur chis. hare: will tell you, & 
| 1E Dottrines themſelves. are very know- 
ein all reſpeds, but Miracles are whol- 


-obſcur'd asto the mannerof them; And 
yet inthe £ & breath Own, that theſe 


"theſc aut Doftrines. This: is ; another 
Piece. of his Logick, to Prove Notum pee. 
WnOtNS.- A 
-He can't. fay that though the Dodtrines 
are plain, yet that they came from God is 
_ not ſo; and therefore Mracles were ito 
| a us akthis. For if the knowing they 
-Gad- makes us give our aſſent: 
, then Authority 1s a ground of 
Perfaſion And befides if they have that 
widence of their - truth in themſelves, 
hich- he contends for, let them come 
from whence they will we myſt give: our 
| ot to ci 


7 And: now. I am-come to. his laſt Chap- 
SeF. 3; ter, wherein he pretends to give an ac- 
C-4.P. count When, ;Why and by Whom: Myſteries: 
were brought. into Chriſtianity. There is 
/ not here ſo much as a pretence of Teaſos: 
ning, but ſeveral-vile I»fnuations againſt 
all. the Primitive Chriſtians, again{t the 


Flngy of all Ag and againſt- Chriſtia- 
wity 


is 


#ity it ſelf, making it as it is now profeſt 


only a fort of Heatheniſm, and the:Mini- 


ſters of it in all reſpe&ts no better than 
Pagan Prieſts. | 


- By tlie Title of this Chapter he was to 


have ſhewn'how theſe Myſteries:came in«: 


to: Chriſtianity; but inſtead of this ( of 


which: he ſays*not a word) he talks in 
general how ſome Ceremonzes were intro= 
due'd; © and foe Dorines abusd to'Su- 


'$ 


perſtition. The diſpute all along was 
bout Myſteries, and now it is turn'd to 
Ceremonies; of which he ſpeaks too after 


a cot:fuſed manner, making no difference. 
between the Orthodox and Heretical Pro-: 


feſfors, but charging all the Miſtakes and 


Errors of every- Sect indifferently, upon 


——. 


the-whole body of Chriſtians in the ge-. 


neral; That Miſcarriages and Errors crept. 


in; and that the Chriſtian Religion was 


corrupted and abusd by many in the 
Primitive-times to Superſtirion is without 
all doubt; it is ſo now, and is like to be 


ſo: to 'the end. of 'the World, for it maſt. 


needs be that Offences come. . Burt whar is 
all this to thoſe who are not guilty of 
theſe things? Suppoſe every thing in this 


Chapter true, what is all this tous? who 
in the Celebration of Baptiſm and. the. 
" $59 Ef Supper, 


ES: have reed all theſe numerous 


P. 157, 


iron ir 
ho ſpeaks of. 


As for thoſe Ceremonies retain'd by us; 
it is time; epopgh”-to; pas 1" when 
hei fays any; thing - 2g M,; and: 
proyes,” either that the | Worſhip of Gud 
- Celebration: of the s acrapents can "of 
perform'd without any Geremonies. Ar; 
That thoſe which we have neva . are. 0p: 
_ Sr 16 


All he SF inflate berg. ' th 

is,/ that they were in uſe anjong the Heas. 
ans andthe force of what he fays,-if: 
it hath any; 4s this. © Heathens ps'd's 
White Garment" in their Idolatrous Wars 
ſhip, they had certain Zimes and Placesy 
and Perſons, and Ations, appropriated to 
the Worſhip of their Idols ; therefore 
'tis unlawful to have any thing of this 
nature in the Worſhip of the true God. 


our” WH i 0d 


The Heathens us'd Waſhings, = 
Baptiſm is unlawful. The Heathens uſed 
Eating and Drinking in honour of their 
Gods, Ergo, the Eating-and Drinking in 
remembrance of Chriſt is Superſtitious. 


And thus by a dire and immediate con- 


ſequenes 


ſequence deſt roys [3 Dodrine of. the 
cnc te | ot Fat he can, ſhew 
what elſe cap; poſſibly be inferred from all 
this ridiculous eoherank tuff 


What he, would inſinuate here concern- 
in the Sacraments, is, - that by a multi- 
rude of. Ceremonies, we obſcure. the na- 
ture of them A ye make them. Myſterious, 
and do not. Celet rate em with that ſim- 
plicity they. were at. firſt aſttured. But 
let him 10. oh next Book ſhew, what it- 
is that we know our ſelves concerning, 
the Sacraments, 'Which we conceal from 
the People.” In long let him make out 
that he. hath any. other drift i in this whole 
Chapter, than to ſhew that there js no 
difference between Chriſtianity and Hes: 
theniſm. 


All this is by way of Amuſement to 
People who do not kngw when a-Man 
ſpeaks to.the purpole ; Ceremenzes are not 
Myſteies, nor do they make a thing My- 
flerious. Thoſe, things which we call My- 
ſteries, are the Nature and. Attributes of 
God; the Eternal Generation and Incarna- 
tion of the, Son, and Proceſſion of the Holy 


Ghoſt ; "The. Zion of the Divine and. Hu-. 
man Natures in Chriſt; ; the HJerre a of 


our 


CC 
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Mg, 
ht 


P, 120. 
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them. 


a,25 THEY 
. but confider what St. Pa ſaid to Flymas 


Fxhe" Holy Spirt" | 
rhe Trinity of Peifons"iti the” Godtieh 

the Ghry and Felicity" "of" the" Bints%in 
Heaven ; The So/emnity of *the'laſt *Judg- 
merit, &c. Theſe are the Myſterious Do- 


Arities of our Religion. ' 'Let Hil ſhew 


us When, Why, and by Whom thel&repu- 
ted Myſteries, as he calls them, were 
brought irito Chriſtiatiry:” For we affirm 
that they were brought into Ohriſtianiry 
by Chrift himſelf ; Pp 


who' alone was able 'ro 
veal them, That they" cane in"at the 
publication 'of the Goſpel;/ and-with 
deſign to make us wiſe * unto "Salvation ; 
en, therefore we own our ſelves ſo fond 
of them, that we will tidzard any thing, 
Life and all rather © than part "with 


" And thus 1 have gone through his Book, 
and anſwered every thing thar Took'd like 
Reaſoning in it. If he will ſhew the where 
I have overlook'd any thing that hath 

the appearance of an' Argument; "or - 
where my Anſwer tails, I will promiſe Him 
not to let it paſs. And if any" are"offen- 
ded with my manner of treating'him, I 
doubt not but they will be faris] 


the 


» 


'-Chriftianity not Myſterious. 161 
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the Sorcerer upon alike occaſion; O full 4#: 1: 
of all Subtilty and all. Miſchief; thou Child *** 

of the Devil, thou Enemy of all Righteouſ- 

xeſs, wilt thou not ceaſe to pervert the right 

ways of the Lord ? 


In the next Book he ſpeaks of, he has 
two things to perform. 


r. To ſhew that we are not oblig'd by 
Scripture, to believe that there is any 
thing, in any point of the Chriſtian Faith, 
which we do not comprehend -as fully 
and perfeatly, as we do the common Ob- 
jeQs'of this World. } 


2.- To diſcover to all the World thoſe 
ſecrets in Religion, which the Clergy 
have/induRirioufly conceal'd fron the La- 
ity, -under the notion of Myſteries, and 
make them fo plain 'that they: ſhall ceaſe 
tobe ſuch ; ſo that every one of *them 
ſhall'be as wiſe as e're: a Prieſt of'-us all, 
And indeed, he is much toblame that de- 
fers:it-all this while; He that pretends fo 
much Zeal and Concern for the Yulgar, 
ſhou'd not let them-remain ſo long in Ig- 
norance, to be thus miſerably umpos'd 
upon, by the craft- and cunning of. their 
Prieſts, | 


M What 


it fra age mbendef Dees iadlan 
rond: Books, - which now 
is yo tote. For by it:he'is 
the Worldiof things theyingver 
Pg; or pms of ; He. is $0. rovent.tg Rs 
more than ever Jeſus Chriſt hath 
ani uſhatonever yer! cbu'd enter ioto- rhe 
Heart of Man to think, -or:into his igmar 
pination to frame any true and proper no- 
tion 'ofiioIf the World: had: afiy- pinion 
of his Abilities to perform -what he. Pre 
tends with: this Hardy Confidence, we ſheu'd 
all of us txpect this >nenderful Book: with 
muck ampatience.. Qertaiply, by all-theſe 
promiſes of ſo much New:\Light t-40-the 
World, which hath liv'd in Darknels ſo 
hundred Yeary; we can” «gels he 
1g t9;be-'no. morect bapHead 04161 
ordiaary-Seft, but-40 te-r45 farnqusan 
Impoſtor.es Mahewatii:le hath laid:a foi 
foundation {or it; - for he igver's-patits) 
in one place, Zhat if che! knew the mayhem 
4 Hanadje fpas.pronghts the wand mink: dt 
biwfolf.1 fad dgain,he eperily: ln; He Ehar 
nathing;weigted inthe ; 8] 
either" BoA the Marnes Ir ene fre ePeba 
wi 


IP (a MO fl 
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m_ __ parks! Lean's Intopine, how he: 
will 'go aboiit' what he bath underaaken, 
however, thus much l:dare ventue to pros 
miſe him, that- whenever afy -thing. is, 
buile-upon that Rotten Foundation which, 
is here laid, - by. the Grace of God I wilt. 
prone it down... * 

When this -Book of his: comes out. 
(which after: all-will- tel us-/ no more, 
eonE&rning thee Myſteries, than what, 
we'have heard an hundred times over ; but, 
_ by-what he profyites muſt-take place of, 
the Bib/e ic {elf;; which gives us-no. ſuch» 
dear and diſtin [den's of: the; things of) 
another. Warld, }i Then wesſhall give 4, 


better gueſs at:the deſfign-of the:lWlag. Ins, 135i 


the meantime, ſhall: only lay-:a- little: 
more:concertting the- Pegtendeds 3 and. the 
At pee —_— I bot 1 
t 'T2 The: Prevended. Diſh of PW 1s; A 
free! the Chriſtian Religion from- that rd 
weſt: and Obfrarity, : in which it-is irvolu 
by the Contrivatice-.of its: Preachers, ouly 
fo gain a Reputation to theiriPerfovs and 
Profeſſion; and to make it ſuch a Religion 
an 1654 defign dit; (i. e.)) a Religiop for. al 
Merv: But:how: doth he goi about this ? 
Ay 'ſcraps of Metaphyſical Abſtraitions, 
winch weretolerable _ he found hay 
432 2 ue 


P. 134: 


of” Adejiate, Fradequate, and Twrermedbire 
Ideas; "by the Nombat "and Real Efſewc 
of- ehing! Ss by frivolous diftindtions. bittween 


the Means of \ Information," anil grounds'*of 


Perſwaſion ; ; and by little Niceties concern 
ing the degrees of Perſpicuity 'in Divine 


dnd Human Revelations, &c.” This is 'the 


method "this grand Reformer ' takes; 'to 
__— Chriſtianity to'it's Native Simpli- 
, and make it a Religion' for alt Peo- 

hereas it'is not One of ten'Thoy- 
vr thit knows the' meaning 'of 'any'of 
theſe Words: and Phraſes,” by" whictt he 
darkens what is in it ſelf Plabtlamd:Obvi- 


2065, and renders m"_ thing in Religion” 


i" Myſtery to them. Arid. yet'this'is the 
very. Man'that talksfſo/much againfb'rhe 
pew rms "ang; ne for confo 
ling their Philoſophy and Divinity 
ther, and by rhat means;'rendering __ 
rhing abſtraſe by Terms. » Atd\who Tails 
our Clergy foo darkning every thing 


"Religion;' and induſtrion on. Goa: on 
Fon He Duels. SW.5 y. Ong 


Ss Le Va L 

'2. As to: the Real Doſes of his Man; 
7is plain it is no orher'rhan:what heif6e- 
merly declar'd;” 'and; whar he openly uf: 
fects, vis. to be the Head of a SeR;-abd 
ſt 
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hriſtianity not Myſter 
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t;up fora Reformer. , For beſides many" > 
zeneral. Expreſſions, he hath ſeyeral. very 
particular ones. to, this purpoſe, as where 
he. lays, That the very nature and uſe of P. 165, 


the Sacraments are abſolutely perverted and 


deſtroy d, and are uot yet fally reflor d by 


the pureſt Reformatious in Chriſtendom, And 
that Expreſſion in the cloſe of his Book. ©. 
Becauſe ſeveral turn'd Libertines and Ar 4 
theiſts, when Prieſt-craft was laid ſo open 
at the. Reformation.; were Luther, Calvin, 
or Z,winglius to be blam'd for it 2 which 
is. ſpoke by. -way.. of, Detence of that 
great Reformation. he intends, whatever 
the. il] Conſequences of it are, 

Now the Method he hath taken ta ef- 
fe this grand Deſign of his, is firſt to 
Amuſe the generality of People with a 
little ſhew of Learning, by hard Words, 
and ſeveral impertinent (otatzons to get 
a Reputation among them. _. 

His next B»/ineſs was, to infinvate into 
the Minds of People a dif-eſteem of the 
Religion they now profeſs, and make them 
believe that Chri/t:anity, as it is now re- 
ceiv'd, is no better than Heatheniſm ; $:8. 3. 
which. he doth by comparing them in fe- © 
veral inſtances, and tells us plainly, Ze 
hath ſaid. enough to ſhew how the Divine 
Inſtitutions. of Chriſtzanity, through theP, 163; 
" = -- —_—_— Craft 


Pa4r, 


P. 167, 


Pref; | 
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ety of Tiqury.” Be eld whe! preſent The 
ology, the Gibberiſh of ou? Divinity Schvols, 
and the Lawgwage of the Beaſt, He wou'd 
have mo Cerempyres, no Times, Places of 
Particulir Aftions for the Worſhip of 
4» oy «pa RR GE La oy 
' And notwithſtanding all theſe vzrulent 
Expreſſions, and many more through his 
whole Book, againſt the'Religion profeft 
and eſtaBliſh'r among vs; He ſays, That 
ſuch is the deplorable condition of our Age, 
that a Man dares not openly and direttly 


. onwn what he thinks of Divine Matters, if 


#t but very ſlightly differ from what is re- 
ceirud by any Party; or that is 'eſtabliſh't 
by Law, And therefore, He that hath 0- 
penly laid fo mnch already, whiat is it he 

7ou'd not fay, 'were it not for the Laws ? 


Uridotibtedly he hath a great deal more 


fo fay, whenever this new SECT of his 


_ becomes fo numerous, that they ſhall out- 
.,  _bravetheTaws, and Jabovr'for s Publick 
Reformathon of all tht Myſterious DoQrines 


of the Goſpel,”. ' LE dba 
riei of our Religion more cltar and intet- 
[ESAG _ : ) EE 7 Sf 2 | ligible 
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igible than they were before, He had done 
worthily z and might have hopd 'for a 
Reward from God, and E/feetm fromiMen ; 
And the Miniſters of the Gofpet wou'd 
have been ſo far from reſenting .it; that | 
they wou'd havethank'd him-for it, and 
not fail'd to have acquainted their People 
with it. Burt by this Scurrilonus £88e] up- 
on. all \theſe Dodrines- whiel*#re- the 
ground and: foundation of Chriftianity ; 
and -by Razling*at 'all the Teachers and 
Profeſſors of it for ſixteen hundred Years, 
as if- they had -all-been Fools, and Xwaves, 
andBzgors at the beſt, till -He appear'd in 
theWorld ; He is juſtly become odious and + 
deteftable by all Men, who have any con» * © 
cern {eft for the Chriſtian Religion; OV 
| * *Ts true, he hath ſer his Forehead like * 
a Flint, and is prepar'd with 0b/tinacy and 
Reſolation againſt all chat can be faid or 
done: againſt him. For -God knows he no P. 172: 
more values this ridiculous Nick-name of an |, 
Heretick, than Paul did before him. But, a 
ſare there is a great deal of difference be 
| tween: St. Paul's being calld a Heretick 
| for Preaching the Reſurretion of the Dead, 1 Cor. 15; 
and ſaying the manner: of it is Myſterious. 5: 
And this Man's Contradiftiug him, and 
faying, the manner of it is not Myſterious'; 

and: by his Prrncrples,- undermining the 
SD, 54 M 4 founda- 


ligiangz - » ole: £3 Up; 338% 
 ngrha, way-of efetiog whatdic de- 
ſigns, -is by. loading;the Clergy in-gencral 
with Reproaches, and charging them with 
oſt Sn £ oe Pn to: ſerve. the vileſt 


profeſt A verſary y;; and He PRs every 

os, and -wiſe Mas will be the ſame. Nay, 

the whole Race and Order, he calls an C/- 

P. 166. ſarpation on Mankind, and'a Diabolical and 
Preface, Antichriſt ian Tyranny ; ; and ſays, That by 
P. 22. the aſſiſtance of Myſteries we firſt erefted 
our ſelves into a diſtin Order, and: one 

\ ſeparate Body; as if there were:no:ſuch 
Order. inſtituted and appointed by our 

Bleſſed Saviour. And to make us ſure that 

Preface to This 1s his Qpinion,.. He ſays plainly;:: He 
the Lady's ſees no reaſon why all Men indifferently, 
ReVigio. ſhoud.. not as lawfully. teach, as they are | 


bound to praftice their ; Religion, And again, 
.. why Women might not. enjoy the Priviledge 


of mnſtrutti ang others, in the Religious: Duties : 

they.are bound to prattice themſelves, He ; 

co to be iforvd 4... That they may 
reac 
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readtirheir- Children-and Servants im-pri- 
vate, all the Work allows ; So thatihis 


meaning-is; that they may- Preach inPub-/ 


lick:as well as\ Men, 'though'this be con» 


trary to the expreſs words of Scripture.' 


He anfinuates every where that-onr 


Profeſſion is but a Craft';" and'calls'it a 


Trade; and our- Religions Myſteries a 


Contrivince only to bring us Gain and Credit: Pr f Aces 
As if we had no ſenſe at al of Religion; * 


and that- a little vain Glory and Profit 
were all our aim. p 1 

Helevels the whole Book mainly at'the 
Clergy, and doth all he can to render us 
odious in the ſight of the People. And 
to do it more effeQtually, he all along 
makes the Clergy and Laity two oppoſite 
Parties, and endeavours 'to raiſe in them 
jealouſies and ſuſpicions of our gulling and 


- 


abuſing 'them, in order to prejudice and 


incenſe: them againſt us. And that his 
Sophiſtry might paſs upon them the bet- 
ter, he paints us out under the notion of 
Heathen Prieſts ; he draws their Pifture, 
and then leaves the Laity to miſtake it 
for-ours ; ' endeavouring every where, to 
make all People of his Faith, who thinks 
that: Priefts of al Religions are the ſame. © 

What this Man advances here, is but 


a Branch of that bitter Root of Secinianiſmn, 
{27 wiuch 


a "£031 | 
grid:reviving many - _ thoſe gs 5 
which have formerly infeſted the:Ghurch, 
en} troubled : the: Faith of: i:Ohriſtians. 
Theſe Men difler:among themſelves, and 
there-is- as great variety of then as there 
were of the z1rz2vs:formerly'; : go they all 
m-Deftroymg Reveal'd: Religion 
| and the eftabliſhe Doctrine of:thatChurch; 

of whichtheyipetprofeſs themſelves Mcm- 

bers. Thus theſerermir cngendred in 
the Body of it, at the fame;tinie they 
ſtrike ani another, do all equally'con- 
'tribute:to devour the whole, :from whence. 
they firſt deriv'd:their life and being, +: 
FE hope I need not here enteranto a Des 

ar of our Order, or make any long A+ 
y for the; Miniſters of the Goſpel. 

| This one Book of his, is a ſufficient Proof 
of the:Neceſity and 7/ſefulneſs of the Cler- 
gy ; for had it not been for us, ſuch ridi- 
eulous Sophiſms as' theſe might have paſs'd 
with the People' for ſound Reaſoning, 'If 
it were not for them, whoſe buſineſs it is 
to Tonfure the Arguments of theſe preten- 
ders'to Reaſon, -rolay open their Failactes, 
and deredt ther Yilavwas Defias ;: there 
won'd not, in-u little-time, be ſomuch as 
a Free of: —_ —_ And if the 

th 
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. Clniftianity A0t Myſterions.:' 27 r_ 
ences of it nevertb berrerriv'd, 


checoriſeq 
there\cou'd not"bei'a greater demonſiratie 
oniof the Nrcefity and (2ſefwneſs ofthe 
Clergy; than the univerſal 'deſifting 'of 
their endeavours only: for 2a > very (hott 
ſpace, | for then' all Religion would deges 
nerate into Barbarity and Heatheniſm. 

"If we''are goilty of all thefe YiJanjes 
with which this Man brands'ns, there .1s 
no puniſhment either in\this: World, or 
the 'next too bad for-us.'\ But f we are 
not, and that this Mandoth not makeout. 
what he ſo: poſitively aſſerts, then what: 
will he deſerve 2 We appeal to any Power 
that is able to take account-of -the mat-+ 
ter ; And if the ſtrength of all-Laws Zc- 
elefraſtical and Civil thould-onoe be fo re-> 
tax't, that every one may openly venc 
what they pleaſe againſt the Chriſtian Relz- 
gion, and'it's Teachers, without reſtraint 
(which God- forbid) than 'we muſt leave 
it to him rodefend his own Cauſe. 

The Worldis at thistime ſo diſpos'dfor 
the reception of all Diſcourſes that ſeen 
to'ſet nap Reaſon:and, Evidence 18. appolitis 
onto-the Reveal'd and Myſterious Diclrines 
of Chriſtianity, that nothing leſs than the 
Interpofition of —_— cat _—_ this 
currentof 7nf:delaty and -f-which 
©: pad overyhelm ra e Nations. | 

How 
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rdewifar Mem i- Powerz:20ce 
toheir feveral lations, are Cs na 
termeddle:. in-point.of Conſcionce;)'] ſhall 
not now-enguire.:- But ſure 1am in point 
of: Policy; it is become. no lefs:than-necele 
fary. For the writers of this S:rain have 
given broad Hints,” thar they are as little 
Friends, . to our Government, as our Relige- 
ov. This Mancan fay, That Magiltrates 
are made for the People, and every one 
knows, what Dodrines of Rebellion m_ 
are wor't to infinuate by this / Jaying, And 
| again he wary f? That God alone, and ſuch as 
Prof: > arr inſpir'd by him can preſeribe Injunttions 
" relating tothe World to come whilſt. Human 
Powers regulate the Afairs : of this, . By 
which *tis plain his meaning i, that they 
have nothing to.do, to meddle any way 
in the - Aﬀairs-of . Religion. Now. what 
would this man have faid, if he durſt have 
ſpoke as plainly of Government as he hath 
done of Religion ? 
- Whoſoever obſerves theſe Men's- way of 
writing as to this one point, will be-con- 
vinc'd they deſerve: tobe: look'd- too 3 
Their Numbers grow - Formidable, :They 
begin to ſpeak out their Z»fidelity.:and 
Prophangref, as, plain.as ſome of. them. da 
Treaſon; they: are ſecretly forming. them 
my into Clabs and: Catails, \qnd-bou 
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chelr £avfaries into all parts, | whichi? are 


ſupported'by Contriburions: And {make 


lietle doube: but thari their d {1$'ar 
'toſhew us, 'That all- Dominion as 
well as quarry ark; is: founded in +oacog 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


'Havedeſignedly left the Conſideration: 
of thoſe Paſſages  he' cites our of the 
Fathers,” #0 the kt, to be conſider'd 
thvinſeves; becauſe many Perſons who w 
read the 1#)amabpart;- dow eare' for trow- 
bling themſelves with the Examinatiowof 
theſe: "And'indeed, becduſe- I'defign'd to 
dwell . mueh"lohger | uporr them, _ 
fadrhe lengt of this Lerevalrend dy wil 


/ldeteriat the Fadbers, is i 
eomforation:of! Hinblf j fori:if there-bs; 
hovother ptound'of Perſwaſion-but Evj- 
dence; "whie cart the duthority of the Fa- 
thers ſignifie tyenclineMens:Aſſent either 
eneway orithe other”: and indeed," of 
Seripture"it. ſelf r* All Quorarions Divine of 
#amas'are ufeleſsand:' 'impertinent-upon 
Lis'Principles, "For: what: he wou'd iper- 
Fwedetby thenyt videati RREWIS 


OP FRO PROR *t hay gertainly; 
believe itzlet who will ay its but if the? 
truth of it be-not evident fromthe. natere: 
of the thing it; (ct; all the Porpors Lites 
tions in;theWorld fignific nothing - 


Ue was ſenſible ofthis,” and. thar-is the 
tree- reaſon-why- he- gi pagers en 


th.-rhe. med 
Clear ot LED thae in 6 Gold 
Obj jetion holds againſt the Bible ir ſelf. 
Hor if «8: Avgherity{ of -Ggg:tbe .ngr 
ground of-PerwaGan, Text aur of 
Bible: will bg of 29 licthy farce; as;;A 
| ont 7of-:any-fabvlays Heathary 
Anchor. 191rdafRovon eynuAlect | 80-889; 
fig 27 4 of:  aovisiry 
o+1H& Kutoduees. ahem; aſier'-the 


| hays 
as thenentianing 
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im .in mind of if rhe 
_ P Coins efbureh::c in 
Blaco:i.hn hathorhjs Kipreſio 
of-ridiontenoThs: iv hortaus The 4 
Eqppbern'i ther Otinen he oe 

fees \ Andi rein) Works wo 
byrinthss _n.; Anck oalls:i:the:(1juſt +; Bites 

ws mode x wn — eneratuo (the 
M0210 her pros 
[7 earefh; cont empire 
i put: aut feta 


Fenance 


eeiance: hy Sitwornble, we _— ond Pampaxs. Y 
Citations that: have no Halues but Jacft,45 


au ugly; Ruff awd Colour give:antient Coins. D 
- But this ((wHitede prov he deligns by 
way. of derifien, doth very well expr 
the worth atd;.ufefulnels of ag Fat 
For as-antient-Coins-are naw of no-greas. 
ter. intrinfagk. 'yalue than. the hace: "_ 
of the Metalthey are mage, of; yet 
zre.of excellent-.uſe £9; give us light znto 
the times/aad cuſtoms; of Angiguity,. auf 
upon thar ſcore. are of yallly greater, vas 
lue thao any: :mogern! Coins, /, So it; is 
with the ;Fazhers; they: were Mer,. 
wrote Jike, ſyph; an Jhough we thang 
grant tþapdarge- of thair-works, arg) 
in themfplues more exaplent- than, 
bath bees written in akeen Ages; yet t 
Writngsief: theirs are, nch more. tabe 
valu'd;:hteawt; rhey div; never tha tion 
of ng Apoliley, and therefors 


Ep en a Ayres po po [Eq 7A 

w/e hang 1 longs for, 
401have. 2:Nog but-that: ONAQ 
C_— mo have wrate..by \a: magng 
avs = yonee of the Spirit, / - * 

Andiherefore this Mans: arrogant great 

ment 64 he Eatbers, Ruts-me jo Bind - 
oi nut ghlge of the gnrant can 
rev, | 
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\n79 2 :nubalcd, 
alloy him Bald: 


reviling the Pro 2hes; _ ci 
pate; 'who Gs nothing of hit-:beyond 
thoſe common" nfirmities that» arelincident 
to Human Nature; and did\not diſcern any 
thing of the Divine Spirit tharwas in hi. 
We do 'not blindly and” implicitely 
acquieſce in any thing they ſay; but we 
have a juſt Veneration for thein;-and-de- 
ference to their Authority 3; ; "And if he 
could have * produced any thing from 
them which 'had+ made againſt us, we 
would have own'd he tad's gaind a great 
point. Bur-all-tte "Citations he pro- 
drices, are only to prove that the 'S 
reveal'd under” the' Goſpel, ' were call'd 
Myſteries under” the Law; nd*That the 
Vail” is taken away, both which-' we al- 
low. Let him bring one Text out of the 


BiÞ, or one” ation out of: the Fa 
thers, to'prove thar the Vail is taken away 
it-the ſenſe: that” we deny;"(4.e.) in 


rape of the tri Nature,” ardiveal Pro- 
refes of wg we: 


the” Exvifeem 

the" Relation” fo "” 
intent and delign -of ther 200k 

"*Fnd" this is #'{ufficient* anode to all 

- his Quotations) "If be brougtit a: thouſand 

HIS the- ſac purpol& hes hath | 
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alitfvent Hobever 1 I hal confdertham.in 
particulars And: 49 Of Aus 
-5þiaiHedays * Clinont Mevandetveyliend -—__ 
the tanie notion of - Myſteries with him. Lab. 3. 

_ For he''fays' 'the-Chriſtian' 'Diſciplitie was 

catl'di /@w710os *6Þ iHMumiwat ion,” becauſe” it 

brought hidd##"thiltss' to light.” Very triic. 

Bat*nof becuaſe it” Bronght' them ſo to light, 

as to diſcover the'real Nature and Propers 

Pies of everything reveaÞd;' and give ns'as 
thar'antt objtind potvons of all dovine things 

as they are in themſelves, as we have even 

of -ſea/1bexObjects, Which: this. Man. ridi- 
cealonily contendsifor.: | And this be would 

have ſoot if-he tad xead but: Fen-Lines 
farther, where:be his/this Expreſſions”. -. 


Þ © zS mo LPT Geo, 0 3 irlp regs FE x 
To YOnpact 22 TmuLCHY evyolee, 5%, oy Tor! Tops 
40 1 Tag Ive , Epps av Gre.” y a 
By which he. affirms tlie nature of, Gods 

be.above all;we.,can "rap the "+ e: bio 


of him. -: So. that tis. plajn t 6 
dire&t oppoliti THOn.. to this Scriblers. 1s 0! 
 prniom-that...Gud? as ſtill Myſterious, not: 
withitandiog all the Revelations we bave 
of hun = 4: 

The whole drift of the fridſet part of 
- tharigth.11Bookscis'to! ſhew'that the'trus 
-nature'of FAITH confiſtsutr giving out 
bt N aſſent 


» 
wo? 


"4.5 
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aſſes $athe-weth.;of things whichiwe 
know, upon the Authori 


MAT ET _ 
Bs 4bgt our Faith. 


ould; not be. 


ebe W3/e dom. of Mew, whoas be explains 


tend to make. ns Know Every thing we bes 
litve... But on the Feracity of God, whe 
hives us by. pure Faith, wchow chat Bui: 
dence- of the. thing it. ſelf,” which - ſome 


Men: require... The Varhas6.0wy words 


are thele, ... EOS 

ite Seu) Spalbifes'F  & rape ras 
TON IEI@EIN EITATTEAAON ENQN; 
tax op Surdpete Sen, TH- MONH KAI 
ANEY. TQN -ATIOAEIZEQN, AA 
FHTAHE THE HIETEQN ZNZEIN AY- 


and therefore he. calls Faith zbe 
Ears of the Soul, babe Tz by 1s becauſe 


this we we arc difposd,''to liſten to'DiF- 
re: CT Ok ings which we canhor 
wprehend. Not that he ſupp 
of 1 ning of”: any | x 
fore he __ n 


#%. ain av. 2 Fen is > 3 24 b d 


"Hos og, eTE 1 YYWO1ls v8 Tigtws, 23" an 
T4546 Srep adgews: - hx; < 
Zi —_ 4s #10: Sunedge #ipheu Faith, nor 
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.- angiechig-hie-npplics ther nyt or 
where-be «dyilerh 
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Chriſtianity nor. Myſterious, * 


Fn } 


- And: he here makes a manifeſt diffe- 
renee, 'between- that Aer which 'is the 


immediate-effet of Knowledge, and that 
which is properly Faith. And then as» 


| keth this Queſtion 


| Th bs tn AQEOE amoay Ow, x} Tas 
ATIOAEIZEIS ws ag. arbpowmuy amilay 


T3 Ocs. 

Who is ſo eſtranged from God, ſo much 
an Infidel, as not to believe him upon his 
word; but require the ſame Evidence, and 
clear Knowledge of the things reveal'd from 
God, as he requires from men? 1 anſwer, 
This Man of unparallel'd Impudence, who 
hath quoted this fame 574 Rook of his, 
againlt himſelf and #s, to prove the quite 
contrary to what he thus poſitively alerts. 

The next Father he Quotes againſt us, 
is Tuſtin Martyr. Who ſays, Moſes with 
his hands ſtretcht out at the Battle with the 
Amalakites, was a Type of Chriſt Crucified, 
And He uſeth theſe words 7ipe, Simbef, 
Myſtery, &c. to fignify things once hid, but 


ow reveal d. So do we all to this day uſe 
. theſe words, to expreſs thoſe things which 


were once hid, and now reveald; andyet 

there are Myſteries in the Chriſtian Reli- 

gion for all that. And if he will look in- 

to his Tract of a _g Confeſſion of Favs 
| 2 


*\ 


1Bo An Anſwer to'a Book Entituled, 
He will never again cite" this" Father a- 
gainſt us, ar leaſt in this Controverly; 
bur call him all to nought as hethathYone 
us. When he had been ſpeaking'of the 
Union'of the Divine and Human Nature 
in the Perſon of Chriſt, and propos'd ma- 
ny intricate and inſuperable difficulties 
concerning this Article of our Faith, Per- 
baps ſays he theſe unconceivable difficulties 
may perplex your mind, and ſtagger 'your 
| Faith. As for me when I am in any per- 
plexity about theſe CHRISTIAN -MY- 

STERIES, Z cry out. | FOE 
"On 5nip 139, imp AODON, Unip 1g.miny- 

aluy xT1515: PUoews NR TEC be ; 
T hat thoſe things of our Religion are above 
our faculties of Knowledge, above RE ASON, 

above the capacities of created Nature.” 


And it follows, That there ts no other 
Solution to be given of theſe things, but that 
of a READY FAITH. | Heargues more- 
over, ' the impoſhbility of coming to the 
true knowledge of thefe Divine Objects, 
' from the diſproportion there is between them, 
and. our preſent Capacldties. And ask's this 
Queſtion. Ee bn 
" Tits 5 0Aw; iSiele 7 mips, mu $54 
'AIEYOYNEIN emwyepurless! © Se he 
toy FA With 
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+ With What..Confidence can ye go about to give 
an.exatt Solution of Divine things? | leave this. man 
who/is.concern'd, to give him an anſwer. . *._. 


(+ Fhe. next, Quotation is out: of Zertullian, who 
hath this expreſſion,in_his Apology. Cum vel ex 
Form4# omnibus Myſteriis. ſulentij fides habeatur &e. 
He is in that place defending the Chriſtians, from 
thoſe crimes;of Hreeſt, Aduttery, and; murdering of 
Children, which the Heathen charged them, as 
being. guilty..of .in their meetings. That, they 
were groungdlefs Rymours and nothing more, He 
argues-thus; Thefe things muſt be firſt diſcovered ei- 
ther by our ſelves, or others ; nat by others, becauſe 
they have no way to know them? but by ſuch as are 
rivy to them; not by. our«ſelves, for none who art 
guilty of ſuch, horrid Crimes, would; diſcover things 
which muſt expaſe them to the immediate puniſhment 
of the Laws, though the vengeance of God were de- 
fad) Natgre 31 In. Mor arr ET. 
- And the force, of the compariſon with the Heather 
Myſteries lies inthis. If the Samothracian and Elu- 
finian Myſteries are kept ſo ſecrets which are not of 
ſach dangerous conſequence to diſcover; How much 
more muſt you think ſuch Hartid aud dangerous My- 
fteries as you, ſuppoſe ours. to he, cwill:be kept ſecret. 
And his Inference is very [natural viz. 7 hat theſe 
things muſt needs be meer Rumor," fince if they were 
true,.. they would not be diſcover d; or, if they were 
Hiſcaver d,..wmſt expet no mercy from the Heathen, 
who would be furs not to ſpare them And theretore 
helays Nj FH Dawee 


he! Jeff ie je tte 1s 01% row." Who ys 


1b EL our Religion do all 
IN NOTITONS.' (ie. as bay as we ite 
gle to know of thei.” "But this doth not prove; 
That there is nothing more intendetl by them, than 
what we | Knato a5 pep, as we do the ordinary Ub. 
tk: our Senſes. 
© Apiin He lays, "FH# Lind of Pen was a Type 
of Heaven. This Mans Inference'is, E722, "Now 
this is Kuown, the fate aud condition of the left by 
wen can be wo Myſtery to us. © © 
'. That whole ſixth Book of his againſt cer is 
to.fhew, the dirt contrary to what this 
Þ n in his laſt Chap. v#. To prove 'againſt 
that Heretick, That the Mhyberies of the Chrifttan 
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- "Theſe are: _ his PompairCitations Areket Fa. 
thers, to prove what no one defites. That the Val 
Tf rPmored, and we therefore norhing in Chriſti 
Land wo wot the Wa ature: «x is * _——— " 
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on, Were wat rd row fo — from the Ttolg- 
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is ton0 purpoſe ni of hp ol” oe to 
prove that the opinion of theFarhers was, That we 


hnow nothing of the rus Nature | "od; thers:is-not 


4 * 
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and thas they are chore expreſs Gregor) fro? 
Nazianencalls God AFN DETOE and? m@ of Beek 
thalema WH mac! Godhe hath riiisVerſe: \ 


Bon & ce; os 24p.y% ode? Nee I x 


F 5 cas the Mind frame ay: Nath of Mine, whe 
art incomprehenfible p 

Having thus; ſhewn/to how little NS his 
Citations? out of the Fathers are, dndhow the/Nt- 
ture of God: is truely Myſterious ;' Becauſe what 
I have fpoke, concerning our manner of formin] 
ieea's.of God; iand the things of another World, 
may. look a. little: edd at folk Fight ; a5 if I tyrned 
all Religion. into: Hlegory, and by that means de- 
roy. the. Realitxand Subſtance of: it. 1. ſhiwl:fhew 
that this is no'new! De7rine of mine, bux —_— 
pinion of the Fathers. 


.;n&extvllian Jays, That Ged hath 0 other nia" 


way. of intercourſt'3>itht Mew but by \ddomis, 
ac 9a joerg Aﬀedions, by wi Fr 
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: Diſcourſing at a» inkte, 


= ret Style.was accommodated 
Capacity, il [ypunibqgicte norerk 


Glee mehe 5-0: then thoſe, 
eb ni For ro our ſhallow Capact 


ol oy wþnSen 
ieonyfins png of this Syd, 
ratives'way of /conteiving, _Sodcexproin 
thihgs ' of another World,” alls th 


things 
7 oo Sits which *they: \ex'refecined. to Ag ot 


earn, ora Wow 


HOY he wrnohet che fir "gt 
are t#he'Subſtitates: 9]. & b bi b 
Thole rhings which have, Formrend 


apr, m—_ 


Repreſentatives:of:uhoſs Divine"! !Thifgs:-w hich 


have none. Apain, 2220227 9973, 30 noafy 


—_ lays; it'ls 'impoſible for vs to. contem-: 
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e nature'of'immmateriaþ 


6 pO Cap 
avy. 9ther' way than by help oft jt 


PD, we frame'of i tholettuogs hare material 
' : 4 Mudz 
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w tC CyRiays: thar:our- manneriof« 
Divine: things; | is by « -Examplgs plgs--op;> > ar earns 
atter.chedame groſs-manger werepreſent the hes 
oy Orbs upon a piece of Paper. - | | aviios0%.4 
Ao Sy 4 tot tow en "cebTl | 291 cor o 
5@uTvs je Sven tumidery leg! coor liuevoly ot Ge 
Mapa mv &: Sepiioy vilayedgery: TI D35is 
Gregory' Naz/n14e4 diſoburtes fully, how. 
nothing is: more evident thanthar:thers) Pr 34+ 
&A:God though at: the (mnepime we tire notable 
zo conceive. or expreſs 'whar:he js3:a0d hattschefe 
remarkableiwords-cyriceraling.ons.mannes abeont- 
carving the;chings' of mocha deabhſ OY aarind <2 
"MF-ep adireler Vophviy XEevRE owid v,cauYlrls 
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' By-which tive plainly? (uppoles: i it -as armpolligle 
for us,” whilſt we are mmersd..immhefgipioſs F 
dies; "torframe any conceptionsob Spirwunlichidgh 
without the help.of. world: Qbjefts nas itigdor 
us 20 overtake ont ſhadow/orttaſeedmthe dack.; 
-:i1r-is ordinary Iwirhogohe Fathers (pekking+of ' 
Gotrorfay; Thar when welEonceive,hatd agbeing 
a _Sabflavice,"as"being Wiſcand Mea Ae has 
ing Life. &c.. they-arguall bi ative aRepre- 
fuk Hoe ofi1amething; inGolls: whichtiabſcdnds 
all that we can imagin. Dionyſus, 
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WF ris haſt Fathers who, he tells _— have _ 
lurk to be both the New, and the" Old of the 
World But His Hereſy is as old as Eunomius, and 
now reviv'd by'this UPSTART a: be very aptly 
calls himſelf. And | rhink' we-may- well: calb-this 
New Old Se& of his, ' the:Gnofticks of :our Age; 
ſince they dro a profound fort of People, who ſetup 
for Fwwing every thing, and Believing: 

He hopes intime'to plead: Preſcripreon, and thas 
His Book too ſhall in after ages be m—_ as the Fa« 
thers are'in'this.' - But alas ! he wants no 
qualificatisn of Error, and: Aapiecry: forithis Ambi- 
tion of his ; yet he hath not Wir-aridi-Learning 
 enouph, to be a Heretick upon Record. Such Books 
as theſe feldom live any longer, thantilltheir Fab 
lacies are laidopen ; and then they'p 


Fathers (who 'are now in Heaven for. defending 
. that Truth, which he hath labourd to 6 


will have their juſt Authority, among all Piousand 


Learned Men to the end of the'/World.  -:: / 

_ "And now that 1 have done; I muſt confeſs th 
Man was not worth my'trouble;: Gra: £97 
richly ſo, and it is our misfortune that wothiah, 
nothing can'gain upon the World: but ford Rea- 


foning and Argument. Whereas there have beea ma- - 


> cs of che moſt odd and ridiculous Entbu- 
s havi 
pore ch and Srare ihto'confulion. He ha 
ie of true ng: or Argument as ayotn 


periſh, 'and Rot | 
with the Memory of their Authors. is: the 
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